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OFANA donates US
$60,000 for plant
tissue culture lab
T

HE OLE Farmers
Association, North America
(OFANA) celebrated its 11th
Annual General Meeting recently,
at the Westin Airport Hotel in
Atlanta, Georgia.
Norma Jarrett OFANA President
stated that this year’s event was
particularly significant, as the
Association celebrated numerous
important milestones over the
weekend.
The keynote speaker was,
Edmund Bartlett, minister of
tourism for Jamaica.
He was joined at the dinner by
the Honorary Consul of Jamaica to
Atlanta, Georgia, Jewel C Scott,
and her spouse.
The Minister’s message during
the weekend focused on the linkage between Agriculture and
Tourism and that these two capabilities can support long-term economic growth for Jamaica’s economy. “We need to develop the agricultural sector and grow more
locally so that we can import less”,
he challenged the audience.
“Moreover, one of the primary reasons why tourists travel to Jamaica
is to experience our culinary
delights. We must expose them to
our locally-grown harvests as well
as the vast variety of our fresh produce”, he concluded. He further
implored the Ole Farmers in the
audience to continue to contribute
their expertise and knowledge to
Jamaica’s economy, particularly in
the agriculture- tourism sector.
Another important highlight of
the weekend was the presentation
of a check from OFANA by Jarrett,
for US $60,000.00 (J$7.5M) to Dr
Derrick Deslandes, president of the
College of Agriculture, Science &
Education (CASE), as part of the
funding for the Plant Tissue
Culture Lab that OFANA is currently undertaking. OFANA has
agreed to fund this project for an
estimated US $120,000.00. The
main goal of this facility is to generate disease-free planting material
in support of the national agriculture policy on food security.
This Plant Tissue Culture Lab
will also provide practical
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competency-based training to students who are enrolled in the agriculture program, as well as generating an income stream in later
years. Dr Deslandes thanked
OFANA for its collaboration with
CASE for both the OFANA
Scholarships and the funding of
the Plant Tissue Culture Lab. “This
check goes a long way in the establishment of the plant propagation
center at the college”, he said. “We
are grateful to OFANA for sharing
in our vision to be the leader in
agricultural research in Jamaica
and in the Caribbean and we look
forward to your continued support”, he concluded.
Jarrett used the opportunity to
thank all Ole Farmers and Friends
of OFANA, who had facilitated the
generous contribution to the college. ‘This check is made possible,
because of the generous spirit of
you, the members of this organization” Jarrett told those in attendance. The weekend’s activities
also included the signing of a
memorandum of understanding
between OFANA and CASE for con-

tinued collaboration.
At the Gala Dinner Dance
Bartlett and Deslandes were
inducted into the Ole Farmer
Fraternity as honorary Ole
Farmers.

AWARDS
Immediate Past President,
Wendell Codner, was also presented
with The Distinguished Ole Farmer
Award for his service to the organization. Other notable attendees were
Ole Farmer Major George Kates,
Board Chairman of CASE, Canute
Sadler, Board Member of CASE,
Webster McPherson, President of
CASE Alumni Association, Shamora
Brown, CASE Student Body
President, Tamara Christie, the
Jamaica Tourist Board (Atlanta
Region), Alan Stewart, President of
the Atlanta Jamaica Association, as
well as members of his association,
and Courtney McFarlane of the
Caribbean-American Advancement
Foundation, were also on hand to
celebrate the weekend with Ole
Farmers from throughout the USA
and Canada.

Ole Farmers and their guests
were entertained by RythmZ of the
Caribbean, a renowned Jamaican
Folk Dance Group. Master of
Ceremonies was Dr Chris Parker.
Among the other activities over
the weekend were the customary
Ole Farmer Meet & Greet event, a
picnic in the park on Saturday
with music form Ole Farmer
Stanley Baxter. The much heralded
Church Service on Sunday morning, with officiants Ole Farmers Dr
Noel Gordon and Dr Clara Marshall
was followed by a farewell brunch.
Jarrett, congratulated Dr Shirley
Bailey Region Vice-President, for
the planning, organizing and leadership of his talented Georgia
Regional Team in hosting the successful and fun-filled weekend.
Jarrett also stated “We recognise
your continued hard work and
commitment on behalf of OFANA
and the students at CASE” She
reminded the audience, “We look
forward to your continued support
of OFANA and to seeing you at the
same time at next year’s AGM in
Florida” she concluded.

NJ Youngsters
to attend
Diaspora
Conference
AUBREY CAMPBELL
Contributor
A GROUP of youth, selected from
the What About YOUth (WAY) initiative from New Jersey. will be
attending the Diaspora Conference
in Kingston later this month.
While in Jamaica, the group will
be exposed to facets of the island’s
culturally enriching experience as
preparations for the 55th
Anniversary of Independence
moves along.
They will also have discussions
with a number of educators and
students, engage in some community work and topping off their historic trip with a performance for
invited dignitaries and their
guests.
Along with Dr Stephne Coney,
founder of the National Stop the
Violence Alliance, Inc, US
Congressman Donald Norcross of
New Jersey, is in support of the
upcoming trip for the youngsters.
“It is always a pleasure to see
young people in our communities
embrace exceptional cultural learning opportunities,” said
Congressman Donald Norcross. “I
congratulate the selected youth
participants and wish them all the
best during their sure-to-be lifechanging conference.”
Dr Coney is hoping that the
group will be able to raise the necessary funds in time to realise its
dream. To assist with costs, the
organisation has launched a
GoFundMe page for those who
want to support the students. The
funds raised will go toward roundtrip flights, hotel accommodations,
and emergency insurance.
“This opportunity can change
the lives of these young people.
They need everyone’s support
through corporate, philanthropic,
community, and individual donations,” noted Dr Coney.
The group has also launched a tshirt campaign called “Be Brave,
Be Strong, Be Nonviolent,” which
was created to celebrate non-violence and serves as a remembrance
for all victims of violence. All funds
from the sale of the shirts will go
towards the Jamaica trip expenses.
Convened every two years by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Foreign Trade, the Diaspora
Conference is a platform in
Jamaica’s effort to engage with
Jamaicans around the world.

Ontario invites applications for multicultural grant programme
ONTARIO IS providing more
opportunities for newcomers and
multicultural communities to succeed, with a new grant programme
focused on promoting diversity
and reducing barriers to inclusion.
Laura Albanese, Minister of
Citizenship and Immigration, was
at Frontlines Toronto to announce
that the province is now accepting
applications for the new
Multicultural Community Capacity
Grant Program.
“This programme will help local
organisations promote diversity
and break down barriers to inclusion in communities across the
province,” Albanese said.
“In Ontario, we all benefit when
everyone has the opportunity to
take part in civic, cultural, social
and economic life,” she added.
The programme will support
community projects that advance
diversity and reduce barriers to
inclusion, while providing opportunities for newcomers and ethnocultural communities to participate
fully in the civic, cultural, social
and economic life of Ontario.

Projects will be selected for their
ability to:
 Increase intercultural awareness and understanding.
 Enhance civic engagement and
social connections.
 Improve social and economic
integration of newcomers and vulnerable groups such as refugees
and newcomer women and youth.
 Empower women, for example
by providing opportunities for
leadership roles.
 Improve access to services for
newcomers and diverse communities.

QUICK FACTS
 Ontario will invest $6 million
over two years through the
Multicultural Community Capacity
Grant Program to support community projects, with $3 million available in 2017-18.
 Ontario is investing more than
$110 million in 2017-18 in programmes and services to help newcomers and refugees succeed, and
to promote diversity.
 Projects must take place
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between November 1, 2017 and
March 31, 2018.
 Incorporated not-for-profit
organisations and individuals representing unincorporated not-forprofit organisations focused on
immigrant and ethno-cultural communities have until August 1,
2017, to submit a project proposal.
The programme has two streams:
one for individuals representing an
unincorporated not-for-profit
organisation, with available grants
between $1,000 and $3,000, and a
second stream for incorporated
not-for-profit organisations, with
available grants between $3,000
and $8,000.
 Ontario is supporting dozens
of multicultural grant recipients
through the Ontario150
Community Capital, Community
Celebration and Partnership programmes. Go to ontario.ca/150 to
learn more.
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