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My Fellow Ole Farmers, time has 
really flown by. Yes, it is that time 
of the year, Memorial Weekend! 
This weekend, a significant 
signature event on all Ole Farmers’ 
calendar, is a time when we renew 
our commitment to one another, 
this Esteemed Organization, our 
Alma Mater and our Island Home. 
 
This year we meet in Atlanta, the 
“Peach City.” Vice President Dr. 
Shirley “Fish” Baily and his 
dedicated Team of Ole Farmers 
(Planning Committee), have been 
hard at work and promise a 
memorable weekend. I convey 
sincere thanks and appreciation 
from our members and the 
executive to this Atlanta Team, for 
their dedication, creativity and hard 
work. Headquarters and preferred 
accommodation is the Westin 
Atlanta Airport, 437 Best Road, 
Atlanta, GA.   
 
This year we extend a special 
welcome to our Guest Speaker, 
Honorable Minister Ed Bartlett, 
our Island Nation’s Esteemed 
Minister of Tourism. Minister 
Bartlett a true visionary, embraces 
the very important role the 

Agriculture Sector plays in the 
Island’s Food Security and 
ultimately the economic 
advantages we derive when we 
“Eat What We Grow and Grow 
What We Eat and Feed Our 
Visitors” You are invited to bring 
your questions and or comments 
for the Minister and participate in 
the planned Town Hall Meeting 
Friday evening. Maj. George Kates 
(Chairman of the Board at CASE), 
Dr. Derrick Deslandes (President 
of CASE) accompanied by a few 
Faculty Members and Webster 
McPherson (President – CASE 
Alumni Association) will also be in 
attendance. We also welcome 
Honorary Consul of Atlanta Ms. 
Jewel Scott, Jamaica Diaspora 
Agriculture Task Force Board 
Member Ms. Kimone Gooden and 
Student Union President of CASE 
Ms. Shamora Brown. 
 
I use this opportunity to 
highlight some of OFANA’s 
Activities This Fiscal Year: 
 
May 30, 2010, we announced the 
establishment of the OFANA 
Scholarship Fund at the centennial 
reunion celebration of the College 
in Jamaica, I am excited to 
announce that on January 28, 2017 
we awarded our 30th Scholarship to 
deserving students at CASE, with a 
cumulative value of US$33,500.00 
approximately JA $4,221,000.00. 
My sincere thanks to Dr. Norma 
Dawkins and her dedicated 
Scholarship committee for vetting 
the applicants for these 
scholarships. 
 
As part of our mission to keep 
abreast with societal changes, on 
December 12, 2015, OFANA made 
the commitment to build and 
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furnish a Plant Tissue Culture Lab 
on the Main Campus at CASE; this 
in addition to providing continued 
scholarship opportunities to 
deserving students. This state of 
the art Plant Tissue Culture 
Laboratory, is part of the College’s 
Bio-Technology Project. OFANA 
has pledged US $120,000.00 
approximately JA $15,120,000.00. 
 
How are we funding these projects 
one might ask? My sincere thanks 
to all our Regional Vice Presidents 
Doreen, Fish Bailey, Sharon, 
Lennox and their Regional 
Planning Committee Members for 
organizing all their Regional 
Fundraising Events. Special 
recognition to Stanley Baxter and 
Renford Williams for being the 
continued front runners in 
Fundraising Dinner Ticket Sales.  
 
We embarked on a Plant Tissue 
Culture Lab Pledge Drive, and to 
date this ongoing drive continues 
to help garner much needed 
funding for this game changing 
initiative for our College.  
I am deeply appreciative and 
express sincere thanks to all our 
Ole Farmers, Friends and Family 
who have pledged and or donated 
thus far.  We continue to appeal to 
your generosity and kind spirit, and 
urge you to do your part and make 
your contribution, so this Lab can 
become a reality. Please visit our 
website at www.olefarmers.com  to 
donate via Pay Pal; or you may 
send donations directly to our 
Treasurer, Renford Williams. Our 
Regional VPs, President or Public 
Relations Officer, Wendell Codner 
are also available to take your in-
person pledges / donations. 
 

Please do take advantage of any 
matching funds offered by your 
employers as well as solicit from 
merchants you currently patronize. 
We are in dire need of ALL 
available funding source. 
 
This year as a member of UJAA, 
we participated in the Mega Raffle. 
Thanks to all who sold and or 
purchased tickets, this year 91% of 
the 5000 tickets we secured were 
sold, this is a marked improvement 
from our first year of participation 
(2015), when we sold 67% of the 
3,000 tickets secured. It was 
interesting to see the comradery 
and spirited effort exhibited by our 
Ole Farmers during our sales 
period. I thank all for the 
commitment you continue to give 
to OFANA. Our own TJ Johnson 
continues to be the leading sales 
broker for the Organization, still 
looking for a formidable opponent 
to give him a challenge! The North 
East and the Texas Regions led the 
leading percentage of tickets sold. 
Thanks to coordinators Jennifer 
and Lennox for all your efforts. 
Special recognition also to Jennifer 
T, Sandra, Clara, Delrine and 
Stanley for your behind the scenes 
work in helping me with this 
project. My thanks also to Rexo 
and the Canadian Ole Farmers who 
really stepped up this year. 
Opportunities exist for others to 
step up and make their mark next 
year, your participation is 
welcomed. 
 
OFANA continues to provide 
mentorship and other opportunities 
for CASE students. There are 
numerous efforts in the pipeline, 
including the alignment of students 
with colleges in the USA for 
internship /work study and post 

baccalaureate programs. Thanks to 
the Ole Farmers in Academia who 
have expressed a willingness to 
assist me with this significant 
project. Please contact me if you 
can assist with this important 
initiative. 
 
This year we have made a 
concerted effort to increase 
membership. Special priority was 
given to engage and retain ALL 
Alumni, with an emphasis on 
recruiting our younger graduates of 
COA and CASE. A team of 
OFANA Ambassadors visited 
Houston Texas and have initiated 
great conversations to achieve 
same. Special thanks to Wendell, 
TJ and Fish who travelled to Texas 
and to Lennox and Jennifer 
Thompson for making the local 
arrangements and who will 
continue to engage those who 
participated. Our own Ole Farmer 
Kates, has been the nucleus for 
most of his batch-mates to join our 
efforts we thank Major Kates for 
his continued engagement of his 
“batchies.”  
 
Our Canadian Ole Farmers, have 
also expressed willingness to 
revive their chapter, and are 
working behind the scenes to do 
so. Please contact Jurist Taylor our 
Membership Coordinator for more 
information on becoming a 
member. We encourage ALL to 
pay your membership dues. 
 
My gratitude to all my executive 
members, who have served this 
organization with steadfast hard 
work and commitment to 
excellence. Our Finance 
Committee members Renford, TJ 
and Norma D. have assisted me in 
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ensuring sound fiscal practices at 
all times.  
 
A personal thanks to War B for 
communicating important OFANA 
matters and for serving as editor of 
our Grapevine.   
 
My sincere thanks to all Ole 
Farmers who have worked 
tirelessly and have contributed 
their time, financial and intellectual 
resources in advancing the cause of 
our Alumni Association and our 
Alma Mater.  
 
We appreciate the continued 
support of all our “Friends of 
OFANA” Advertisers, 
Corporations and Individuals that 
help us behind the scenes in our 
mission and service to our Alma 
Mater and our Island Jamaica, land 
we love. 
 
Please join me in thanking Dr. 
Bailey and his dedicated Atlanta 
Team for hosting this our 11th 
Reunion. I look forward to seeing 
you all Memorial weekend, let’s 
enjoy and show appreciation for 
the well-planned activities, and 
take some time to tour the Peach 
City! SEE YOU IN ATLANTA! 
 
With Respect and Gratitude. 
 
 
 
 

OUR WEB-SITE  
 

Any Ole Farmer may submit 
articles or items of breaking news 
either directly or via email to 
info@olefarmers.com.  
Members in good standing may log 
in to the secure "members" only 
portal for access to financial 

information and photographs of 
recent events. 
 
Anyone can make a donation, by 
clicking on the PayPal "Donate 
button”.   
 
Members are also encouraged to 
pay Annual Dues or register for 
OFANA Events using PayPal 
(please add 3% service charge). 
For payments made from your 
own PayPal Account to ours, the 
service charge is waived.  
 
Try it today and save a receipt 
for your record(s): 
 

 
 

 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
 
Membership is open to alumni 
of: 

 College of Agriculture, 
Science and Education 
(1995 to present) 

 College of Agriculture 
(1981 – 1995)  

 Jamaica School of 
Agriculture (1942 – 1981) 

 Government Farm School 
(1910 – 1942)  

 
Please remember to bring your 
OFANA Membership up to date. 
Together as Ole Farmers, we are 
making a difference in the lives of 
our people.  
 
Membership Dues are set at 
$100.00 per person per year; 
that’s less than $1.95 per week to 
become a paid-up member.  

 
Not yet a member? Download an 
application form now using the 
link below:  
http://www.olefarmers.com/forms/ 

 
 
 

OFANA 
SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

Students attending C.A.S.E. are 
hereby invited to apply for 2017-
2018 OFANA Scholarships.  
Visit www.olefarmers.com to 
download an application form.  
 
OFANA supporting the 
enlightenment of education in 
pursuit of agricultural excellence 
 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

See what is happening on Campus 
- http://www.case.edu.jm/html/   
 

 
 
 
 
 

C.A.S.E. Alumni Family 
Fun Day 

 

This year’s C.A.S.E. Alumni 
Annual Family Fun Day will be 
held at Captain's Cove Beach, 
Trelawny (next door Royalton 
White Sands Resort Hotel) on 
Saturday, June 24, 2017, 
commencing at 10:00 am. 
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OPPORTUNITY TO 
STUDY ABROAD 

 
“Education is the most powerful 
weapon which you can use to 
change the world”.  

Nelson Mandela 
 
Visit the link below to discover 
opportunities that might be waiting 
just for you: 
 
http://scholarship-positions.com/  
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

OFANA  
REUNION 2017 

 
Coming Memorial Weekend, 
May 26 – 29, 2017 in Atlanta, 
GA; OFANA’s 11th Annual 
Reunion (#OFANA 2017) with 
HQ / preferred accommodation at 
the Westin Atlanta Airport, 437 
Best Road, Atlanta, GA 30337; 
Tel: 855 516 1090 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Your preferred rate: $109.00 per 
room, per night; if still 
available.  
Try using the link below: 
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com
/events/start.action?id=170217213
1&key=35C7F3A2 
 
Complimentary Westin Shuttle 
from the Hartsfield-Jackson 
Atlanta International Airport 
(ATL) every 15 minutes all 
day/night (ALL Terminals). 
 

 
 
To Register send payment to: 
OFANA 
P.O Box 541073 
Lake Worth, FL 33454-1073 
 
Attn: THE TREASURER 
Memo: Reunion Registration 

 GENERAL 
REGISTRATION:  
$135.00 per person 

 REUNION DINNER 
ONLY: $75.00 per person 

 
 
…………………………………… 
 

 
The Consulate General of Jamaica, 
New York will host the Jamaica 
55 Independence Gala, Saturday, 
August 26, 2017 at the New York 
Hilton Mid-town, 1335 Avenue of 
the Americas (6th Ave), New York, 
NY 10019. 
…………………………………… 
 

FLORIDA FALL BALL 
 

It’s NOT Fall until Florida Ole 
Farmers host their 3rd Annual Fall 
Ball. 

 
 

Go ahead and mark your calendar: 
Florida Fall Ball – Saturday, 
September 23, 2017 at CLUB 19 
inside Pembroke Lakes Country 
Club, 10500 Taft Street, 
Pembroke Pines, FL 33026. 
 
Tickets available soon. 
……………………………………. 
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NE HOLIDAY DINNER-
DANCE 

 

        
The Christmas Season kicks off as 
usual with the NE Region’s Annual 
Dinner / Dance at Stamford 
Marriott Hotel & Spa, 243 
Tresser Boulevard, Stamford, 
CT 06901 on Saturday, 
December 09, 2017. 
……………………………………. 
 
 
 
 

BACK A YAAD 
 

For the latest News from Home 
follow these links: 

 http://www.jamaicaobserve
r.com/  

 http://jamaica-
gleaner.com/  

 http://rjr94fm.com/live.php  
 http://www.televisionjamai

ca.com/  
 http://www.cvmtv.com/  

 
For Sports from just about 
anywhere, try the free downloads 
below: 

 https://www.1spotmedia.co
m/#!/  

 http://live.sportsmax.tv/  
 http://download.bringmesp

orts.com/index.jhtml?spu=
true&partner=YLxdm003
&pkw=live%20cricket%20l
ive&theme=cricket&gclid=

CKP3zvDU88MCFUIR7A
odH3gA2w  

 
 
 

WELLNESS CHECK 
 

Your feet aren’t just for 
walking! 

 
Reflexology is the application of 
appropriate pressure to specific 
points and areas on the feet, hands, 
or ears. Reflexologists believe that 
these reflex points correspond to 
different body organs and systems, 
and that pressing them has a 
beneficial effect on the person's 
health. 
 
For example, reflexology holds 
that a specific spot in the arch of 
the foot corresponds to the bladder. 
When a reflexology practitioner 
uses thumbs or fingers to apply 
appropriate pressure to this area, it 
may affect bladder functioning. 
 

 
 
Although reflexology is not used to 
diagnose or cure health disorders, 
millions of people around the 
world use it to complement other 
treatments when addressing 
conditions like anxiety, asthma, 
cancer treatment, cardiovascular 
issues, diabetes, headaches, kidney 
function, PMS, and sinusitis. 
 

Reflexology may: 
 Decrease Anxiety 
 Complement cancer 

treatment 
 Improve headaches 
 Enhance overall wellbeing 

https://www.takingcharge.csh.umn.
edu/explore-healing-
practices/reflexology/how-does-
reflexology-work  
 

From a study conducted at the 
University of Minnesota. 

……………………………………. 
 

Opt for hydration over 
medication! 

 
Top 10 Benefits of Drinking Water 
 
1. Increases Energy & Relieves 
Fatigue 
Since your brain is mostly water, 
drinking it helps you think, focus 
and concentrate better and be more 
alert. As an added bonus, your 
energy levels are also boosted! 
 
2. Promotes Weight Loss 
Removes by-products of fat, 
reduces eating intake (by filling up 
your tummy if consumed prior to 
meals), reduces hunger (hello 
natural appetite suppressant!), 
raises your metabolism and has 
zero calories! 
 
3. Flushes Out Toxins 
Gets rid of waste through sweat 
and urination which reduces the 
risk of kidney stones and UTI’s 
(urinary tract infections). 
 
4. Improves Skin Complexion 
Moisturizes your skin, keeps it 
fresh, soft, glowing and smooth. 
Gets rid of wrinkles. It’s the best 
anti-aging treatment around! 
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5. Maintains Regularity 
Aids in digestion as water is 
essential to digest your food and 
prevents constipation. 
 
6. Boosts Immune System 
A water guzzler is less likely to get 
sick. And who wouldn’t rather feel 
healthy the majority of the time? 
Drinking plenty of water helps 
fight against flu, cancer and other 
ailments like heart attacks. 
 
7. Natural Headache Remedy 
Helps relieve and prevent 
headaches (migraines & back pains 
too!) which are commonly caused 
by dehydration. 
 
8. Prevents Cramps & Sprains 
Proper hydration helps keep joints 
lubricated and muscles more 
elastic so joint pain is less likely. 
 
9. Puts You In A Good Mood 
When the body is functioning at its 
best, you will feel great and be 
happy! 
 
10. Save Money! 
Water is FREE! Even if you 
choose bottled/filtered water, it’s 
STILL cheaper than that high sugar 
and fat-filled latte! 
 

By Abby PHON 
Certified Holistic Health &Wellness 

Coach, Best-selling Author & Public 
Speaker. 

www.mindbodygreen.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR CHANGING 
PLANET 

 

 
 

Everything you wanted to know 
about our changing climate but 
were too afraid to ask. 

 
Q: Is global warming too big of a 
problem for me to help tackle? 
 
A: Wondering how to stop global 
warming? Reduce your own 
carbon footprint by following a 
few easy steps. Make conserving 
energy a part of your daily routine 
and your decisions as a consumer. 
When you shop for new appliances 
like refrigerators, washers, and 
dryers, look for products with the 
government’s Energy Star label; 
they meet a higher standard for 
energy efficiency than the 
minimum federal requirements. 
When you buy a car, look for one 
with the highest gas mileage and 
lowest emissions. You can also 
reduce your emissions by taking 
public transportation or carpooling 
when possible. 
 
While new federal and state 
standards are a step in the right 
direction, much more needs to be 
done. Voice your support of 
climate-friendly and climate 
change preparedness policies, and 
tell your representatives that 
transitioning from dirty fossil fuels 

to clean power should be a top 
priority—because it’s vital to 
building healthy, more secure 
communities. 
 

 
From the Natural Resource Defense 
Council (NRDC), a 501(c)(3) Non-
profit international environmental 
advocacy group, working to 
safeguard the earth, its people, its 
plants and animals, and the natural 
systems on which all life depends 

 
 
 
 

 GLEE 
 

Cinco de Mayo  
takes on new meaning! 

 

Saturday, May 05, 2017 was 
marked with a celebration by the 
BRYAN Family of their hero, Ole 
Farmer Renford J. BRYAN 
(Class of ’63) turning eighty (80).  
 

 
 

Throngs of Family Members and 
well-wishers gathered in the 
Somerset Suite at the Courtleigh 
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Hotel, Kingston, Jamaica for a 
sumptuous meal and inspiring 
toasts before ‘bustin’ a move’ on 
the dance floor to culminate an 
‘Evening of Elegance’. 
 
‘RJ’ may you carry your bat to 
three digits; well played! 
 
 
 
 

 WHERE ARE THEY 
NOW? 

 

Members at large would like to 
know the whereabouts of the 
following Ole Farmers: 

 Cleveland CLARKE 
(Class of ’79) 

 Aston REID (Class of ’77) 

 Anita WILLIAMS (Class 
of ’79) 

 Harris YOUNG (Class of 
’77) 

 
Anyone in possession of any form 
of contact information for the 
aforementioned is encouraged to 
submit same to 
info@olefarmers.com  
 

 

 

GONE BUT NOT 
FORGOTTEN 

 

 
Ole Farmer Earl HARRIOTT 
(Class of ‘64) faded on April 26, 
2017, after succumbing to Cancer. 
 
Ole Farmer HARRIOTT was a 
cattle aficionado who spent many 
years working in developing the 

cattle operations of ALPART. He 
later ventured into the Financial 
Services Sector where he operated 
several Cambios and then into the 
herbal medicine business, 
concentrating on the derivatives of 
the Moringa plant. 
 
The service of thanksgiving for 
the life and work of Ole Farmer 
HARRIOTT, will be held in the 
Auditorium at Munro College, 
Potsdam, Malvern, St. Elizabeth, 
on Saturday, June 17, 2017; 
commencing at 11:00 am. 
……………………………………. 
 
Ole Farmer Lenchester Burke 
‘LEN’ Hutchinson (Class of ‘70) 
faded on Friday, March 17, 2017 
after succumbing to Pancreatic 
Cancer. 
 
The service of thanksgiving for 
the life and work of Ole Farmer 
HUTCHINSON will be held at the 
Church of the Transfiguration in 
Kingston on March 30, 2017. 
…………………………………… 
 
Ole Farmer Ranford ‘Ron’ 
DUNCAN (Class of ‘64), a.k.a. 
‘Bull D’; faded on February 17, 
2017 after succumbing to Cancer. 
 
Ole Farmer DUNCAN gave many 
years of dedicated service to the 
Ministry of Agriculture at the 
Grove Place Agricultural Station, 
before moving on to make sterling 
contributions in Publishing, Life 
Insurance and Landscaping.   
 
The service of thanksgiving for the 
life and work of Ole Farmer 
Ranford DUNCAN was held at the 
Berkshire Anglican Church, 
Berkshire District, St. Elizabeth on 
March 25, 2017. 

……………………………………. 
Ole Farmer Wilbert ‘Mr. 
President’ RICKETTS (Class of 
‘76) on November 29, 2016 in 
Indiana, USA after succumbing to 
cancer. 
 
Ole Farmer RICKETTS will long 
be remembered by his 
contemporaries at the Jamaica 
School of Agriculture for his 
positive, assertive, astute and 
fearless leadership of the Student 
Council during his tenure as the 
President (1974 – 1975). Many 
were the battles that he fought with 
the administration under former 
principal, the late Ole Farmer Dr. 
Aston WOOD, for the protection 
of students’ rights. He was firm 
and unwavering in his principles 
and convictions; he was the 
epitome of constructive and 
confident student leadership. 
 
A service of thanksgiving for the 
life and work of Ole Farmer 
RICKETTS was held at Christ the 
Savior Lutheran Church, Fishers, 
Indiana, USA on December 10, 
2016. 
 

 
 
Ole Farmers you all will be 
sorely missed: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
mWm1NbF1Ikw&feature=related 
 



8 
 

YOUR PRAYERS CAN 
CHANGE THINGS! 

 
If my people, which are called by 
my name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek my 
face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, 
and will heal their land. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 
…………………………………… 
 
As you pray, please keep the 
following in mind, as they cope 
with various health / medical 
challenges: 
 

 Arthur BADALOO (Class 
of ’67) 

 Erroll WEBLEY (Class of 
’77) 

 Dr. Trevor MARTIN 
(Class of ’67) 

……………………………………. 
 
In early January, with my ailing 
Mother-In-Law, Ms. Evadney 
JOHNSON virtually at death’s 
door, I reached out to you my 
fraternal Brothers and Sisters to 
pray. And pray you did; of that I 
am convinced. 

 
In late March, my Mother-In-
Law was released from 
Northwell Health Stern Family 
Center for Rehabilitation in 
Manhasset, NY and though not 
completely ‘out of the woods’, 
her general wellbeing has 
trended positively. Whereas your 
prayers have at least delayed the 
inevitable, my family has been 
comforted and I believe that we are 
better prepare to let her go when 
the time comes. 

 

I am happy to report that on April 
29, 2017 my Mother-In-Law 
celebrated her 89th Birthday. 
 
As well, thanks for your prayers 
and gestures of sympathy on the 
passing of my Father-In-Law 
Walter William SMITH in 
London (04/03/1925 – 
01/07/2017). He was laid to rest in 
Southfield, St. Elizabeth on 
February 06, 2017. 
 
From my family to you and yours, 
thanks a million for your support. 
 
One love, 
 

War-B 
 
 
 
 

SECURING THE 
FUTURE! 

 
MODERN MONEY 

MECHANICS 
 
Historical Evolution of Money and 
Debt as portrayed by the Central 
Bank in Modern Money 
Mechanics: 

 First, how money is created 
in a fractional money 
reserve system. 

 Secondly, how money gets 
its value: by virtually using 
the physical money already 
in circulation 

 
By mentioning heavy hitters like 
Representative Ron Paul Sr. from 
14th district in Texas: 

 Highlight The Inverse 
relationship between 
Money Supply vs. Buying 
Power 

 Then by simply applying 
“The Properties of Equality 
Equation Rule”  If A=B & 
B=C  then A=B=C 

By using this analogy show how 
‘Money = Debt & Debt = Money’ 
 
1835: Under President Andrew 
JACKSON - only time America 
was out of debt!  

 The application of Interest 
is detailed 

 Fair to say Defaults and 
Bankruptcy are built into 
the system as it exists today 

 
Here are a few Facts: 

 Only 3% of US money 
physically exist legally in 
the Fractional Reserve 
System 

 Only 10% of the legal 
reserve must be 
maintained  

 1 deposit becomes 9 times 
its original value 

 
Perpetual debt is guaranteed! 
RAMIFICATIONS: 

 There will always be more 
money owed back to the 
bank than what was 
borrowed originally 

 THIS WEAPON, DEBT 
IS USED TO CONQUER 
& ENSLAVE SOCIETY; 
MONEY IS CREATED 
OUT OF DEBT  

 We therefore must 
SUBMIT TO 
EMPLOYMENT to pay 
off our DEBT 

 MONEY IS CREATED 
IN THE BANK AND 
INVARABLY ENDS UP 
IN THE BANK… SO WE 
ARE ALL 
TECHNICALLY 
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WORKING FOR THE 
BANK 

 
“The bold efforts the present 
bank has made to control the 
Government….. are but 
premonitions of the fate that 
awaits the American people 
should they be deluded into a 
perpetuation of this institution, 
or the establishment of another 
like it.” 
 
PRINCIPAL + INTEREST = 
MONEY OWED 
 
PRINCIPAL =  
MONEY AVAILABLE 
 
Slavery is but the owning of 
labor and carries with it the care 
of laborers, while the European 
plan…..is that capital shall 
control labor by controlling 
wages.  
“Some people feel the rain. 
Others just get wet.” 
 
“Emancipate yourselves from 
mental slavery. None but 
ourselves can free our minds.” 
 
Take a self-inventory and see if 
there’s anything you believe in 
that doesn’t suit you, or that was 
placed there by someone else. 
What can you do today to start 
freeing yourself from this sort of 
mental bondage. 
 

Excerpts from Modern Money 
Mechanics by Federal Reserve 

Bank of Chicago 
https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=2q-7d1PO_oQ  
 

Shared by  
Doreen CLEMETSON-DANVERS 

 

FOR SAFETY SAKE 
 

Recently, a motorist approached 
her car from the passenger side to 
place her computer bag on the 
front seat. As she reached to open 
the door she noticed there was a 
hole right under the door handle. 
Her first thought was that someone 
has shot the car; but as she 
examined the hole more closely 
she began to feel there might be 
more to it.  
 

  
 
 
She called a friend who operated a 
‘body shop’ and asked if he had 
any vehicles with damage to the 
doors that looked like a bullet hole. 
The friend reported that he saw 
that type of damage regularly. 
Apparently, thieves have a tool that 
they use to punch such a hole 
under the door handle, then reach 
in to unlock the door just as if they 
had a key; no alarm activated, no 
broken, clean operation.  
 
She then called her Insurance 
Agent and explained what had 
happened and that she was 
puzzled, that her top end stereo 
system and GPS had not been 
taken. The Agent confirmed that 
there had been several similar 
cases where the break in is so 
subtle, it could go undetected for 
quite some time. 
 

Apparently, perpetrators check the 
GPS to ascertain where ‘home’ is; 
then confirm by checking 
Registration and Insurance 
document in the glove 
compartment.  By knowing what 
you drive and where you live, 
when they show up at your address 
and do not see your car, they 
consider the coast clear to break 
into your home. The Agent said 
that oftentimes only one or two 
Credit Cards would be taken 
leaving everything else intact so 
that by the time one realizes there 
had been a theft, the perpetrators 
may have already had time use 
them repeatedly and that they lock 
up as best they can when leaving. 
 

 Cultivate the habit of 
completely inspecting your 
car, especially after parking 
in a high volume parking 
area 

 
 Report thefts immediately; 

your bank with missing 
check numbers, your credit 
card agencies, police, and 
insurance companies, etc. 

 
 
 
 

ACROSS THE 
DIASPORA  

 
L. George YAP is the seventh of 
eight children born in Kingston, 
Jamaica to Chinese emigrants who 
settled in the island after fleeing 
the brutal China/Japan war of the 
1920s. While a student at 
Gaynstead High School in 
Kingston, he helped in the family 
patty business and before long, had 
his own customers to supply.  
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Opting out of school at age 14, he 
started on his way to great success 
in business. Success did not come 
without hardships and heartaches. 
His first patty warmer was 
repossessed by the store from 
which he had credited it; the first 
vehicle he purchased was 
repossessed by the dealer. He then 
ventured into supplying gaming 
machines to pubs, clubs and hotels 
across the island. 
 
While most Chinese are never seen 
as active participants in the politics 
of the island, the YAP Family were 
among the exceptions and became 
highly visible in ‘political circles’. 
Under the State of Emergency 
invoked in the 70’s his brother was 
arrested and imprisoned and much 
of what they owned was seized. 
That would lead to Mr. YAP’s 
departure from Jamaica. 
 

 
George YAP 

Executive Chairman 
LEASA Industries Co. Inc. 

 
In 1977, he landed in Miami, FL 
with the notorious “US$50.00” 
allowed by the Jamaican 
Government at the time. Not an 
educated man, having left school at 
such an early age and despite his 
business acumen, he did not have 
the skills that would translate to the 
first world business community. 

While his wife worked at two jobs 
to maintain the family, he resorted 
to ‘tryin’ a ting’ which had proved 
successful to him back home. He 
had sold patties, so that was a place 
to start. He also introduced 
Chinese cut vegetables, packaged 
for sale to his faithful patty 
customers.  
 
In his trips to the market he met a 
man who had been trying his hand 
at a bean sprout farm with very 
little success. Though he did not 
know anything about that business, 
he saw an opportunity and decided 
to try himself.  
 
With funds borrowed from friends 
and relatives, George and Einez 
YAP a bankrupt company in 
Liberty City, Miami. Using the 
first initial of the name of each 
family member: L. George YAP, 
Einez and their three children, 
Andrew, Sean and Allison; 
LEASA Industries Co. Inc. was 
born (April 1977).  
 
George worked in his business 
seven days a week, 16 hours a day.  
Growing bean sprouts is a water 
intensive endeavor. His lack of 
knowledge had him using water 
too concentrated in chlorine, which 
spelled failure for his plants. So he 
took to the libraries and learned as 
he went along. He allowed, that 
even when his business was 
starting to get noticed to the extent 
that people from the United 
Nations would come to visit to see 
his hydroponic growing facility, he 
was learning from them as much as 
they were seeking to learn from 
him. 
 
From gross income during that first 
year of only $5,000, while debts 

were ten times that amount; 
LEASA Industries Co., Inc. has 
grown to be of the largest growers, 
manufacturers, processors and 
packers of healthy food products 
across the Southeastern United 
States; with gross income 
exceeding $10,000,000.00  
 
The LEASA Brand bean and 
alfalfa sprouts, specialty sprouts, 
value added fresh cut vegetables, 
bulk vegetables, Chinese Food 
items, it’s famous soy line which 
includes Firm, Veggie, Cilantro 
and Spicy Tofu, Stir Fry Vegetable 
Mix, Vegetable Soup Mix, Fresh 
Herbs, Sugar Snaps, Snow Peas, 
Shallots, Specialty Onions, Egg 
Roll and Won Ton Wrappers are 
distributed throughout Florida, 
Georgia, Alabama, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Alaska and the 
Caribbean. ‘LEASA’ will also 
custom make products to suit the 
ethnic diversity of taste buds of 
any geographical area and also 
offers private labeling. 
 
LEASA Co. is located in Liberty 
City, one of the most deprived 
neighborhoods in Miami. He 
employs close to a hundred former 
welfare mothers, recovering 
addicts, rehabilitated and 
rehabilitating criminals (a practice 
that has brought him honors from 
former President Bill Clinton, who 
visited the enterprise while in 
office). His accolades and awards 
are many. 
 
For its outstanding contribution to 
the food manufacturing sector and 
the Miami Community, LEASA 
Industries Co. Inc. has been 
received the following awards: 
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 2007 Supplier of the Year 
Award – Florida Regional 
Minority Business Council 

 1999-2000 Award – 
Winner Inc. Magazine and 
Harvard Business School 
Initiative for a Competitive 
Inner City 

 1999 Manufacturer of the 
Year Award – Florida 
Manufacturing Technology 
Center and the Florida 
Business Journal 

 1997 National Minority 
Manufacturer of the Year 
Award – U.S. Department 
of Commerce and Minority 
Business Development 
Agency 

 
 
From articles featured in/on: 

 http://Jamaicans.com  
 Jamaica Observer – Moses 

JACKSON 
 WPLG News – Channel 10 

Miami 
https://cdnapisec.kaltura.c
om/p/2031101/sp/2031101
00/embedIframeJs/uiconf_
id/36218821/partner_id/20
31101?iframeembed=true
&playerId=media-
preview_0_0_r1b7vlyq&en
try_id=0_r1b7vlyq&flashv
ars  

 
 
View more about our people: 
http://www.jamaicadiaspora.org/n
ews/about-us/  
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOW THAT’S FUNNY 
 
A Parson at a rural church who 
considered himself something of a 
farmer, raised chickens in the 
church yard as a hobby. Early one 
Sunday morning at feeding time, 
he noticed that that the largest cock 
had gone missing.  
 
Before pronouncing the 
benediction to end of the service 
that morning, he enquired of his 
congregation; 
“Has anyone seen a cock?”  
All the ladies stood up. He 
continued; 
“No, I mean who has seen a cock 
that does NOT belong to them?” 
Half the church stood up. 
“Oh for goodness sake” said the 
Parson, now a little frustrated,  
“Who has seen my cock?”  
The young ladies on the Junior 
Choir stood up. 
 
The Parson’s wife fainted; several 
congregants called 911. 
 
I’m thinking several chicken 
dinners in the hood!  
 
What say you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INSPIRATION 
 
 

 
 

“Success isn’t about how your life 
looks to others. It’s about how it 
feels to you. We realized that being 
successful isn’t about being 
impressive, it’s about being 
inspired. That’s what it means to 
be true to yourself.”  
 

Michelle Obama 
Former First Lady of the  
United States of America 


