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My Fellow Ole Farmers, time has 
really flown by, I trust you and 
your families are enjoying what’s 
left of the summer.    
 
This past Memorial Weekend May 
26 – 28, 2017 over a hundred Ole 
Farmers gathered for our 
significant signature event, our 
Annual General Meeting (AGM), 
and Reunion in Atlanta, Georgia.  
On behalf of the OFANA 
Executive and its members, I 
extend congratulations and sincere 
thanks to Vice President Dr. 
Shirley “Fish” Baily and his 
dedicated Team of Ole Farmers 
(Planning Committee), for their 
dedication, creativity, hard work 
and Southern Hospitality 
experienced by all in attendance.  
 
This AGM was indeed a very 
significant one, as our esteemed 
organization (OFANA), celebrated 
numerous significant milestones 
that weekend. 
 
Our Keynote Speaker, was the 
Honorable Minister Ed Bartlett, 
our Island Nation’s Minister of 
Tourism.   

Like OFANA, Minister Bartlett, 
embraces the very important role 
the Agriculture Sector plays in the 
Island’s Food Security, and 
ultimately the economic 
advantages we derive when we 
become self- reliant, and “Grow 
What We Eat, and Feed Our 
Visitors.”  
 

 
 

(From left, front row):  
Dr. T Johnson – OFANA Assistant 
Treasurer, Shamora Brown – President 
CASE Student Body, Ms. Una Gordon, 
Hon. Edmund Bartlett – Minister of 
Tourism, Norma Jarrett – OFANA 
President, Doreth Goodall, Canute 
Sadler - CASE Board Member, Tamara 
Christie - Jamaica 
Tourist Board Atlanta Representative, 
Renford Williams – OFANA Treasurer. 
(Back row, from left):  
Dr. Derrick Deslandes - CASE president, 
Major George Kates – CASE Board 
Chairman, Wendell Codner – OFANA 
Public Relations Officer, Leighton 
Salmon, Alan Stewart - President 
Atlanta Jamaica Association. 
 
During our planned Town Hall 
Meeting Friday evening, Minister 
Bartlett engaged in an interactive 
session with Ole Farmers, and 
members of local Atlanta civic 
groups, he emphasized the fact that 
majority of our visitors, travel to 
Jamaica to experience our culinary 
delights, so growing our own food 
is of primary importance.  
Chairman of the Board, President 
of our College and other members 
of CASE’s Board and Faculty were 
also in attendance, as was the 
CASE Jamaica Alumni President. 
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As part of our mission to keep 
abreast with societal changes, on 
December 12, 2015, OFANA made 
the commitment to build and 
furnish a Plant Tissue Culture Lab 
on the Main Campus at CASE, this 
is in addition to providing 
continued scholarship 
opportunities to deserving students. 
This state of the art Plant Tissue 
Culture Laboratory, is part of the 
College’s Bio-Technology Project. 
OFANA employed numerous 
fundraising tactics to partially 
realize this dream.  
 
 I am PROUD to report that on 
May 28, 2017, your OFANA 
President, made a presentation 
on your behalf, a check for US 
$60,000.00 (JA $7,200,000.00) to 
the President of CASE Dr. 
Deslandes.  President Deslandes 
expressed his gratitude to 
OFANA, for our shared vision in 
making this very important 
game changing plant tissue 
culture lab a reality.  
 
I use this opportunity to thank 
ALL, for the help and dedication of 
the numerous Ole Farmers, friends, 
family members and business 
leaders, for your generosity and 
commitment to OFANA. 
 
Other important highlights from 
our AGM weekend included: 

 
 OFANA’s welcome to 

Honorary Consul General 
of Atlanta Mrs. Jewel Scott, 
who congratulated and 
applauded members of 
OFANA on the outstanding 
accomplishments and 
willingness to provide 
continued financial support 
to the college. 

 Alan Stewart, President of 
Atlanta Jamaica 
Association congratulated 
OFANA, on the excellent 
work we do in the 
Diaspora, and expressed 
future collaborative 
engagements between both 
entities. 

 OFANA President Norma 
Jarrett and President of 
CASE Dr. Deslandes 
signed an MOU between 
the two organizations 
cementing their continued 
relationship. 

  President Norma Jarrett 
congratulated and presented 
Minister Bartlett, with a 
certificate, to commemorate 
his induction as an 
Honorary Ole Farmer. 

 President Norma Jarrett 
thanked, congratulated and 
presented Past President 
Wendell Codner with a 
certificate of appreciation 
for his service to OFANA. 

 Major George Kates, Ole 
Farmer and Board 
Chairman of CASE 
congratulated and presented 
Dr. Deslandes with a 
certificate to commemorate 
his induction as Honorary 
Ole Farmer. 

 
Saturday morning’s gathering of 
Ole Farmers was a true bonding 
session, with all the traditional 
festivities.   
Our Treasury Team - Renford 
“Cherry” Williams and TJ Johnson 
presented the Organization’s 
Financial Report for fiscal year 
2016 – 2017. Approval was given 
to the executive body to re- 
examine the election process to 
ensure all members are not up for 

re-election at the same time.  The 
executive and other volunteers 
were also charged with exploring 
continued recruiting and retention 
of younger graduates as members 
of OFANA. 
 
CASE Student Body President 
Shamora Brown delivered a very 
moving musical videotaped thank 
you message from the student body 
to OFANA (this will be posted on 
our website soon). 
 
Our own Ole Farmers Dr. Clara 
Marshall and Dr. Noel Gordon 
officiants, for the traditional 
Sunday service gave inspiring 
messages to attendees prior to their 
departure home. 
 
I wish to again express sincere 
thanks to all attendees, as well as 
our Atlanta hosts, for a memorable 
weekend. 
 
I use this opportunity to remind 
all Ole Farmers, that our Plant 
Tissue Culture Lab Pledge Drive, 
is ongoing. 
 
The US $60,000.00, given to the 
college represents only 50% of our 
pledged funding, needed for this 
game changing initiative for our 
College.  
 
We continue to appeal to your 
generosity and kind spirit, and 
urge you to do your part by 
making your contribution in 
making this Lab a reality. Please 
visit our website @ 
www.olefarmers.com  to donate 
via Pay Pal; or you may send 
donations directly to our 
Treasurer Renford Williams. Your 
Regional VPs, President and 
executive members are also 
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available to take your in-person 
donations. 
 
Please do explore and take 
advantage of any matching funds 
offered by your employers as well 
as solicitation from merchants 
you currently patronize, in 
helping us achieve our goal. We 
are in dire need of funds to 
complete this project.  
 
Great NEWS … Our Canadian 
Ole Farmers, have had their second 
“organizing meeting” on Saturday, 
August 19, 2017. Congratulations 
to Audrey Spence, whom the group 
has chosen as their pioneer VP for 
the region. 
OFANA President is working with 
our Canadian Ole Farmers and our 
newly elected VP in their quest to 
establish a successful and cohesive 
region. CONGRATULATIONS 
Guys and welcome to OFANA. 
 
Our Florida Region will be hosting 
their annual Fall Ball September 
23, 2017, and the Northeast Region 
will be hosting their Annual 
Holiday Fundraiser, December 9, 
2017.  Please support these regions 
by purchasing raffle tickets, 
soliciting or placing an ad in their 
magazines and attending these very 
elegant and festive events.  
 
Please join me in praying for the 
Lisle Family during this very 
difficult period. Mr. Alvin Lisle 
our beloved administrative staff 
member from JSA, passed away on 
August 16, 2017, in New York.  
May His Soul Rest In Peace. 
 
With Respect and Gratitude, 
 

Norma Jarrett 
 

OUR WEB-SITE  
 

We urge Ole Farmers to submit 
articles or items of breaking news 
either directly or via email to 
info@olefarmers.com.  
Members in good standing may log 
in to the secure "members" only 
portal for access to financial 
information and photographs of 
recent events. 
 
Please consider making a tax 
deductible donation by clicking 
on the PayPal "Donate button”. 
Try it today and save your 
receipt: 
 

 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
 
Membership is open to Alumni 
of: 

 College of Agriculture, 
Science and Education 
(1995 to present) 

 College of Agriculture 
(1981 – 1995)  

 Jamaica School of 
Agriculture (1942 – 1981) 

 Government Farm School 
(1910 – 1942)  

 
Please remember to bring your 
OFANA Membership up to date. 
Together as Ole Farmers, we are 
making a difference in the lives of 
our people.  
 
Membership Dues are set at 
$100.00 per person per year; 
that’s less than $1.95 per week to 
become a paid-up member.  
 

Not yet a member? Download an 
application form now using the 
link below:  
http://www.olefarmers.com/forms/ 

 
 
 
 

OLE FARMERS CAN 
DO ANYTHING 

 
OFANA salutes the Following: 
 
Ole Farmer Dr. Hylton ‘Hilly’ 
GORDON, DVM (Class of ’78) 
after graduating from the Jamaica 
School of Agriculture went on to 
study at: 

 Mercy College  
 Tuskegee University 
 Stony Brook University 

He is currently an Assistant 
Professor and Head of the Dept. of 
Comparative Medicine and 
Surgery at Icahn School of 
Medicine at Mount Sinai; Stony 
Brook University, White Plains, 
NY. 
 

 
 
Ole Farmer GORDON recently 
became an award winning first 
time inventor having developed 
and presented the ‘GORDON 
OVARIAN LIGAMENT 
SHEAR’ (United States Patent 
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9414854) at the Invention & New 
Product Exposition (INPEX) 
2017; ‘cutting edge’ technology 
enabling veterinarians to readily 
locate, isolate and sever ‘pedicles’ 
(small stalk-like structures 
connecting organs or other parts to 
the human or animal body) when 
spaying pets. 
 
Born to the late Charles and May 
GORDON of Western Jamaica, he 
is the fifth child of a brood of 
seven. He is married to his beloved 
‘Veronica’ and is father to two 
children, Kimeshea and Christina. 
He hopes to retire in Jamaica and 
fulfil his dream of operating a goat 
farm on the 5.0 acres of land 
“Given to him by his father’s 
hand! Without a dainty-foot donkey 
to ride; by God, that same land; he 
cherishes with great pride!” 
 
 
Ole Farmer, our wish for you is 
success without boundaries in all 
your future endeavors.  
 
 
 
 

C.A.S.E. ZONE 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 
C.A.S.E. Pineapples go to market! 
 

 

 
Sweet pineapples available at 
CASE Farms @ J$80.00 per pound 
……………………………………. 
 
See what else is happening on 
Campus –  

 http://case.edu.jm/web/ 
 https://www.facebook.com/we

doagriculture/  
 
 
 
 
 

OFANA 
SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

Students attending C.A.S.E. are 
hereby invited to apply for 2017-
2018 OFANA Scholarships.  
Visit www.olefarmers.com to 
download an application form.  
 
OFANA supporting the 
enlightenment of education in 
pursuit of agricultural excellence 
 
 
 
 
 

OPPORTUNITY TO 
STUDY ABROAD 

 
 
“Education is the most powerful 
weapon which you can use to 
change the world”.  

Nelson Mandela 
 
Visit the link below to discover 
opportunities that might be waiting 
just for you: 
 
http://scholarship-positions.com/  
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

 
The Consulate General of Jamaica, 
New York will host the Jamaica 
55 Independence Gala, Saturday, 
August 26, 2017 at the New York 
Hilton Mid-town, 1335 Avenue of 
the Americas (6th Ave), New York, 
NY 10019. 
……………………………………. 
 

FLORIDA FALL BALL 
 

It’s NOT Fall until Florida Ole 
Farmers host their 3rd Annual Fall 
Ball. 

 
 

Go ahead and mark your calendar: 
Florida Fall Ball – Saturday, 
September 23, 2017 commencing 
7:30 pm (dinner at 8:00 pm); 
CLUB 19 inside Pembroke Lakes 
Country Club, 10500 Taft Street, 
Pembroke Pines, FL 33026. 

 Proceeds to Fund Plant 
Tissue Culture Laboratory 
at C.A.S.E. 

 $80.00 per person 
 Prizes & Surprises 
 Premium Entertainment 

 
For Tickets please call: 
305 331 4935 
305 785 4702 
954 793 5226 
561 632 0274 
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WORLD TOURISM DAY 
 
If you are on the ‘Rock’ on 
September 27, 2017 make your 
presence felt on World Tourism 
Day. The purpose of this day is to 
raise awareness on the role of 
tourism within the international 
community and to show how it 
affects social, cultural, political 
and economic values worldwide. 
 

 
Celebrated annually as in 1970; the 
Statues of the United Nations 
World Tourism Organization 
(UNWTO) were adopted and are 
considered a milestone in global 
tourism. 
……………………………………. 
 

NE HOLIDAY DINNER-
DANCE 

 

 
The Official start of the Christmas 
Season for 2017 will be marked by 
the North East Region’s 9th Annual 
Holiday Dinner-Dance at the 
Stamford Marriott Hotel & Spa 
243 Tresser Boulevard, Stamford, 
CT 06901 to Saturday, December 
09, 2017. 

BACK A YAAD 
 

 
Jamaica 55 Highlighting 

Creative Industries 
 
Jamaica’s creative industries 
received major attention during 
‘Jamaica 55’ Independence 
celebrations this year. The 
occasion has been used to highlight 
excellence in the arts, craft and 
cuisine, among other areas. 
 
Artisans were included in the 
Jamaica 55 planning process. 
Strong collaboration amongst 
Things Jamaica, the marketing arm 
of the Jamaica Business 
Development Corporation (JBDC), 
the Ministries of Tourism and 
Industry, Commerce, Agriculture 
and Fisheries and other agencies, 
have encouraged the use of 
ordinary elements such as the 
calabash, shells and beans to 
produce exquisite exotic jewelry 
and other artistic pieces for display 
as part of the celebration of their 
country’s history and rich culture 
 
Source: Jamaica 55 to Highlight 
Creative Industries (JIS Website) 
 
http://jamaicans.com/2017-jamaica-
55-diaspora-conference/#  
 
For the latest News from Home 
follow these links: 

 http://www.jamaicaobserver.c
om/  

 http://jamaica-gleaner.com/  
 http://rjr94fm.com/live.php  

 http://www.televisionjamaica.
com/  

 http://www.cvmtv.com/  

 
For Sports from just about 
anywhere, try the free download 
below: 

 http://download.bringmesport
s.com/index.jhtml?spu=true
&partner=YLxdm003&pkw=l
ive%20cricket%20live&them
e=cricket&gclid=CKP3zvDU
88MCFUIR7AodH3gA2w  

 
 
 

 
 

The Denbigh Show is the oldest, 
largest and most dynamic 
Agricultural Show in the English 
Speaking Caribbean and one of 
Jamaica's most iconic event that 
was held for the first time in 1952 
and since then has reminded us 
each year of what we have 
achieved in agriculture and its 
related sectors. The Denbigh Show 
has enjoyed success as the 
Caribbean's premier agricultural 
event and epitomizes wholesome 
family entertainment and attracts 
over 80,000 patrons to the event 
annually. 
 
https://youtu.be/MVmuXcWSY1M?li
st=PLWVQ1lw26Srs9nyDvGBSRVR
ThJFI0W3cX  
 
The closing ceremony was marked 
with an announcement by the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness, Prime 
Minister of Jamaica; that the 
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Government is seeking to make 
special funds available for 
agricultural entities that 
manufacture value-added products. 
The Prime Minister noted that to 
pump funds into the agricultural 
sector, is considered one of the 
easiest ways to achieve growth in 
Jamaica and that:  
 

 Agricultural businesses 
generating foreign 
exchange from exports 
would also be considered 

 Businesses engaged in 
import substitution, 
especially for crops such as 
Irish potatoes, red peas and 
onions, will also be 
favored. 

 
From an article by Alecia Smith  

JIS 
August 9, 2017 

 
 
 
 

WELLNESS CHECK 
 
Healthy Lifestyle Tip:  
How to Boost Your Metabolism 
with Exercise  
 
Your next workout could set you 
up for a speedier metabolism.  
 
Your metabolism includes all the 
things your body does to turn food 
into energy and keep you going. 
Some people have a faster 
metabolism than others.  
 
Some things that affect whether 
your metabolism is speedy or 
sluggish include things you don't 
control, like your age, sex, and 
genes. Sometimes a sluggish 
thyroid could decrease your 

metabolism. But once you find out 
that it is normal, speeding it up is 
up to you. Focus on what really 
does make a difference: exercise.  
 
Muscle cells need a lot of energy, 
which means they burn a lot of 
calories. In fact, they burn more 
calories than fat cells, even when 
you're not exercising. So, the time 
you spend working out reaps 
benefits long after you stop 
sweating.  
 
Exercise becomes even more 
important as you get older. You 
naturally lose muscle mass with 
age, which slows down your 
metabolism. Working out can stop 
that slide.  
 
It's simple. You need to challenge 
your muscles often in these two 
ways:  
 

1. Amp up your workout 
Any kind of aerobic exercise, 
whether you're running or 
doing Zumba, burns calories. 
Make it more intense, and your 
body will burn more calories. 
Try intervals. You can do them 
with any type of cardio. The 
basic idea is to switch back and 
forth between higher and lower 
intensity. You make it really 
challenging, and then back 
down your pace, and repeat. 
For example, do as many 
jumping jacks as you can for 1 
minute, and then walk in place 
for 2 minutes. Repeat for 15 
minutes.  

 
2. Lift weights 
Because muscle uses more 
calories than fat, strengthening 
your muscles will make you 
into a more efficient calorie-

burning machine, even when 
you're at rest. Twice a week, do 
one or two sets of 12 to 15 
repetitions on each major 
muscle group (abs, biceps, 
glutes, quads). You'll be doing 
more than just helping your 
metabolism. Your heart, bones, 
and even your mood will 
benefit. It's a win all around. 

 
Sarner Health & Fitness Institute 

Service Team 
203-276-4567 

32 Strawberry Hill Court 
Stamford, CT 06902 

www.thehealthandfitnessinstitute.co
m 

 
Source: 

http://www.webmd.com/fitness-
exercise/guide/how-to-boost-your-

metabolism 
 
 
 
 

OUR CHANGING 
PLANET 

 

 
 
Q: Is the United States doing 
anything to prevent global 
warming? 
 
A: We’ve started. But in order to 
avoid the worst effects of climate 
change, we need to do a lot more—
together with other countries—to 
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reduce our dependence on fossil 
fuels and start using clean energy 
instead. 
 
In 2015, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency pledged to 
reduce carbon pollution from our 
power plants by nearly a third by 
2030, relative to 2005 levels, 
through its Clean Power Plan. The 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
has proposed carbon pollution and 
fuel economy standards that should 
cut emissions through the 2020s. 
Chemicals that contribute to global 
warming, like hydrofluorocarbons 
(used in air conditioners), are being 
phased out of production 
nationwide, and so are energy-
inefficient household items like 
incandescent lightbulbs. Also in 
2015, solar and wind power 
provided more than 5 percent of 
the United States’ electricity for 
the first time, and construction 
started on the country’s first 
offshore wind power project. 
 
Globally, at the United Nations 
Conference on Climate Change in 
Paris, 195 countries—including the 
United States—agreed to pollution-
cutting provisions with a goal of 
preventing the average global 
temperature from rising more than 
1.5 degrees Celsius above 
preindustrial times. (Scientists say 
we must stay below a two-degree 
increase to avoid catastrophic 
climate impacts.) 
 
To help make the deal happen, the 
Obama administration pledged $3 
billion to the Green Climate Fund, 
an international organization 
dedicated to helping poor countries 
adopt cleaner energy technologies. 
Under the terms of the Paris 
agreement, participating nations 

will meet every five years, starting 
in 2020, to revise their plans for 
cutting CO2 emissions. Beginning 
in 2023, they will also have to 
publicly report their progress. 
 
From the Natural Resource Defense 
Council (NRDC), a 501(c)(3) Non-
profit international environmental 
advocacy group, working to 
safeguard the earth, its people, its 
plants and animals, and the natural 
systems on which all life depends 
 
 
 
 
 

GOING GREEN 
 

 
Jamaica’s largest  
Solar Power Plant  
up and running 

 
One of Jamaica's largest hotels, the 
1000 room Grand Palladium in 
Hanover, has been outfitted with 
what is believed to be the largest 
solar plant in the country. 
 

 
 

The hotel expects to save over 
J$80 million in energy cost per 
year from the installation of a solar 
photovoltaic (PV) power plant by 
local manufacturer, Sofos Jamaica. 
 
The resort's general manager, José 
Morgan describes the investment 
as a win-win for the tourism sector 
and destination Jamaica. 
The project represents a total 
investment of US$3.4 million by 
the hotel, which is expected to see 
full return on its investments after 
four years and US$21.9 million in 
energy savings after 30 years, said 
a media release by Sofos Jamaica. 
 
This project plays a leading role in 
the Jamaican Government’s aim to 
make solar the ‘cheapest energy 
source by 2030’. Digicel Jamaica 
and the Tryall Golf Club in 
Hanover are slated to follow the 
Grand Palladium’s lead. 
 
Sofos Jamaica partners with 
German solar manufacturer IBC 
Solar, who are suppliers of their 
solar modules. 
 
The Solar PV system used by 
Sofos Jamaica are specially 
structured for the Caribbean and 
are light-weight, low-maintenance 
and able to resist up to category-
four hurricanes. The PV systems 
are also equipped with a Sofos 
customized software, which allows 
instant information access by 
Internet on any device from 
anywhere, as well as stop-system 
alerts and notifications by email or 
text messaging. 
 

From an article by Janet Silvera,  
Senior Gleaner Writer 

Western Bureau  
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WHERE ARE THEY 
NOW? 

 

Members at large would like to 
know the whereabouts of the 
following Ole Farmers: 

 Cleveland CLARKE 
(Class of ’79) 

 Aston REID (Class of ’77) 

 Anita WILLIAMS (Class 
of ’79) 

 Harris YOUNG (Class of 
’77) 

 
Anyone in possession of any form 
of contact information for the 
aforementioned is encouraged to 
submit same to 
info@olefarmers.com  
 

 

 

 

GONE BUT NOT 
FORGOTTEN 

 

 
Ole Farmer Winston 
ARMSTRONG (Class of ‘55) 
faded on Sunday, July 16, 2017. 
 
Ole Farmer ARMSTRONG was a 
stalwart Agriculturalist who gave 
decades of dedicated service to the 
Ministry of Agriculture (MINAG) 
and later the Rural Agricultural 
Development Authority (RADA) 
in the Agricultural Extension 
Service; rising to the rank of Parish 
Agricultural Manager.  
 
The service of thanksgiving for the 
life and work of Ole Farmer 
ARMSTRONG was held at the 

Cathedral of St. Jago de la Vega, 
Barrett Street, Spanish Town, St. 
Catherine on August 05. 
……………………………………. 
 

Ole Farmers Sandra Sheron 
SANKEY-KITSON (Class of 
’82) faded on July 07, 2017 in 
Ontario, Canada. She is survived 
by spouse, Ole Farmer Clifton 
KITSON (Class of ’82).  
 
A Funeral Mass in her honor was 
held at St. John of the Cross 
Carmelite Catholic Church in 
Mississauga, Ontario, Canada on 
July 22, 2017. 
……………………………………. 
 
Ole Farmer Benjamin ‘Bull Pig’ 
MORGAN (Class of ’86) faded in 
early July.  
 

 
 

Ole Farmer MORGAN was a 
dedicated educator in the field of 
Agricultural Education at 
numerous institutions. He was the 
Agricultural Science Teacher at 
Denbigh High School in Clarendon 
at the time of his fading. 
 
The service of thanksgiving for his 
life and work was held at May Pen 
Baptist Church in Clarendon on 
July 27, 2017. 
…………………………………… 
 

Ole Farmer Brenda McKENZIE-
TUCKER (Class of ’80) on June 

21, 2017 in Los Angeles, 
California. She is survived by 
husband David, children Erica and 
Rachael, mother Beryl, four 
brothers, five sisters including Ole 
Farmer Evon McKENZIE (Class 
of ’71) and other relatives.  
 

 
 

The service of thanksgiving for her 
life and work was be held at St. 
Peter Claver Catholic Church in 
Kingston on July 22. Interment 
followed at the Dovecot Memorial 
Park, St. Catherine. 
…………………………………… 
 
Ole Farmer Rev. James Albert 
MUNROE (Class of ’60) faded on 
May 28, at home in Ensom City, 
Spanish Town, St. Catherine. 

 

 
 
Ole Farmer MUNROE gave 
yeoman service to the Lands 
Department, rising through the 
ranks to the position of 
Commissioner; where he served 
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for many years.  He was later 
ordained as an Anglican Priest and 
served in that capacity up to the 
time of his fading. 
 
The service of thanksgiving for the 
life and work of Ole Farmer 
MUNROE was held at the St. 
Andrew Parish Church, Half Way 
Tree, St. Andrew on June 17.    
 

 
 
You all will be sorely missed: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m
Wm1NbF1Ikw&feature=related 
 
 
 
 

YOUR PRAYER CAN 
CHANGE THINGS! 

 
If my people, which are called by 
my name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek my 
face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, 
and will heal their land. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACROSS THE 
DIASPORA  

 
For the Record! 

 
On April 15, 2017, Violet 
MOSSE-BROWN (affectionately 
known as ‘Aunt V’), born March 
10, 1900 in Duanvale, Trelawny, 
Jamaica, became the oldest living 
person in the world; whose age 
has been documented. 
 

 
 
‘Aunt V’ (R) with Hon. Andrew HOLNESS 
(Prime Minister) and Ms. Elaine 
McGROWDER (longtime friend/caregiver) 

 
For her longevity, hard work and 
contribution to her community, 
Mrs. MOSSE-BROWN at age 117 
yr. is considered a ‘National 
Treasure’ and accordingly has been 
awarded the Prime Minister’s 
Medal of Appreciation. She also 
received a citation in recognition of 
her status as the first verified super 
centenarian from Jamaica and the 
world’s oldest living person. As 
well, in an effort to accommodate 
the increased vehicular traffic of 
well-wishers visiting ‘Aunt V’, the 
Duanvale Main Road will be 
improved, appropriately lit and 
renamed in her honor, putting that 
sleepy country village on the map 
as a point of interest for tourists. 
 
Coincidentally, a baby boy who 
‘Aunt V’ helped to deliver eighty 

years ago, grew up to become 
our own Ole Farmer Lloyd 
VERMONT (Class of ’61). 
 

 
 
They are very close to this day; 
in fact since the passing of Aunt 
V’s ninety-seven year old son 
Hartland FAIRWEATHER in 
April 2017, he has stepped in to 
fill the void.  
 
Well done! 
……………………………………. 
 

Dr. Tashni-Ann Dubroy  
native of Jamaican, named  

Female President of the Year  
by HBCU Digest 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Fresh from her 
victory as the recently appointed 
Executive Vice President and 
Chief Operating Officer at Howard 
University, Dr. Tashni-Ann 
Dubroy, currently President 
of Shaw University, has been 
named Female President of the 
Year by the HBCU Digest.  
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Dr. Tashni-Ann Dubroy will take 
up her new position at Howard 
in October 2017. 

“I am greatly humbled and honored 
to be receiving this award,” said 
Dr. Dubroy. “I offer my sincerest 
gratitude to the HBCU Digest and 
its founding editor, Mr. Jarrett 
Carter, as well as the awards 
committee.” 

From her arrival in the USA as a 
17-year old immigrant 
from Jamaica to her current 
position at Shaw as one of the 
country’s youngest college leaders, 
Dr. Dubroy’s career in academia 
has been on a consistent and 
shining ascent. Her personal story 
is a lesson in dedication, 
persistence and a fierce will to 
overcome adversity. 

“My mother left our home when I 
was 13 years old,” Dr. Dubroy 
explains. “She said I’m going to 
the USA to make a better life for 
our family.  I didn’t see her for two 
years but she paved the way for me 
to join her and continue my 
education.  My childhood was 
quite unique.  Even though my 
parents didn’t have a college 
education, once they sparked a 
hunger in me for excellence and a 
can-do spirit, they knew I would 
take flight.  It was a blessing to 
have such parents who believed in 
me.” 

Appointed as Shaw’s President 
in August 2015, Dr. Dubroy helped 
to revitalize her Alma 
Mater’s campus operations, budget 
performance and enrollment.  She 
is credited with the university’s 
first enrollment increase in six 
years and closing a $4 
million fundraising gap, 

including $630,000 — the single 
largest total ever raised in an 
alumni event. 

Dr. Dubroy’s emphasis on fiscal 
conservatism and process 
optimization helped the university 
to develop several key campus 
initiatives, including the 
termination of a three-year salary 
reduction program, investments in 
long-deferred facility projects and 
the establishment of recruitment 
bolstering initiatives. 

“We are proud of her energetic, 
inclusive and refreshing 
leadership,” says Shaw’s Board 
Chairman Dr. Joe Bell, “and the 
manner in which she led our 
institution to surpass goals in 
student enrollment, fundraising and 
cost control. We wish her all the 
best in the next phase of her 
professional journey.” 

“I thank the Shaw 
University Board of Trustees for 
their faith in me, who interviewed 
a 34-year-old woman with a 
Jamaican accent, who had no 
experiential proof that she could do 
the job as president,” says Dr. 
Dubroy, “…but who walked into 
the interview with a bold vision, 
dressed in a navy blue pant suit and 
pearls, and they hired me!” 

Dr. Dubroy has received numerous 
honors for her innovative 
leadership at Shaw, including the 
2017 CEO of the Year by 
the Triangle Business Journal, the 
2016 Presidential Medal of 
Excellence from Kingsborough 
Community College, and she is the 
first recipient of the 2016 Spirit of 
Excellence in Higher Education 
award from the Movement of 
Youth organization. 

“Many of the students we serve 
at Shaw University are facing 
many of the same challenges that I 
faced as a student.  We fight every 
single day to make a difference in 
their lives, to ease the adversities 
they encounter in pursuit of a 
college education.  I am proud to 
be counted among other university 
leaders who are committed 
gladiators in higher education. I 
also want to acknowledge the 
dedication of my fellow women 
presidents, who are equally 
deserving of this accolade.” 

Dr. Dubroy began her career as a 
Research Scientist at BASF, the 
world’s largest chemical company. 
She quickly ascended to the 
position of global technology 
analyst, and after two years, was 
appointed to serve as chemical 
procurement manager, where she 
managed a strategic sourcing 
budget of $35 million. 

Dr. Dubroy earned her Ph.D. in 
Physical Organic Chemistry 
from North Carolina State 
University in 2007 and holds a 
Masters of Business 
Administration from Rutgers 
University in New Jersey. 

From an article published by  
South Florida Caribbean News  

July 29, 2017 

……………………………………. 
 
View more about our people: 
http://www.jamaicadiaspora.org/new
s/about-us/  
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NOW THAT’S FUNNY 
 
With all the BONA FIDE workers 
from American Farms, restaurants 
and Big Box stores like Wal-Mart 
etc. gone, Sally MULLIHAN of 
Coral Springs, FL decided to take 
one of the jobs that most 
Americans were not willing to do.  
 
Sally applied for a job in a Florida 
lemon grove, but she seemed to be 
far too qualified for the job. She 
had a liberal arts degree from the 
University of Michigan and had 
worked as a social worker and a 
school teacher.  
 

 
 
The foreman frowned and asked,  
"Have you had any actual 
experience in picking lemons?"  
 
To which Sally replied, 
"Well, as a matter of fact, I do. I've 
been divorced three times, owned 
two Chryslers and I voted for you 
know who in the last General 
Election".  
 
She reported for work last 
Monday. We believe she’ll make 
Supervisor in no time! 
 
 
 
 
 

INSPIRATION 
 
 

 
 
“I would rather die upon yonder 
gallows, than live in slavery” 

Samuel Sharpe 
 
Inspiration from an enslaved man, 
a Baptist deacon, a freedom fighter 
and the main instigator of the 1831 
Slave Rebellion in Jamaica; 
instrumental in bringing about the 
abolition of slavery in 1834 
(thirty-one years before slavery 
was abolished in America). 
 
Our people know when enough is 
enough! 


