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My Fellow Alumni and Friends of 
OFANA, welcome to this our 24th 
Edition of The Grapevine. Thank 
You Editor War B. 
 
The Holiday season is here, and it 
is a time to reflect on the 
wonderful blessings we have 
received throughout the year. On 
behalf of the OFANA Executive, I 
extend best wishes to you and your 
family as you celebrate the 
Birthday and Gift of His Son and 
all the Blessings He has bestowed 
upon you. 
 
Since its inception 2007, OFANA 
has achieved many significant and 
noteworthy accomplishments. 
I am honored and excited to report 
some of the remarkable milestones 
OFANA accomplished this past 
year: 
  
January 27th and 28th 2017, 
approximately 18 Ole Farmers 
traveled from North America to 
Jamaica, to celebrate the 107th 
Anniversary of the founding of our 
Alma Mater with the students and 
faculty. The alumni, enjoyed great 
comradery and demonstrated true 

“school spirit” and support of the 
Alma Mater. We broke ground for 
the construction of the Plant Tissue 
Culture Lab. Five students who 
met the criteria established by 
Chairperson Dr. Norma Dawkins 
and the Scholarship Committee, 
were awarded OFANA 
Scholarships. To date we have 
awarded 30 scholarships with a 
cumulative value of US 
$34,500.00. 
 
March 2017, OFANA participated 
in the UJAA Mega Raffle, there 
was excellent participation from 
our members throughout all 
regions. I thank Jennifer Petgrave 
who assisted me as national 
coordinator for this great project.  
We applaud VP Lennox Brown 
and the hard working Texas Ole 
Farmers as well as VP Sharon 
Heath, and the hard working NE 
Ole Farmers; both regions sold 
more than 90% of their assigned 
tickets. Special congratulations is 
extended to TJ Johnson who sold 
the highest percentile as an 
individual. My sincere thanks to 
ALL who sold or purchased 
tickets. Looking forward to your 
continued support for our 
upcoming 2018 UJAA Mega 
Raffle, excellent prizes await all. 
Stay Tuned. 
 
May 28, 2017, a US $60,000.00 
check was presented to President 
Deslandes and the faculty 
representatives in attendance at 
OFANA’s 11th Annual General 
Meeting hosted by Dr. Shirley 
Bailey and his talented, 
hardworking Ole Farmers in the 
region. Special guests included 
Hon Minister of Tourism Ed 
Bartlett ( Guest Speaker), 
Honorary Consul of  Atlanta Jewel 



2 
 

Scott, Chairman of the Board 
Kates and other Board Members 
and President of CASE. Both the 
Minister and Dr. Deslandes were 
given distinctions as Honorary Ole 
Farmers. CASE student body 
president represented the students 
very well, and conveyed heartfelt 
thanks to OFANA via a musical 
video. We thank Dr. Bailey and his 
Team for a memorable event.  
 
September 30, 2017, OFANA 
President officially welcomed VP 
Elect Audrey Spence and the 
Canadian Ole Farmers to OFANA, 
at a reception held in Brampton 
Canada.  
     

 
 
These Ole Farmers are excited to 
be a part of this organization and 
we are honored and happy to 
welcome them. Together we will 
do great things.  
 
November 10, 2017, VP Dee 
Danvers, and the hardworking 
Florida Team treated all in 
attendance to memorable affair. 
Hurricane Irma, prompted 
postponement of the planned 
September, Elegance with a 
Purpose Ball, but with the team’s 
commitment and tenacity they 
executed a well- planned Affair 
which was truly Elegant. Great job 
all, and sincere thanks. We look 
forward to revisiting Florida, and 
to experience your usual creativity 
and hospitality, during our 

upcoming AGM, May 25 -27, 
2018. 
 
December 10, 2016, VP Sharon 
Heath and the hardworking North 
East Ole Farmers hosted a 
successful Annual Fundraiser, 
where they honored the Founding 
Members of OFANA. Vice Consul 
Donaldson, UJAA President, 
Diaspora representatives and stake 
holders, enjoyed a very festive 
event. Sincere thanks to VP Sharon 
Heath and the hard-working North 
East Team, who are currently 
engaged in the final preparations 
for their 9th Annual Fundraiser 
December 9, 2017 Event.  This 
event gets bigger and better every 
year, great job Ole Farmers. 
Contribution for this event is 
$85.00 and tickets are still 
available for this exciting event at 
the Stamford Marriott Hotel & 
Spa. Music is provided by DJ Roy 
from Road International.  
Christmas really starts here! 
 
Ole Farmers & Friends, thank you 
for your contributions to this noble 
organization, we urge your 
continued support for OFANA and 
the many projects we undertake. 
We are still in dire need for 
Funding for the Plant Tissue 
Culture Lab and Scholarships. 
Please consider making a 
Christmas Gift to your Alumni 
Association. 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year. God Bless You, America and 
Jamaica, Land We Love! 
 
With Respect & Gratitude. 
 

Norma Jarrett. 
 
 

OUR WEB-SITE  
 

We urge Ole Farmers to submit 
articles or items of breaking news 
either directly or via email to 
info@olefarmers.com.  
Members in good standing may log 
in to the secure "members" only 
portal for access to financial 
information and photographs of 
recent events. 
 
Please consider making a tax 
deductible donation by clicking 
on the PayPal "Donate button”. 
Try it today and save your 
receipt: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
 
Membership is open to Alumni 
of: 

 College of Agriculture, 
Science and Education 
(1995 to present) 

 College of Agriculture 
(1981 – 1995)  

 Jamaica School of 
Agriculture (1942 – 1981) 

 Government Farm School 
(1910 – 1942)  

 
Please remember to bring your 
OFANA Membership up to date. 
Together as Ole Farmers, we are 
making a difference in the lives of 
our people.  
 
Membership Dues are set at 
$100.00 per person per year; 
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that’s less than $1.95 per week to 
become a paid-up member.  
 
Not yet a member? Download an 
application form now using the 
link below:  
http://www.olefarmers.com/forms/ 

 
 
 
 

 

C.A.S.E. ZONE 
 
 

AN OPEN LETTER TO 
STUDENTS AT C.A.S.E. 

 
Dear Students - Future Ole 
Farmers,  
 
The executive and members of the 
Ole Farmers Association North 
America Inc. (OFANA), extend 
heartfelt congratulations and 
welcome to you, to the beginning 
of the school year, at this 
prestigious institution CASE. 
 
Our institution, has sustained a rich 
heritage, as the premier tertiary 
agriculture institution in the 
Caribbean. This rich legacy has 
existed, since the inception of the 
Government Farm School, January 
25th 1910. We continue to applaud 
the foresight and commitment of 
our Founding Fathers, who 
recognized and responded to the 
need, to establish an esteemed 
institution that would provide well 
trained and talented graduates to 
guide governments and farmers, as 
well as shape policies in the 
agricultural sector of the Caribbean 
and around the world. 
 
To each of you students, OFANA 
challenges you, to become familiar 

with the rich heritage established 
over the years by our graduates. 
Dream BIG, aspire and work to 
become a part of this robust legacy. 
Emulate the stellar performances 
of the graduates who have walked 
the halls of the Government Farm 
School and its successive colleges 
JSA, COA and CASE. Strive to 
outperform the bar set, and become 
trailblazers in your chosen fields.  
Create bonds with your fellow 
students, as you ARE, the future 
policy makers, and the 
relationships cultivated here, will 
later prove invaluable in your 
career growth.  
 
What is OFANA you may ask? 
We are the Alumni Association for 
graduates of The Government 
Farm School and its successive 
institutions - The Jamaica School 
of Agriculture (JSA), College of 
Agriculture (COA), and the 
College of Agriculture Science and 
Education (CASE) residing in 
North America and Canada. 
 
Founded in New York in 2007, 
OFANA is organized exclusively 
for charitable and educational 
purposes to foster the advancement 
of Tertiary Agricultural Education 
among students pursuing degrees 
in Agricultural Related Sciences in 
Jamaica. 
 
Our mission is to preserve the 
spirit, values and guiding 
principles of our Alma Mater. We 
provide mentorship and other 
opportunities for students such as 
yourself, and opportunities for the 
college.    
 
On May 30th 2010, OFANA 
announced the establishment of its 
Scholarship Fund, at the centennial 

reunion celebration of the college 
in Jamaica. I am excited to inform 
you that on January 28th 2017 we 
awarded our 30th Scholarship to 
deserving students of CASE with a 
cumulative value of US$33,500.00. 
 
On December 12th 2015, OFANA 
made a commitment to build and 
furnish a Plant Tissue Culture Lab 
on the Main Campus at CASE, this 
is in addition to providing 
continued scholarship 
opportunities to deserving students. 
 
This state of the art Plant Tissue 
Culture Laboratory, is part of the 
College’s Bio-Technology Project. 
It will enable unparalleled 
academic and research 
opportunities for you, the students 
and faculty. This Plant Tissue 
Culture Laboratory is also aligned 
to the Nation’s objective for Food 
Security and the application of 
scientific principles in instituting 
technology, to produce disease free 
planting material for our farmers 
for sustained high yield. 
 
It is with great pride that I report 
that on May 28, 2017, OFANA 
made a presentation to the College, 
a check for US $60,000 .00, this 
represents Fifty percent (50%) of 
the amount pledged for the 
completion of this Plant Tissue 
Culture Lab. 
 
You are encouraged to visit our 
website at www.olefarmers.com  
and to become familiar with your 
North American alumni 
association, together we can do 
great things. Let us build valuable 
relationships now, to help enhance 
your college experience. Upon 
graduation, you too are invited to 
be a member of OFANA and pay 
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forward that which you have 
gained from OFANA and this 
noble institution CASE. We wish 
you a productive and fun year. 
 
Regards, 
 

Norma Jarrett 
 
 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 
CASE Students to participated in 
International Student Week 
under the theme ‘A Positive 
Attitude Changes Everything’ 
(PACE); November 19 – 25, 2017.  
 
Activities included:  

1. Sunday, November 19 -  
Church Service  

2. Thursday, November 23 - 
Old Time Sin Ting come 
back again (nostalgic 
fashion wear day) 

3. Friday, November 24, 2017 
Out of Many One People 
(Outfits reflecting 
Jamaica’s diverse 
ethnicity) 

4. Saturday, November 25, 
2017 –  

 Youth 
Empowerment 
Seminar  

 Mr. & Ms. CASE 
Competition 

……………………………………. 
 
See what else is happening on 
Campus –  

 http://case.edu.jm/web/ 
 https://www.facebook.com/we

doagriculture/   
 
 

OFANA 
SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

Students attending C.A.S.E. are 
hereby invited to apply for 2017-
2018 OFANA Scholarships.  
Visit www.olefarmers.com to 
download an application form.  
 
OFANA supporting the 
enlightenment of education in 
pursuit of agricultural excellence 
 
 
 
 
 

OPPORTUNITY TO 
STUDY ABROAD 

 
 
“Education is the most powerful 
weapon which you can use to 
change the world”.  

Nelson Mandela 
 
Visit the link below to discover 
opportunities that might be waiting 
just for you: 
 
http://scholarship-positions.com/  
 
 
 
 
 

EVENT REVIEW 
 

FLORIDA FALL BALL 
 

With hurricane ‘Irma’ in the 
rearview mirror, Florida Ole 
Farmers and friends gathered at 
‘CLUB NINETEEN’ inside the 
Pembroke Lakes Country Club on 
Friday, November 10, 2017, for 
their 3rd Annual Fall Ball 
(Elegance with a Purpose). Though 

a postponement had put a damper 
on the event, just under 100 
attendees enjoyed a sumptuous 
meal then burned the extra calories 
to rhythms provided by DJ Xtreme. 
 

        
 
There were prizes and surprises. 
The big winners included: 
      

 
 
1st Prize – 40” Flat Screen Color 
Television: Christina SANCHEZ 
from Miami, FL (Ticket sold by 
Vanetta LESLIE-JAMES  
 

 
2nd Prize – King-size Comforter: 
P. KERR (Ticket sold by Hyacinth 
BELLE-TAYLOR) 
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3rd Prize – Weekend for 2 at 
North Star Villas, Mammee Bay, 
St. Ann: Sharon HEATH from 
Queens, NY (Ticket sold by 
Doreen CLEMETSON-
DANVERS) 
 
Consolation Prizes included a 
Massage Cushion and Bar-B-
Que Tool Set. There were two 
Gate Prizes of Gift Boxes by 
Grace Foods.  
 
Use the link below to browse our 
Photo Album: 
https://photodons.dphoto.com/#/alb
um/7f93au  
 
Photography by:  
 

 
 
On behalf of OFANA leadership, a 
very special thank you to everyone 
for the continued immeasurable 
support given to create a successful 
Fall Ball, a "three-peat". One love! 
 

Doreen C. Danvers 
VP – Florida 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
 

NE HOLIDAY DINNER-
DANCE 

 

 
 
The Official start of the Christmas 
Season for 2017 will be marked by 
the North East Region’s 9th Annual 
Holiday Dinner-Dance at the 
Stamford Marriott Hotel & Spa 
243 Tresser Boulevard, Stamford, 
CT 06901 to Saturday, December 
09, 2017. 
 
Tickets $85.00 per person; call  

 914 310 4370 
 917 406 0602 
 917 885 4516 
 230 324 7157 

 
Cash Bar available; music by 
ROAD INTERNATIONAL 
DISCO 
 
For preferred accommodation, 
please use the link below now: 
Book your group rate for OFANA 
……………………………………. 
 
 

CLASS OF ’77  
STAND UP 

 
Mid-December 2017 makes it 
‘forty years out-a-grass’ for the 
Class of ’77. While members of 
said Class in Jamaica plan to mark 
that milestone with a Church 

Service & Luncheon/Lyme in 
Mandeville; members in North 
America are encouraged to pledge 
$40.00 towards completing the 
Plant Tissue Culture Laboratory at 
C.A.S.E. 
 
Remember; 

 Without Government Farm 
School there might not 
have been a Jamaica School 
of Agriculture 

 Without the Jamaica School 
of Agriculture there might 
not have been a College of 
Agriculture 

 Without the College of 
Agriculture there might not 
be a College of Agriculture 
Science and Education 
today 

 
Cement your legacy in the 
pursuit of excellence in 
Agriculture, by our people.  
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Members of preceding Graduating 
Classes are also invited to 'pitch 
in'. Call your 'roomie'; let's make it 
happen. 
……………………………………. 

 
FOUNDERS’ DAY 2018 

 

Founders' Days 2018 will be held 
over the period Friday, January 
26 - Sunday January 28, 2017 at 
the College campus in Portland. 
 
Friday, January 26, 2018 - 
Intellectual stimulation Day will 
continue to take the form of a 
symposium during which 
prominent Ole Farmers and other 
eminent research scientists will be 
invited to present relevant papers 
based on scientific adaptive or 
academic research conducted by 
the presenters. 
 
Presentation may be based on 
aspects of the academic research 
conducted for a Masters or 
Doctoral thesis or on adaptive 
research work conducted during 
the normal course of one’s job 
functions. 
 
Abstracts of presentations should 
be submitted by Friday, December 
15, 2018 to be followed by the full 
text no later than Friday, January 
05, 2018.  
 
All submissions should be sent 
concurrently to: 
webstermcpherson@gmail.com  
and sawebster68@hotmail.com  
 
…………......................................... 
 

#OFANA 2018 
 
For Memorial Weekend, May 25 – 
27, 2018; ALL roads lead to 

Florida for OFANA’s 12th Annual 
Reunion.  
 
Mark your calendar; details to 
follow. Watch this space! 
  
 
 
 
 

BACK A YAAD 
 

 
 
For the latest News from Home 
follow these links: 

 http://www.jamaicaobserver.c
om/  

 http://jamaica-gleaner.com/  
 http://rjr94fm.com/live.php  
 http://www.televisionjamaica.

com/  
 http://www.cvmtv.com/  

 
For Sports from just about 
anywhere, try the free download 
below: 
http://download.bringmesports.com/i
ndex.jhtml?spu=true&partner=YLxd
m003&pkw=live%20cricket%20live&
theme=cricket&gclid=CKP3zvDU88
MCFUIR7AodH3gA2w  
 
 

 
 
 

WELLNESS CHECK 
 

7 Easy Ways to Make  
Your Life Less Stressful 

 
We all have stress in our lives, but 
imagine if you could reduce your 
stress levels by making some 
small, simple and effective 
changes? 
 

These 7 techniques will help to 
drastically reduce stress from your 
life and can easily be integrated 
into any lifestyle or routine. Your 
metabolism includes all the things 
your body does to turn food into 
energy and keep you going. Some 
people have a faster metabolism 
than others.  
 

1. Go to Bed Earlier and 
Wake Up Earlier 

We all know how important sleep 
is. Going to bed earlier and waking 
up earlier can help you start the 
day off just right. If your mornings 
are chaotic, it is likely that the rest 
of your day will also follow this 
energy. To prevent this from 
happening, give yourself time in 
the morning so you can relax and 
get ready for your day at a more 
leisurely pace. You can even 
organize yourself the night before, 
so you can spend time in the 
morning doing things that you 
actually enjoy like reading, 
journaling, meditating and so on. 
You can even create your own 
power morning ritual. 
 

2. Make Lists 
Start your morning off by making a 
list of all the things you have to do. 
This will help you stay on track 
and keep you organized for the day 
ahead. It can also be satisfying to 
cross off or check each item as you 
complete it. If you find it 
overwhelming to make a list, try to 
only include things that are 100 
percent necessary for you to do 
that day. This way, it will stop you 
from feeling overwhelmed and 
help you to know definitively what 
needs to be done and what will just 
have to wait for another day. 
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3. Don’t Worry About What 
You Can’t Control 

Worrying takes up a lot of energy 
and sucks time out of the day. 
Don’t waste your time worrying 
about things that you cannot 
control. No amount of worrying is 
going to change the situation so it 
is not worth your time. If the 
situation is in your control 
however, keep your mind focused 
on solutions rather than the 
problem. When you give energy to 
a problem, it grows and becomes 
more complicated and difficult to 
manage. But, if you instead divert 
your energy to a solution, whatever 
you are dealing with becomes 
much easier and less complicated 
to handle. 
 

4. Learn to Say ‘No’ 
One of the most powerful ways to 
reduce stress in your life is 
learning how to say ‘No’ to the 
things that you don’t really want to 
do. If you find yourself agreeing to 
things because you feel bad or 
because you “should” do them, you 
may want to reconsider this line of 
thinking. Putting pressure on 
yourself like this can lead to a lot 
of unnecessary stress and can also 
leave you less time to do the things 
that you actually want to do. 
Learning how to say ‘No’ is 
powerful and the more you practice 
using it, the more room you will 
create in your life for things you 
actually want to say ‘Yes’ to. 
 

5. Limit Distractions 
Take a moment to reflect back on 
how you spent your time last week, 
are there distractions that you 
could have avoided? Do the effects 
of your weekend partying spill 
over into the rest of your week? Do 
you spend hours a day checking 

Facebook and scrolling through 
social media? Take the time to 
identify things that are distracting 
you from moving forward and 
actually doing the things that you 
want to do with your life. Once 
you have identified these habits, 
perhaps see if you can make some 
changes so they become less of an 
issue. For example, if you are 
spending roughly 5 hours a week 
on social media, consider cutting 
this time in half and using the rest 
of the time to take up a new hobby 
or do something that feels 
rewarding and purposeful. 
 

6. Eat Well 
Poor nutrition can actually make it 
harder for your body to adapt to 
stress. When you nourish your 
body with a wide variety of healthy 
foods, it gives you the fuel you 
need to get through the day. If you 
don’t already, try to incorporate 
lots of fresh vegetables and fruits, 
protein, healthy fats and whole 
grains into your diet. Also 
remember to drink lots and lots of 
water through the day, as this can 
also help to restore energy levels 
and improve the functioning of 
your body. Foods to avoid include 
fast foods, processed foods and 
foods that contain artificial 
preservatives, colorings and 
flavors. This includes artificial 
sweeteners and manufactured 
sweeteners like high fructose corn 
syrup. 
 

7. Practice Gratitude 
One of the easiest ways to 
eliminate stress from your life is to 
be thankful for all of the amazing 
opportunities and experiences in 
your life. At the end of every day, 
make it a point to reflect on 7 
things that you feel grateful for. 

Perhaps even get into the habit of 
asking yourself- “What is the best 
thing that happened to me today?” 
This is also a great question to ask 
your family over dinner or to share 
with your roommates or partner as 
you are winding down for the 
night. 
 
So, there you have it. 7 simple 
ways to reduce stress from your 
life so you can make it through 
your day with ease and grace. 
 

Published in the Washington Post 
An article by Tanaaz Chubb –  

Author of The Power of Positive 
Energy & Creator of 

www.ForeverConscious.com   
 

 
 
 
 

OUR CHANGING 
PLANET 

 

 
Before your very eyes –  
 
http://www.cnn.com/videos/w
orld/2017/11/17/breathing-
earth-timelapse-orig.cnn 
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WHERE ARE THEY 
NOW? 

 

Members at large would like to 
know the whereabouts of the 
following Ole Farmers: 

 Cleveland CLARKE 
(Class of ’79) 

 Aston REID (Class of ’77) 

 Anita WILLIAMS (Class 
of ’79) 

 Harris YOUNG (Class of 
’77) 

 
Anyone in possession of any form 
of contact information for the 
aforementioned is encouraged to 
submit same to 
info@olefarmers.com  
 

 

 

 

 

GONE BUT NOT 
FORGOTTEN 

 

Ole Farmer Creighton ‘Deacon’ 
KNIGHT (Class of ‘63) faded on 
Wednesday, November 01, 2017. 
 
Ole Farmer KNIGHT gave decades 
of unstinting and dedicated service 
to the Livestock subsector of the 
Jamaican Agriculture with: 

 Ministry of Agriculture 
 Jamaica 4H Clubs  
 ALCAN / WINDALCO in 

the parish of St. Ann. 
 
The service of thanksgiving for the 
life and work of Ole Farmer 
KNIGHT will be held in the 
Moneague Teachers College 

Auditorium, Moneague, St. Ann on 
Saturday December 09, 2017; 
commencing at 11:00 am 
…………………………………… 
 
Ole Farmer Lincoln Hyman 
STEWART (Class of ‘57) faded 
on Saturday, September 23, 2017 
after a brief illness. 
 

 
 
Ole Farmer STEWART gave 
decades of distinguished service in 
various capacities to the Jamaican 
Life and General Insurance sectors 
at: 

 American Life Insurance 
Company (ALICO) 

 Crawford Insurance 
Brokers 

 Firm Insurance Brokers as 
founding partner and 
Director 

 
The service of thanksgiving for the 
life and work of Ole Farmer 
STEWART was held at the 
University Chapel, Mona, 
Kingston 7, on Thursday October 
05, 2017. 
……………………………………. 
 
Ole Farmer Geoffrey Oliver 
REID (Class of ’91) faded on 
September 16, 2017), in 
Huntsville, AL. 

      
 
A service of thanksgiving for his 
life was held at Berryhill Funeral 
Home, in Huntsville, AL on 
Sunday, September 24, 2017. 
……………………………………. 
 
Ole Farmer Keith ‘KD’ 
PINNOCK (Class of ‘60) faded 
on Saturday, September 05, 2017 
in Miami, FL. 
 
Ole Farmer PINNOCK was a cattle 
aficionado who gave decades of 
dedicated service to the Livestock 
subsector of the Jamaican 
Agricultural in varying capacities 
within: 

 Ministry of Agriculture  
 The Agricultural 

Development Corporation 
 Midland Enterprises in St. 

Ann.  
 
Ill health forced his later migration 
to the USA. Having settled in 
Florida he got back to work 
serving: 

 USDA 
 Miami-Dade Animal 

Services  
 
The service of thanksgiving for the 
life and work of Ole Farmer 
PINNOCK was The Fred Hunters 
Funeral Home, Hollywood, FL on 
Saturday, September 30, 2017. 
……………………………………. 
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Ole Farmer Deacon Wilmoth 
RITCHIE (Class of ‘65) faded on 
August 31. He was one of three 
brother in the same Graduating 
Class; the others being Winston 
RITCHIE and Guy RITCHIE.   
 

 
 

Ole Farmer RITCHIE was a cattle 
aficionado who gave decades of 
devoted service to the Livestock 
Sub-sector of the Jamaican 
economy. In June 2000, he was 
also ordained as a Permanent 
Deacon of the Roman Catholic 
Church, Diocese of Montego Bay. 
He served as Deacon in the parish 
of St. Ann up to the time of his 
fading. 
  
A service of thanksgiving for the 
life and work of Ole Farmer 
RITCHIE was held at the Saints 
Peter & Paul Roman Catholic 
Church in Kingston on September 
30.    
  

 
 

You all will be sorely missed: 
https://youtu.be/kiBWyYZ-vlc  
 
 
 
 
 

YOUR PRAYER CAN 
CHANGE THINGS! 

 
If my people, which are called by 
my name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek my 
face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, 
and will heal their land. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACROSS THE 
DIASPORA  

 
 

JAMAICANS ON THE 
DIAMOND 

 
Buried in the annals of sports, is 
the contribution of Jamaicans to 
America’s favorite pastime at the 
highest level. Four players with a 
combined thirty-four (34) Major 
League Seasons, representing 
sixteen (16) teams have made a 
mark. 
 
Charles Theodore ‘Chili’ DAVIS 
(born January 17, 1960 in 
Kingston, Jamaica) moved with 
his family to Los Angeles, CA 
when Charles was ten. He 
originally attended Fremont High 
School before transferring to Susan 

Miller Dorsey High School in Los 
Angeles. In high school, he played 
catcher and first base. Prior to his 
first year in the minor leagues, he 
was exclusively a right-handed 
hitter. 

 

 
 
Formerly of the San Francisco 
Giants, California Angels, 
Minnesota Twins, Kansas City 
Royals, New York Yankees; is 
currently the hitting coach for the 
Boston Red Sox; a position he has 
held since October 2014. DAVIS 
was an outfielder /designated hitter 
who played Major League Baseball 
with the San Francisco Giants 
(1981–87), California Angels 
(1988–90, 1993–96), Minnesota 
Twins (1991–92), Kansas City 
Royals (1997) and New York 
Yankees (1998–99). His first major 
league coaching position was with 
the Oakland Athletics from 2012 to 
2014. DAVIS was a switch-hitter 
who threw right-handed. He is the 
first ballplayer born in Jamaica to 
appear in a major league game. 
 
Professionally, DAVIS was a .274 
hitter with 350 home runs and 
1,372 RBI in 2,436 games. He was 
an outfielder developed in the 
Giants minors system. In his first 
regular season in 1982, he hit .261 
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with 19 HR, 76 RBI and 24 stolen 
bases, and also led all National 
League outfielders in assists. In 
1984 Davis finished third in NL 
batting average (.315). 
……………………………………. 
 

Devon Markes WHYTE (a.k.a. 
Devon White, born December 29, 
1962 in Kingston) and family 
immigrated to the United States 
when he was nine years old. White 
attended Park West High School in 
Manhattan, New York City. 
However, the paperwork had their 
family name misspelled as 
"White". His last name was legally 
changed back to its original 
spelling in 2003 at the behest of his 
children, but throughout his 
baseball playing career, he was 
known as "Devon White" and 
continues to sign autographs with 
that spelling.  

 

WHITE was drafted by the 
California Angels in the 6th round 
of the 1981 draft. He made his 
major league debut in the late 
stages of the 1985 season for 
California, but he did not establish 
himself as a major leaguer until 
1987, when he played a full season 
and hit with power and ran the 
bases with speed. In fact, he hit 24 
home runs and stole 32 bases that 
season. In 1988, only his second 
full season, he won his first of 
seven Gold Gloves. Best known 
for his defensive ability, he would 
go on to represent the Toronto 
Blue Jays, Florida Marlins, 
Arizona Diamondbacks, Los 
Angeles Dodgers and Milwaukee 
Brewers. 
 
On September 09, 1989, he 
became one of very few players 
in baseball history to get on first 
base, then score by stealing 

second base, third base and 
home. 

 
 

On December 02, 1990, he was 
part of a five-player trade with 
Toronto Blue Jays. While in 
Toronto, he won two World Series 
and five Gold Gloves with a .336 
batting average in his post-season 
career, compared to a .270 regular 
season average, consistently 
upping his game to help Toronto 
reach playoff success. 
 
He would add a third World Series 
in 1997 as a Florida Marlin and 
later play for the Arizona 
Diamondbacks, Los Angeles 
Dodgers and Milwaukee Brewers 
before retiring in 2002. 
……………………………………. 
 
Rolando Audley ROOMES 
(born February 15, 1962 in 
Kingston) played in Major League 
Baseball primarily as an outfielder 
from 1988-1990.  
 
He was signed by the Chicago 
Cubs on July 14, 1980 as an 
amateur free agent. He made his 
Major league debut at age 26 on 
April 12, 1988 as a pinch runner.  
 

On December 08, 1988 he was 
traded to the Cincinnati Reds and 
was called up on May 3, 1989 for 
what would be his most productive 
major league season. 
 

 

 
 
In 1990 ROOMES struggled with 
strikeouts and after hitting .213 
with two home runs and seven runs 
RBI's in 60 plate appearances, he 
was released by the Reds, who 
went on to win the 1990 World 
Series. On the same day the Reds 
released him, June 18, 1990, he 
was claimed on waivers by the 
Montreal Expos where appeared in 
16 games, hitting .286 in 15 plate 
appearances. It was his final year 
in the big leagues, with the Expos 
releasing him in December 1990. 
……………………………………. 
 
Justin Daniel MASTERSON 
(born March 22, 1985 in 
Kingston) immigrated with his 
family to Fort Wayne, IN. He 
would attend Beavercreek High 
School in Beavercreek, OH where 
he first played basketball and 
baseball as a catcher, pitcher, and 
first baseman and later attended 
Bethel College in Mishawaka, IN 
where he played as a starting 
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pitcher. While at Bethel, he hit 10 
home runs (HR) during his 
sophomore year; then it was on to 
San Diego State University. 
 

 
 

Drafted by the Red Sox in the 
second round in 2006, he made his 
MLB debut on April 24, against 
the Los Angeles Angels of 
Anaheim in an emergency call-up 
start. He pitched six full innings 
(IP) and allowed one run. 
MASTERSON a 6' 6", 250 lb. 
right-handed, nearly sidearm 
pitcher, best known for primarily 
throwing a sinking fastball; has 
also played for the Cleveland 
Indians and St. Louis Cardinals. 
 
He finished the 2011 season with a 
12-10 record, having career bests 
in ERA (3.21), innings pitched 
(216) and home runs allowed (11). 
On April 5, 2012, the Indians made 
Masterson the Opening Day starter 
for the first time in his career. The 
game was against the Toronto Blue 
Jays in what proved to be the 
longest Opening Day game in 
major league history, a 7–4 loss in 
16 innings. He completed eight 
innings, giving up two hits and one 
run while striking out 10, and 
earned a no-decision. 
 

MASTERSON was selected as an 
All-Star in 2013, having placed in 
the top-ten in the American League 
multiple categories in 2013, 
including wins, strikeouts, 
complete games, hits per nine 
innings pitched, and strikeouts per 
nine innings pitched. He was the 
first Red Sox pitcher since Fenway 
Park's 1912 opening to make his 
first four consecutive starts there 
and not lose any of them. 
……………………………………. 
 
View more about our people: 
http://www.jamaicadiaspora.org/new
s/about-us/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOW THAT’S FUNNY 
 
 
The Raw Story - For all 
grandparents, and almost 
grandparents! 
 
1. Grandma was in the bathroom, 
putting on her makeup, under the 
watchful eyes of her young 
granddaughter, as she'd done many 
times before. After she applied her 
lipstick and started to leave, the 
little one said, "But Grandma, you 
forgot to kiss the toilet paper good-
bye!" I will probably never put 
lipstick on again without thinking 
about kissing the toilet paper good-
bye.... 
 
2. My young grandson called the 
other day to wish me Happy 
Birthday. He asked me how old I 
was, and I told him, 80. My 

grandson was quiet for a moment, 
and then he asked, "Did you start at 
1?" 
 
3. After putting her grandchildren 
to bed, a grandmother changed into 
old slacks and a droopy blouse and 
proceeded to wash her hair. As she 
heard the children getting more and 
more rambunctious, her patience 
grew thin. Finally, she threw a 
towel around her head and stormed 
into their room, putting them back 
to bed with stern warnings. As she 
left the room, she heard the three-
year-old say with a trembling 
voice, 
"Who was THAT?" 
 
4. A grandmother was telling her 
little granddaughter what her own 
childhood was like. "We used to 
skate outside on a pond. I had a 
swing made from a tire; it hung 
from a tree in our front yard. We 
rode our pony. We picked wild 
raspberries in the woods." 
The little girl was wide-eyed, 
taking this all in. At last she said, 
"I sure wish I'd gotten to know you 
sooner!" 
 
5. My grandson was visiting one 
day when he asked, "Grandma, do 
you know how you and God are 
alike?" I mentally polished my 
halo and I said, "No, how are we 
alike?'' "You're both old," he 
replied. 
 
6. A little girl was diligently 
pounding away on her 
grandfather's word processor. She 
told him she was writing a story. 
"What's it about?" he asked.  
"I don't know," she replied. "I can't 
read." 
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7. I didn't know if my 
granddaughter had learned her 
colors yet, so I decided to test her. 
I would point out something and 
ask what color it was. She would 
tell me and was always correct. It 
was fun for me, so I continued. At 
last, she headed for the door, 
saying, "Grandma, I think you 
should try to figure out some of 
these colors yourself!" 
 
8. When my grandson Billy and I 
entered our vacation cabin, we kept 
the lights off until we were inside 
to keep from attracting pesky 
insects. Still, a few fireflies 
followed us in. Noticing them 
before I did, Billy whispered, "It's 
no use Grandpa. Now the 
mosquitoes are coming after us 
with flashlights." 
 
9. When my grandson asked me 
how old I was, I teasingly replied, 
"I'm not sure." "Look in your 
underwear, Grandpa," he advised 
"Mine says I'm 4 to 6." 
 
10. A second grader came home 
from school and said to her 
grandmother, "Grandma, guess 
what? We learned how to make 
babies today." The grandmother, 
more than a little surprised, tried to 
keep her cool. "That's interesting." 
she said... "How do you make 
babies?" "It's simple," replied the 
girl. "You just change 'y' to 'i' and 
add 'es'." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11. Children's Logic: "Give me a 
sentence about a public servant," 
said a teacher. The small boy 
wrote: "The fireman came down 
the ladder pregnant." The teacher 
took the lad aside to correct him. 
"Don't you know what pregnant 
means?" she asked. 
"Sure," said the young boy 
confidently. 'It means carrying a 
child." 
 
12. A grandfather was delivering 
his grandchildren to their home one 
day when a fire truck zoomed past. 
Sitting in the front seat of the fire 
truck was a Dalmatian dog. The 
children started discussing the 
dog's duties. 
"They use him to keep crowds 
back," said one child. 
"No," said another. "He's just for 
good luck.” 
A third child brought the argument 
to a close." They use the dogs," she 
said firmly, "to find the fire 
hydrants." 
 
13. A 6-year-old was asked where 
his grandma lived. "Oh," he said, 
"she lives at the airport, and when 
we want her, we just go get her. 
Then, when we're done having her 
visit, we take her back to the 
airport." 
 
14. Grandpa is the smartest man on 
earth! He teaches me good things, 
but I don't get to see him enough to 
get as smart as him! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15. My Grandparents are funny, 
when they bend over, you hear gas 
leaks and they blame their dog. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INSPIRATION 
 

 
 

“It is not that you become soft 
[from illness] so much as that the 
world you live in expands and your 
awareness of it is enormously 
enlarged”. 
 

Norman Washington Manley 


