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My Fellow Alumni and Friends of OFANA, 
welcome to this our 25th Edition of The Grapevine. 
Thank you to our esteemed editor for keeping us so 
very well informed. 

May 26 – 28, 2018, our Florida Region will be the 
Host of OFANA’s 12th Annual General Meeting. 
Traditionally, Florida has delivered a truly 
memorable weekend of festivities, and this year 
they have promised a “Magical Experience in 
Orlando.” I implore you to make Orlando your 
destination this Memorial Weekend. Let’s come 
prepared to commiserate with fellow Ole 
Farmers, strengthen our bonds and celebrate all 
the wonderful contributions and difference we 
are making for the deserving students, faculty 
and campus at CASE; and by extension, Jamaica 
Land We Love.  

This year as a member of UJAA, OFANA is 
participating in the UJAA Mega Raffle; my 
sincere thanks to all who are currently selling and 
or purchasing tickets, your efforts are greatly 
appreciated. Last year 91% of the 5000 tickets we 
secured were sold, this year our goal is to exceed 
that percentile. Please do contact your Regional 
VP our raffle coordinator Jennifer Petgrave, 
Members of the Executive and President of 
OFANA to make your contribution to this 
fundraising project. This raffle has provided a 
significant revenue source, in underwriting the 
OFANA Scholarships. The robust prizes could be 
yours for just $5.00. You only have a chance to 
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win if you secure a ticket, drawing is on March 
17, 2018, winners will posted on the OFANA 
Website 3/18/18. 
 
On the weekend of January 26-28, 2018, our 
Alma Mater celebrated a milestone; 
approximately 10 Ole Farmers traveled from 
North America to Jamaica, to celebrate the 108th 
anniversary of the founding of our noble 
institution with the students, administration, staff 
and faculty. My thanks to these alumni, for 
showcasing their true “school spirit” and support 
of our Alma Mater. 
 
Friday evening January 26, 2018, it was 
wonderful to see how engaging the students were, 
with the alumni present at the evening’s get 
together. These interactions will prove to be 
invaluable; significant exchange of experiences on 
campus and life lessons learnt following 
graduation were shared. Amongst the Ole 
Farmers in attendance were Ole Farmer Robert 
Montague Minister of National Security and 
Member of Parliament for Trelawney Ole 
Farmer Victor Wright. 
 

 
 L-R Front: Norma Jarrett (President), Victor Wright (MP), 

Monique Oates (PRO) 

L-R Back: Stanley Baxter, Hon. Robert Montague, Canute Sadler 
 
Saturday morning  January 27, 2018,  – 
“Inspirational-Motivational Day” Ole Farmer 
Jocelyn “Bob 6” Grant (Class of ‘46) was awarded 
the 2018 Distinguished Ole Farmer of Excellence 
Award, he was appreciative of this gesture. 

During the festivities on Saturday, OFANA 
presented thirteen (13) scholarships to deserving 
students at CASE.  I am proud to announce that 
the total scholarships awarded 2012 to 2018 is 43!   
The cumulative value of these OFANA 
Scholarships is US $36,500, Jamaican $4,380,000. 
Special thanks to Ole Farmers Stanley Baxter, 
Jennifer Petgrave and Renford Williams who 
assisted President Norma Jarrett with the scholarship 
award certificate presentation. My sincere thanks to 
Scholarship Chair Dr. Norma Dawkins and the 
scholarship committee members for their continued 
work in vetting the student applicants for these 
scholarships. The report is that there was significant 
increase in the number of qualified applicants. 
 
I use this opportunity to share with you, the 
wonderful expressions of gratitude presented to the 
OFANA members in attendance, by all the students 
we encountered. Throughout the campus, the 
pervasive message from the students was “Thank 
You OFANA.” As I sat in the auditorium, one 
student walked across the hall and I had to take a 
second look at the back of her uniform shirt; written 
in bold letters was “THANK YOU OFANA.” I was 
pleasantly surprised to later discover that numerous 
students, had the same message screen printed on 
their uniforms as well. This great gesture was the 
brain child of the student counsel and their president 
Ms. Shamora Brown, and the executive members. 
We were all moved by this gesture and it is my 
honor to share their sentiments with you. OFANA’s 
contributions to the students are greatly appreciated. 
 
The Minister of Education, Youth and Information, 
Hon Ruel Reid in his message to the alumni students 
and faculty; underscored the fact that Jamaica’s 
Economy is tied to the progress of the Agriculture 
Sector. For life to be sustained he continued, we 
need water and food, and CASE is the most 
important institution charged to ensure our life 
sustainability. He pledged his commitment to future 
development of CASE infrastructure. The Minister 
also took time out to thank and commend OFANA 
and the alumni on their contributions to CASE. 
 
The OFANA Plant Tissue Culture Lab (for which 
we had the groundbreaking during 2017 Founders’ 
Day); is currently under construction. I use this 
opportunity to share the photo below. 
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I am also pleased to announce that OFANA in 
partnership with Ole Farmer Dr. Ivis Forrester from 
St. Louis University, has arranged to facilitate 
Graduate Study opportunities for two (2) qualified 
graduates from C.A.S.E.  Applications welcome via 
the PRO on Campus.  
 
Current students are strongly encouraged to 
participate in the varied campus extracurricular 
activities to enrich their campus life and upon 
graduation, she challenged them to become members 
of their Alumni Association she underscored the 
importance of giving back to their Alma Mater. 
 
I use this opportunity to express our sincere thanks 
to Major George Kates, Dr. Derick Deslandes, Mr. 
& Mrs. Sadler, Ms. Monique Oates, Mr. Aaron 
Skyers, Ms. Shelly Ann Nelson, the Staff, Faculty 
and Students, for their hospitality while on Campus. 
 
Our Strategic Work Group is currently updating our 
OFANA Strategic Plans. Thanks to Wendell Codner 
for volunteering to steer this committee 
 
November 10, 2018, VP Doreen Danvers and the 
dedicated Florida Team, hosted their 3rd Fall Ball at 
the Club Nineteen – Pembroke Lakes Country Club, 
in Pembroke Pines, FL; all in attendance truly 
enjoyed an “Evening of Elegance.” My gratitude to 
the Team who in spite of postponement due to 
hurricane damages, were able to still deliver 
“Elegance.” Thank you guys for a job well done. 

December 9, 2017, VP Sharon Heath and the 
dedicated North East Team, hosted the 9th Annual 
Fundraising Dinner at the Stamford Marriott Hotel.  
All in attendance enjoyed the traditional very festive 

and elegant affair. Special guest was Vice Consul 
Denise Donaldson from the New York Consul 
General’s Office, she congratulated OFANA on 
behalf of Consul General Hon Trudy Deans, for 
OFANA’s contribution to CASE and the Jamaican 
Agriculture Sector. The NE Region honored 
Assistant Treasurer TJ Johnson and Member Stanley 
Baxter for their continued contribution to OFANA, 
so deserving. Congratulations and thanks to you and 
the entire NE Team for a job well done. 

OFANA welcomes VP Elect Audrey Spence and all 
the members of the OFANA Canada Team, already 
the team is hard at work planning possible 
fundraising events as well selling UJAA Raffle 
Tickets. Thank you for your dedication 

The Atlanta Ole Farmers were recent guests at the 
Atlanta Jamaican Association’s Black History 
Month Celebration. The Team showcased OFANA 
& the work of the late TP Lecky at this memorable 
event. Great Job guys and my sincere thanks. 

VP Lennox Brown recently lost his mother and Ole 
Farmer Donald (Glimmon) Morrison also lost his 
father. Please hold these two families in your prayers 
and show them some Ole Farmer love. 

 I use this opportunity to thank all of the Ole 
Farmers, friends and family who continue make 
generous contributions to our OFANA fund-raising 
drives, your contributions are invaluable.  We 
continue with our appeal to you, to assist us in 
completing this Plant Tissue Culture Lab.  We are 
still in dire need of funding.  

Please visit our website @ ww.olefarmers.com 

See you in Orlando Memorial Weekend! 

Norma Jarrett 
 
 

OUR WEB-SITE  
 

Any Ole Farmer may submit articles or items of 
breaking news either directly or via email to 
info@olefarmers.com.  
Members in good standing may log in to the secure 
"members" only portal for access to financial 
information and photographs of recent events. 
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Anyone can make a donation by clicking on the 
PayPal "Donate button”. Try it today and save 
your receipt: 
 

 
 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
 
Membership is open to alumni of: 

 College of Agriculture, Science and 
Education (1995 to present) 

 College of Agriculture (1981 – 1995)  
 Jamaica School of Agriculture (1942 – 

1981) 
 Government Farm School (1910 – 1942)  

 
Please remember to bring your OFANA 
Membership up to date. Together as Ole Farmers, 
we are making a difference in the lives of our 
people.  
 
Membership Dues are set at $100.00 per person 
per year; that’s less than $1.95 per week to 
become a paid-up member.  
 
Not yet a member? Download an application form 
now using the link below:  
http://www.olefarmers.com/forms/ 

 
 
 

THANKS A  
MILLION  

 
Mariama T. BROWN, recipient of the DUDLEY 
JOHNSON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
(Academic Year 2012 – 2013) has gone on to make 
us proud. Mariama is currently attending Delaware 
State University pursuing a Masters Degree. She 
stopped by after the 2017 North-East Holiday 
Dinner/Dance in Stamford, CT to say thanks and 
present a plaque in appreciation. 
 

 
Norma JARRETT (OFANA President) and Mariama 

BROWN – all smiles 
 
We wish Mariama success without boundaries going 
forward! 

 

 
L-R: Renford WILLIAMS (Treasurer); Sharon HEATH 

(VP North East); Norma JARRETT (President); Mariama 
BROWN; Terrence JOHNSON (Assist. Treasurer) & 

Wendell CODNER (Public Relations Officer) 
 
 
 

C.A.S.E. ZONE 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

The Faculty of Science carries out its core 
functions through two departments: 
 
Whereas the Faculties of Agriculture and Education 
are the successors of the former College of 
Agriculture and the Passley Gardens Teachers’ 
College, respectively, the Faculty of Science was 
given birth with the establishment of the College 
of Agriculture, Science and Education in 1995. 
Without the benefit of forebears, the Faculty of 
Science has now established itself as a pivotal plank 
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in the execution of the challenging tripartite mission 
of CASE. 
 
The Faculty of Science coordinates and delivers 
courses in mathematics, computer studies, biology, 
chemistry, and physics for students in the Faculties 
of Agriculture and Education.  
 
The Faculty of Science carries out its core functions 
through two departments: 
 

 DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGICAL AND 
PHYSICAL SCIENCES (DB&PS)  

Facilities and equipment are in place on both the 
East and West Campuses of CASE with the main 
departmental offices on the West Campus. 
Members of the DBPS provide instruction in the 
foundation science courses and associated 
laboratory practicum. To facilitate the laboratory 
activities, eight (8) fairly well equipped 
laboratories that occupy a total of 8,402 sq. ft. 
are heavily used. 
 
 DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS 

AND COMPUTER STUDIES (DMACS) 
Facilities and equipment are in place on both the 
East and West Campuses of CASE with the main 
departmental offices on the West Campus. 
Students in the different programmes, from all 
three faculties of CASE, receive instruction from 
the Department of Mathematics and Computer 
Studies faculty. 
 
Faculty of Science Academic Programmes At 
present are: 

1. Associate of Science Degree in Natural 
Science - Environmental Science option 

2. Bachelor of Education (Computer 
Studies/Mathematics) 

3. Bachelor of Technology Degree in 
Environmental Science Specializations: 

 Environmental Protection and 
Management 

 Ecotourism 
4. Bachelor in Education Degree in Science 

Education 
5. Bachelor’s in Education Degree in 

Secondary Education (Computer Major 

and Mathematics or Social Studies 
Minor)  

 
 
See what else is happening on Campus -  

 https://case.edu.jm/web/  
 https://www.facebook.com/wedoagriculture/  
 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKUm

QeAh2UywP7J-g8U4NpA  
 
 
 

OFANA SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

Students attending C.A.S.E. are hereby invited to 
apply for 2018 – 2019 OFANA Scholarships.  
Visit www.olefarmers.com to download an 
application form.  
 
OFANA supporting the enlightenment of 
education in pursuit of agricultural excellence 
 
 
 

OPPORTUNITY TO STUDY 
ABROAD 

 
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you 
can use to change the world”.  

Nelson Mandela 
 
Visit the link below to discover opportunities that 
might be waiting just for you: 
 
http://scholarship-positions.com/  

 
 

EVENT REVIEWS 
 

FOUNDERS’ DAY 2018  
REFLECTIONS 

 
Dear Ole Farmer, 
 
The executive committee is pleased with the support 
that the event has received from the Ole Farmers 
who participated in the activities. We asked for and 



6 
 

were truly given a Founders’ Week End event, 
which will be the standard by which future 
Founders’ celebrations will be judged. The 
continued overwhelming turn out of Ole Farmers 
who graduated from the COA and the CASE, despite 
the dampening effects of the January 21st funeral of 
Ole Farmer Donovan Hill, was particularly 
refreshing and was a very positive indication of the 
tremendous traction that founders’ Days have gained 
in its eight (8) years of existence.  We were 
particularly pleased with the attendance and support 
from the members of the fraternity and look forward 
towards not only their future participation but also 
that they will seek to ensure the attendance of their 
roommates and other batch mates in future iterations 
of the annual event. We are constrained to single out 
the participation of the 5 representatives of the 
OFANA and the members of the 1985 graduation 
class who retained their record of being the single 
largest batch in attendance. The most pleasing aspect 
of their participation was, for me, their pledge to 
support future events. 
 
In closing, we extend thanks the Portland Hotels: 
Tim Bamboo, Sea Bell, Match, Bay View Eco-
Resort, Rio Vista and Goblin Hill for their 
participation in the programme by giving discounted 
rates to attendees. We also extend genuine gratitude 
and appreciation to our sponsors: Newport- Fersan 
(Jamaica) Limited, Sapphire Fertilizers Jamaica, 
Rural Agricultural Development Authority, Jamaica 
Dairy Development Board, Isratech Jamaica Limited 
and  Carib Agro Distributors for their generous 
financial support. 
 
Thanks for your support in our efforts towards the 
inculcation, within the current student population, of 
a sense of appreciation of the tremendous legacy of 
which they are the beneficiaries and to intellectually 
stimulate and inspirationally motivate them towards 
the pursuit of excellence in all their endeavours. 
 
Best regards, 
   
CASE Alumni Association, 

Webster W. McPherson 

Webster W. McPherson, J.P., 
President 
(876) 421-0460; (876) 432-5808 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
 

#OFANA 2018 
 

This Memorial Weekend, May 25 – 27, 2018, 'All 
Roads Lead to Orlando, Florida' for OFANA's 
12th Annual Reunion, where a most memorable 
experience will unfold. 
 

Contribution: US$130.00 / CA$165.00 per person. 
 

Please make checks / money orders payable to: 
 

OLE FARMERS ASSOCIATION NORTH 
AMERICA, INC 

P.O. Box 541073, Lake Worth, FL 33454-1073 
Attention: The Treasurer 

Memo: Reunion 2018 
 

Your special room rate  
if booked by May 05, 2018 is  

$89.00 per night;  
double occupancy, plus applicable taxes  

(available May 22 – 30, 2018; rooms will go fast)  
 
Preferred Accommodation by:  
 

   
  

ROSEN CENTRE HOTEL 
9840 International Drive, Orlando, FL 32819 

Tel: 407 996 9840; 800 800 9840 
https://www.rosencentre.com/  

 
Book now using the link below: 

https://gc.synxis.com/rez.aspx?tps=fml&arrive=2018-5-
22&adult=1&step=1&hotel=69869&shell=ORLRH&chain=1
0237&template=ORLRH&avcurrency=USD&group=GRPOF

ANA 
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Complete Program of Events available soon! 

 

Central Florida has so much to offer; plan a 
complete vacation if you can!  

http://www.visitorlando.com/things-to-do/  
 

You are also invited to ‘strut your stuff’ in our 
Official 12th Annual Reunion Souvenir Program 
(Advertising Contract available on request). 
 

https://youtu.be/PWoDSGfSu6o 
 

* Hollah at yuh roomie now! 
 
……………………………………………………… 
 

FLORIDA FALL BALL 
 

It’s NOT Fall until Florida Ole Farmers host their 4th 
Annual Fall Ball. 

 
 
Go ahead and mark your calendar: Florida Fall Ball 
– Saturday, September 15, 2018 commencing 7:30 
pm (dinner at 8:00 pm); CLUB 19 inside 
Pembroke Lakes Country Club, 10500 Taft 
Street, Pembroke Pines, FL 33026. 

 Proceeds to Fund Plant Tissue Culture 
Laboratory at C.A.S.E. / Scholarships for 
Students attending C.A.S.E. 

 Prizes & Surprises 
 Premium Entertainment 

 
More to come; watch this space! 
……………………………………………………… 

 
 
 
 
 

NE HOLIDAY DINNER-DANCE 
 

 
 
The Official start of the Christmas Season for 2018 
will be marked by the North East Region’s 10th 
Annual Holiday Dinner-Dance at the Stamford 
Marriott Hotel & Spa 243 Tresser Boulevard, 
Stamford, CT 06901 to Saturday, December 08, 
2017. 
 
Cash Bar available; music by ROAD 
INTERNATIONAL DISCO 
 
More information to come! 
……………………………………. 

 
 

CLASS OF ’77  
STAND UP 

 
Mid-December 2017 made it ‘forty years out-a-
grass’ for the Class of ’77. Members of that Class 
in Jamaica to marked that milestone with a Church 
Service & Luncheon/Lyme in Mandeville; while 
members in North America were encouraged to 
pledge $40.00 towards completing the Plant 
Tissue Culture Laboratory at C.A.S.E. 
 
If you are a member of the Class of ’77 and have not 
yet made your $40.00 contribution, it’s not too late. 
 
Graduates of preceding Classes please feel free to 
pitch in! 
 
Remember; 

 Without Government Farm School there 
might not have been a Jamaica School of 
Agriculture 

 Without the Jamaica School of Agriculture 
there might not have been a College of 
Agriculture 
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 Without the College of Agriculture there 
might not be a College of Agriculture 
Science and Education today 

 
This is an opportunity to cement your legacy in 
the pursuit of excellence in Agriculture, by our 
people.  
 
Class of ’78 stand by! 
 

 
 

 
 

BACK A YAAD 
 

For the latest News from Home follow these links: 
 http://www.jamaicaobserver.com/  
 http://jamaica-gleaner.com/  
 http://rjr94fm.com/live.php  
 http://www.televisionjamaica.com/  
 http://www.cvmtv.com/  

 
For Sports from just about anywhere, try the free 
download below: 

 http://download.bringmesports.com/index.jht
ml?spu=true&partner=YLxdm003&pkw=live
%20cricket%20live&theme=cricket&gclid=C
KP3zvDU88MCFUIR7AodH3gA2w  

 
 
 
 

WELLNESS CHECK 
 
This Year's Flu Season may be the worst 

yet! 
 

The flu season is looking particularly bad this year. 
We already had signs of trouble back in November 
and December, when it emerged that the flu vaccine 
was not very effective against the dominant strain 
that is circulating this year, which is called H3N2. 
Until this past Friday, it seemed that the peak of the 
flu season might have occurred just around the new 
year, as shown in this chart from the CDC: 
 

 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control  
Flu types confirmed by the CDC in 2017-18. 

 
The chart shows a peak in the very last week of 
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2017, and then the number of reported cases seemed 
to decline. But then on Friday, the CDC reported this 
alarming trend: 
 

 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control  
Flu-like illnesses reported in the U.S. for 2017-18 

 
That red line spiking upward in the middle of the 
chart shows the number of flu-like cases reported by 
the CDC's national network this year. Rather than 
going down, the trend shows a sharp rise over the 
past two weeks. We don't know exactly what it is — 
these are not laboratory-confirmed flu cases — but 
more people are getting sick. 
Even more alarming are the reports of young, 
healthy people dying of the flu. This past 
week, The Washington Post reported on a healthy 
10-year-old boy who caught the flu and died within a 
few days. Just before Christmas, a healthy 21-year-
old man in Pennsylvania came down with the flu, 
and he went rapidly downhill until he was rushed to 
the emergency room on Dec. 27. The hospital was 
unable to save him, and he died the next day. These 
cases are truly alarming, and even though the CDC 
hasn't seen a statistically significant increase in 
deaths among young people (not yet, at least), 
everyone needs to take the flu very seriously this 
year. 
 
With the government shut down, a difficult situation 
becomes worse. Most of the CDC staff will be 
forced to sit on their hands when they could be 
working — many of them want to work, but they 
won't be allowed to. What's especially frustrating 
(and wasteful) is that the U.S. will almost certainly 
pay all federal employees for this forced time off, as 
it did in previous shutdowns. 

 
We also need a better way to make the flu vaccine. 
The U.S. still relies on vaccines that are produced by 
growing the virus in chicken eggs, a decades-old 
method. This sometimes requires us to use a strain 
that doesn't match the circulating virus because some 
strains just won't grow in eggs. So instead we 
manufacture a mediocre vaccine, rather than 
investing in new, modern technology that wouldn't 
need eggs and could produce more effective 
vaccines at lower cost. (Why are we stuck with old 
technology? It's a long story, but essentially it boils 
down to the fact that we rely completely on private 
companies to make the flu vaccine. The government 
doesn't make vaccines and has no plans to do so.) 
With the right technology, we should be able to 
produce a universal flu vaccine, one that we can take 
once and never need again, like most other 
vaccines. Scientists are getting closer to that, with 
much help from the (currently shut down) NIH. 
Meanwhile, we are looking at a particularly 
dangerous flu season, with few weapons to guard 
against it other than the not-very-good vaccine. 
(Aside: "Ineffective" doesn't mean useless. Even if 
the vaccine is only 30% effective, as some estimates 
have it for this year, it's still a good idea. Everyone 
in my family got it.) 
Oh, and one more thing: The flu shot cannot give 
you the flu. I mention this only because anti-vaxxers 
continue to promote this particular myth; 80% of 
people who have come down with the flu this year 
did not get vaccinated. 
 

By Steven Salzberg; the Bloomberg Distinguished 
Professor of Biomedical Engineering,  

Computer Science, and Biostatistics  
at Johns Hopkins University. 
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GOING GREEN 
 
 

 
 
How You Can Help Stop Global Warming 
 
Healing the planet starts in your garage, in your 
kitchen, and at your dining-room table. 

Nations around the world are upping their game in 
the fight against climate change, even as President 
Trump recently announced the U.S.'s withdrawal 
from the Paris Agreement. And despite this reckless 
move, American mayors, state leaders, county 
officials, governors, major companies, and millions 
of citizens across our country have pledged that 
they're "still in" when it comes to the agreement, and 
supporting the goal of limiting future warming to 
well below 2 degrees Celsius. 

It’s important to remember the equally vital 
contributions that can be made by private citizens—
which is to say, by you. “Change only happens when 
individuals take action,” Aliya Haq, deputy director 
of NRDC’s Clean Power Plan initiative, says. 
“There’s no other way, if it doesn’t start with 
people.” 

The goal is simple. Carbon dioxide is the climate’s 
worst enemy. It’s released when oil, coal, and other 
fossil fuels are burned for energy—the energy we 
use to power our homes, cars, and smartphones. By 
using less of it, we can curb our own contribution to 
climate change while also saving money. Here are a 
dozen easy, effective ways each one of us can make 
a difference: 

1. Speak up! 
What’s the single biggest way you can make 

an impact on global climate change? “Talk to 
your friends and family, and make sure your 
representatives are making good decisions,” 
Haq says. By voicing your concerns—via 
social media or, better yet, directly to your 
elected officials—you send a message that 
you care about the warming world. 
Encourage Congress to enact new laws that 
limit carbon emissions and require polluters 
to pay for the emissions they produce. “The 
main reason elected officials do anything 
difficult is because their constituents make 
them,” Haq says. You can help protect public 
lands, stop offshore drilling, and more here. 
 

2. Power your home with renewable energy. 
Choose a utility company that generates at 
least half its power from wind or solar and 
has been certified by Green-e Energy, an 
organization that vets renewable energy 
options. If that isn’t possible for you, take a 
look at your electric bill; many utilities now 
list other ways to support renewable sources 
on their monthly statements and websites. 
 

3. Weatherize, weatherize, weatherize. 
“Building heating and cooling are among the 
biggest uses of energy,” Haq says. Indeed, 
heating and air-conditioning account for 
almost half of home energy use. You can 
make your space more energy efficient by 
sealing drafts and ensuring it’s adequately 
insulated. You can also claim federal tax 
credits for many energy-efficiency home 
improvements. 

4. Invest in energy-efficient appliances. 
Since they were first implemented nationally 
in 1987, efficiency standards for dozens of 
appliances and products have kept 2.3 billion 
tons of carbon dioxide out of the air. That’s 
about the same amount as the annual carbon 
pollution coughed up by nearly 440 million 
cars. “Energy efficiency is the lowest-cost 
way to reduce emissions,” Haq says. When 
shopping for refrigerators, washing 
machines, and other appliances, look for 
the Energy Star label. It will tell you which 
are the most efficient. 
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5. Reduce water waste. 
Saving water reduces carbon pollution, too. 
That's because it takes a lot of energy to 
pump, heat, and treat your water. So take 
shorter showers, turn off the tap while 
brushing your teeth, and switch to 
WaterSense-labeled fixtures and appliances. 
The EPA estimates that if just one out of 
every 100 American homes were retrofitted 
with water-efficient fixtures, about 100 
million kilowatt-hours of electricity per year 
would be saved—avoiding 80,000 tons of 
global warming pollution. 

 
6. Actually eat the food you buy—and 
make less of it meat. 
 Approximately 10 percent of U.S. energy 
use goes into growing, processing, 
packaging, and shipping food—about 40 
percent of which just winds up in the landfill. 
“If you’re wasting less food, you’re likely 
cutting down on energy 
consumption,” Haq says. And since livestock 
products are among the most resource-
intensive to produce, eating meat-free meals 
can make a big difference, too. 

 
7. Buy better bulbs. 
LED lightbulbs use up to 80 percent less 
energy than conventional incandescents. 
They’re also cheaper in the long run: A 10-
watt LED that replaces your traditional 60-
watt bulb will save you $125 over 
the lightbulb’s life. 
 
8. Pull the plug(s). 
Taken together, the outlets in your home are 
likely powering about 65 different devices – 
an average load for a home in the U.S. Audio 
and video devices, cordless vacuums and 
power tools, and other electronics use energy 
even when they're not charging. This "idle 
load" across all U.S. households adds up to 
the output of 50 large power plants in the 
U.S. So don't leave fully charged devices 
plugged into your home's outlets, unplug 
rarely used devices or plug them into power 
strips and timers, and adjust your computers 
and monitors to automatically power down to 
the lowest power mode when not in use. 

9. Drive a fuel-efficient vehicle. 
Gas-smart cars, such as hybrids and fully 
electric vehicles, save fuel and money. And 
once all cars and light trucks meet 2025’s 
clean car standards, which means averaging 
54.5 miles per gallon, they’ll be a mainstay. 
For good reason: Relative to a national fleet 
of vehicles that averaged only 28.3 miles per 
gallon in 2011, Americans will spend $80 
billion less at the pump each year and cut 
their automotive emissions by half. Before 
you buy a new set of wheels, compare fuel-
economy performance here. 

 
10. Maintain your ride. 
If all Americans kept their tires properly 
inflated, we could save 1.2 billion gallons of 
gas each year. A simple tune-up can boost 
miles per gallon anywhere from 4 percent to 
40 percent, and a new air filter can get you a 
10 percent boost. 

 
11. Rethink planes, trains, and 
automobiles. 
Choosing to live in walkable smart-
growth cities and towns with quality public 
transportation leads to less driving, less 
money spent on fuel, and less pollution in the 
air. Less frequent flying can make a big 
difference, too. “Air transport is a major 
source of climate pollution,” Haq says. “If 
you can take a train instead, do that.” 

 
12. Shrink your carbon profile. 
You can offset the carbon you produce by 
purchasing carbon offsets, which represent 
clean power that you can add to the nation’s 
energy grid in place of power from fossil 
fuels. But not all carbon offset companies are 
alike. Do your homework to find the best 
supplier. 

 
From an article by Melissa DENCHAK; 

published July 2017 by the  
Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC)  

dedicated to safeguarding the earth—its people,  
its plants its animals and natural systems  

on which all life depends. 
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
 

Members at large would like to know the 
whereabouts of the following Ole Farmers: 

 Cleveland CLARKE (Class of ’79) 

 Aston REID (Class of ’77) 

 Anita WILLIAMS (Class of ’79) 

 Harris YOUNG (Class of ’77) 

 
Anyone in possession of any form of contact 
information for the aforementioned is encouraged to 
submit same to info@olefarmers.com  
 

 

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 
 

Ole Farmer Duyhane ‘Roger’ MILLER (Class of 
‘05) on Thursday, January 18, 2018 in New Jersey, 
USA. 
 
The service of thanksgiving for the life and work of 
Ole Farmer MILLER was held at the St. Peter’s 
Anglican Church, Pedro Plains, St. Elizabeth on 
Saturday, February 17, 2018. Interment followed in 
the Church Cemetery. 
……………………………………………………… 
 

Ole Farmer Anthony ‘Sleepy’ BARRETT(Class of 
’80) faded on Thursday, January 25, 2018 after 
valliantly battling colon cancer.  
 

 

Ole Farmer BARRETT gave several decades of 
unstinting and dedicated service to Jamaican 
Agriculture in the Poultry Production Sub-sector, 
working his way from poultry serviceman to 
Divisional Manager with Caribbean Broilers Group. 
He will be sorely missed by his colleagues and 
friends. 
 
The service of thanksgiving for life and work of Ole 
Farmer BARRETT was on Friday, February 16, 
2018 at Webster Memorial United Church in 
Kingston. 
……………………………………………………… 

Ole Farmer Sonia CAMPBELL-MILLER (Class 
of ‘81) faded on Thursday, December 14, 2017. 

 

 
Ole Farmer CAMPBELL-MILLER served in 
various capacities at: 

 HEART TRUST/NTA GARMEX 
ACADEMY – Kingston, JA 

 Wyndham Hotel – Kingston, JA 

 Indian River School District – Vero Beach, 
FL. 

She is survived by loving husband Lloyd MILLER 
and two children. 

The service of thanksgiving for the life and work of 
Ole Farmer CAMPBELL-MILLER was held at the 
20th Avenue Church of God, 775 20th Ave, Vero 
Beach, FL 32962 on Saturday December 23, 2017. 

………………………………….... 

Ole Farmer Donovan ‘Panel’ HILL (Class of ‘85) 
faded on Wednesday, December 06, 2017 after 
succumbing to a massive heart attack after admission 
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to the Port Antonio Hospital. 
 

 
Ole Farmer HILL gave several decades of dedicated 
service to the College of Agriculture, Science and 
Education as a Lecturer in the Faculty of 
Agriculture. 

A service of thanksgiving for the life and work of 
Ole Farmer HILL, was held at the T.P. Lecky 
Lecture Theatre at the College of Agriculture 
Science and Education, Passley Gardens, Portland 
on January 21, 2018.  

Interment followed in the Family Plot at Enfield, St. 
Mary 
 

 
 
You all will be sorely missed: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mWm1NbF1Ikw
&feature=related 
 
 
YOUR PRAYER CAN CHANGE THINGS! 
 

If my people, which are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, 
and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear 
from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will 
heal their land. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 

ACROSS THE DIASPORA  
 

 
 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Foreign Trade 
PRESS RELEASE 
Public Relations and Media Affairs Unit 
21 Dominica Drive 
Kingston 5, Jamaica W. I. 
 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS MINISTRY CONFIRMS 
TEEN OF JAMAICAN ANCESTRY VICTIM 
OF FLORIDA HIGH SCHOOL SHOOTING 
 (MFA&FT Kingston: February 16, 2018) 
 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign 
Trade (MFAFT) regrets to learn that 17 year-old 
Helena RAMSEY, one of the 17 young victims of 
the tragic mass shooting at the Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, 
Florida, was of Jamaican ancestry. 
 
This information comes following constant 
communication between the Consulate General of 
Jamaica in Miami and the Country and Federal 
offices. 
 
"We extend deepest condolences to our Jamaican 
brothers and sisters and the families and friends of 
all victims as they mourn the loss of their loved 
ones. We continue to pray that the students, faculty 
and families who have been affected will find 
strength to overcome this traumatic and horrific 
experience,” says Senator the Honourable Kamina 
Johnson Smith, Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Foreign Trade. 
 
Parkland, a largely residential area to the west of 
Broward County, has a small population of 
Jamaicans or persons of Jamaican heritage. 
Based on the last official census conducted by the 
United States Bureau, there are some 201,665 
Jamaicans in Florida. 
………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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OFANA mourns with all the Families that have lost 
loved ones; in particular the RAMSEY Family and 
prays that they will find comfort and peace in the 
Lord, during this very sad period. 
 

We continue to pray for the entire Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas H.S. Family impacted by this 
senseless tragedy.  
 

May Helena and all the victims Rest in Peace. 
 
Wake Up All. Our Votes Make a Difference.  
Enough Already.  
 
Regards, 
 

Norma Jarrett 
OFANA President 
 
View more about our people: 
http://www.jamaicadiaspora.org/news/about-us/ 

 
 

 
 

NOW THAT’S FUNNY 
 
Some Mug Shots you may like: 
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INSPIRATION 
 

 
 

“We may have come on different ships, but we’re 
all in the same boat now!” 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 


