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OFANA DONATES US $100,000.00 
(IN ONE YEAR) FOR THE 

PLANT TISSUE CULTURE LAB AT CASE 
 

Welcome to this edition of Grapevine. 

The Ole Farmers Association North America Inc. 
(OFANA) recently celebrated its 12th Annual 
General Meeting, at the Rosen Centre Hotel in 
Orlando Florida. Thanks to all the Ole Farmers who 
were in attendance and have continued lend their 
support in making this a sustained marque event for 
our fraternity. 

Jamaica’s Minister of Education, Youth and 
Information (MOEYI), Senator the Honorable Ruel 
B. Reid was the keynote speaker at the Saturday 
Night Gala. In his message, the Honorable Minister 
stated that, “I am impressed by the fact that the Ole 
Farmers Association North America seeks ways to 
encourage, develop, enhance and sustain the 
agricultural industry.” He continued to share the fact 
that, “the MOEYI believes in fostering education 
and research, to benefit both the agricultural 
producers and leaders of today as well as those of 
the generations to follow.” The Minister further 
stated that he looks forward to another great year 
with support from the members of OFANA, who are 
committed to Jamaica’s agricultural education. In 
conclusion, Minister Reid stated, "Ms Norma 
Jarrett and her team, must be applauded for their 
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efforts to convert the Diaspora’s sentiments and 
goodwill into systematic, sustained and purposeful 
action; your support as a donor and volunteer, are 
vital to the success of Jamaica’s agriculture industry. 
It’s a contribution that will pay dividends well into 
the future.” The minister was accompanied by his 
wife, Mrs. Sharen Reid, as well as Dr. Grace 
McLean, Jamaica’s Chief Education Officer. 

Chairman of the Board of CASE, Major George 
Kates, in his message stated, “The College of 
Agriculture Science and Education (CASE) is the 
only institution of its kind in the Caribbean. It has a 
proud history dating back to 1910 and OFANA is 
playing a major role in writing its history for future 
generations. Major Kates also an Alum, continued 
to highlight the fact that “The Name OFANA is 
rapidly becoming a household name among the 
constituents of the College of Agriculture Science 
and Education in Jamaica. This is owing to the 
efforts being made by the passionate and benevolent 
graduates residing in North America, who continue 
to selflessly make bold efforts to uplift their alma 
mater and chart a path for success for current and 
future students. Recent efforts by OFANA, to 
provide scholarships for needy and promising 
students, and the construction of the Plant Tissue 
Culture Facility have significantly added to the 
visibility of the OFANA organization” he 
concluded.  He thanked OFANA on behalf of the 
CASE Board of Management, for its drive in 
providing scholarships for students at CASE; and 
expressed the need for continued funding of CASE’s 
infrastructure and technology, to keep abreast with 
the modernization of agriculture in Jamaica. 

Dr. Derrick Deslandes CASE President and 
Honorary Ole Farmer, in his message stated; “It has 
always been a privilege for me to participate in this 
important occasion, (the AGM).  The partnership 
between OFANA and CASE has indeed been 
strengthened over the last two (2) years.  We will 
continue on that trajectory, to achieve common 
goals, create positive impacts on the lives of young 
people and ensure that our beloved college 
transforms into a world class institution we can all 
be proud of as alumni. 
 
Dr. Deslandes assured the guests that he and his 
team commit to continue on the path, to building a 
strong institution that will cater to the needs of 

Jamaica, the Caribbean and the world. “This 
commitment cannot be possible without strong 
partnerships like the one we currently share with 
OFANA” he stated. “Over the years, OFANA has 
maintained a genuine interest in the activities of 
CASE, and the evidence is visible across our campus 
in the construction of the Bio-technology 
Laboratory, which will provide clean planting 
materials for our farmers, to ensure sustainable seed 
availability and crop production.  Currently, there 
are twelve (12) proud students from the 2018 cohort 
on the campus, who are beneficiaries of well needed 
scholarships this year (2018), all provided by 
OFANA. Since 2012, OFANA has honored its 
commitment to assisting needy students in achieving 
their educational goals.  The current cumulative 
value of scholarships awarded to CASE stands at 
Forty-One Thousand, Five Hundred US dollars 
(USD$41,500.00).” Dr. Deslandes also pledged his 
commitment to working in partnership with the 
Government of Jamaica, to achieve its education 
targets. 
 
Other distinguished guests in attendance included 
The Honorable Minister Robert Montague, an 
Alum of the college and current Minister of 
Transportation and Mining; the Minister 
congratulated OFANA on its altruistic mission and 
valuable contribution to the college. Also present 
were: CASE board members Canute Sadler and 
Eron McLean; Dr. Fritz Pinnock, President of the 
Caribbean Maritime University, Patrick Mitchell, 
Alum and President of Jamaican Cultural 
Connection / Orlando; Leo Gilling, Chair of the 
Jamaican Diaspora Education Task Force; Dr. Clivel 
Charlton, Alum and Head of Biomedical Research, 
at Meharry Medical College; The Baxter Families 
and Mrs. Dudley Wilson. 
  
Ms. Shamora Brown, CASE Student Body 
President, sent greetings to OFANA on behalf of the 
student body. In her message, Ms. Brown, equated 
OFANA to “God Parents.” “Words are not enough 
to effectively articulate the gratitude we feel for the 
many ways in which OFANA has contributed to the 
enrichment of our lives. The Plant Tissue Culture 
Lab you are establishing, is giving CASE a 
competitive edge, both locally and regionally; it will 
provide us with an opportunity to engage in more 
innovative research, as we seek to contribute to the 
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development of the agriculture sector in Jamaica.” 
she concluded. 
 
Mr. Webster McPherson, President of CASEAA in 
his message to OFANA wrote, “We in the CASEAA 
continue to be particularly pleased with the astute, 
inspirational and transformational leadership that has 
been provided by the President, and the other 
members of the executive committee and sub 
committees. He further commended OFANA for the 
scholarships to students as well as providing critical 
infrastructure support by way of the Plant Tissue 
Culture Lab. 
 
OFANA received congratulatory messages for 
inclusion in its journal from: Miami Deputy Consul 
General – Honorable Cecile Christie; UJAA 
President – Ms. Lesleyann Samuel; Orlando Mayor 
– Mr. Buddy Dyer; Chairman Jamaica Diaspora 
Education Task Force - Mr. Leo Gilling, all praised 
and encouraged OFANA’s mission. 
 
 A check for US $60,000.00 was issued to president 
Dr. Derrick Deslandes on May 29, 2017; the 
second installment check for US $40,000.00 was 
presented to him, on behalf of the college during 
this year’s AGM, this represents a cumulative US 
$100,000.00 donation in 12 months.  During the 
presentation, I reminded the group that OFANA has 
committed to fund the Plant Tissue Culture Lab on 
the main campus at CASE, for an estimated cost of 
US $120,000.00. Our fundraising drive continues, 
and we are in dire need of funds to realize our 
obligation to the college. I respectfully seek your 
help in the next few months to make a pledge 
towards this much needed Plant Tissue Culture 
Lab; please send your donation to myself or to 
our Treasurer or Assistant Treasurer, every 
donation is appreciated. Please use the enclosed 
Pledge Card for submittal. To all who have made 
a donation, I extend my PROFOUND 
GRATITUDE and ask for your continued 
assistance. I give sincere thanks for all 
anticipated future donations to OFANA. 
 
I also use this opportunity to thank all the friends of 
OFANA, the donors, advertisers and family 
members, who continue to support all of OFANA’s 
fundraising activities. Together, we are doing great 
things for the deserving students at CASE, we are 

changing lives; upgrading CASE infrastructure 
and investing in Jamaica’s sustained food 
security.  

AGM HONOREES: 

At the AGM Gala Dinner, OFANA celebrated the 
rich heritage of one of the member colleges, the 
Jamaica School of Agriculture (JSA), and 4 of its 
numerous outstanding graduates. Collectively the 
Baxter Brothers: Samuel (1963); Stanley (1972); 
Lawford (1974); and posthumously, Hezron 
(1981); the only known siblings of four (4) brothers, 
to have graduated the college were honored. As the 
OFANA President I congratulated the brothers’ 
unique accomplishment graduating from the same 
Agriculture College, and for their professional and 
personal achievement as well as their genuine 
passion to give back to their communities and to 
OFANA. Hezron’s wife accepted the posthumous 
award on behalf of her late husband. The Baxter 
brothers were truly appreciative of the honor and 
conveyed their thanks and shared some memorable 
experiences of life on the “Rocks” of the JSA 
Campus. 

During the business meeting, Election Chair Collin 
Burrell with Delrine Armstrong and Paulette 
McFarlene presided over the election of the new 
OFANA Executive Members.  The OFANA 
members re-elected me as their National President; 
the elected executive members completing the slate, 
included: Renford Williams, Treasurer; Dr. 
Terrence Johnson, Assistant Treasurer; Peterson 
Warburton, Secretary; Jurist Taylor, Assistant 
Secretary; Wendell Codner, Public Relations 
Officer.  Region VPs: Atlanta – Donna Bredwood; 
Canada – Audrey Spence; Florida – Doreen 
Danvers, and Northeast - Jennifer Petgrave.  
Minister Ruel Reid congratulated the new 
executive, officers following the swearing – in 
ceremony, and wished them continued success. 

At the Sunday Church Service, attendees were 
enthralled by the message of “Love” delivered by 
the Reverend Roy Robinson (Alum). The OFANA 
choir led by Vanetta James, added to the upbeat 
spiritual experience, with their musical renditions. 

The weekend culminated with a festive, farewell 
Brunch, at which OFANA Honored Mrs. Dudley 
Wilson, a highly revered member of the Kitchen 
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Staff at JSA. Many of the Alumni in attendance, 
shared fond memories of Mrs. Wilson’s maternal 
and compassionate contributions to their lives while 
they studied at JSA. Both Mrs. Wilson and 
Minister Reid were inducted into the Ole Farmer 
Fraternity, as honorary Ole Farmers. 

Everyone experienced a wonderful weekend of 
Southern Hospitality, thanks to Doreen and the 
Florida Team as well the attentive staff at the Rosen 
Centre Hotel. I use this opportunity to convey 
special thanks to VP Doreen Danvers and her 
dedicated Planning Team including Angela 
Brewton, Brenda Leighton, Renford Williams, 
Jurist Taylor, and Peterson Warburton for the 
team spirit they exhibited in making the weekend 
successful. 

In case you missed this year’s memorable weekend, 
please mark your calendar for our 13th Annual 
General Meeting to be hosted in the Northeast 
Region, May 24 -26, 2019. 

Please contact me at your earliest to become a 
member in good standing & to volunteer on a 
committee. 

OFANA is incorporated under the US Internal 
Revenue Code, Section 501 © (3) and is operated 
through regional chapters throughout North 
America. The Executive meets once per month to 
conduct the association’s business. Please visit us at 
our website at www.olefarmers.com. 

 
 
 

OUR WEB-SITE  
 

Any Ole Farmer may submit articles or items of 
breaking news either directly or via email to 
info@olefarmers.com.  
Members in good standing may log in to the secure 
"members" only portal for access to financial 
information and photographs of recent events. 
Anyone can make a donation by clicking on the 
PayPal "Donate button”. Try it today and save 
your receipt: 
 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
 
Membership is open to alumni of: 

 College of Agriculture, Science and 
Education (1995 to present) 

 College of Agriculture (1981 – 1995)  
 Jamaica School of Agriculture (1942 – 

1981) 
 Government Farm School (1910 – 1942)  

 
Please remember to bring your OFANA 
Membership up to date. Together as Ole Farmers, 
we are making a difference in the lives of our 
people.  
 
Membership Dues are set at $100.00 per person 
per year; that’s less than $1.95 per week to 
become a paid-up member.  
 
Not yet a member? Download an application form 
now using the link below:  
http://www.olefarmers.com/forms/ 
 
 
 
 

OLE FARMERS CAN DO 
ANYTHING 

 
 
OFANA heartily congratulates and commends the 
following hardworking and deserving members of 
the Ole Farmer Fraternity, as recipients of National 
Honors effective Independence Day, Monday, 
August 06, 2018. These honors will be conferred at 
the traditional ceremony to be held at King’s House, 
in Kingston on National Heroes Day, Monday, 
October 15, 2018;  
 

 Dr. Clifford Augustus 
BRADFORD, CD (Class of ‘64) - 
Commander of the order of Distinction 
for outstanding contribution to the 
field of Veterinary Medicine.  

 
 Mr. Lenworth George FULTON, BHM, 

OD (Class of '77) - Officer of the Order of 
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Distinction for dedicated service to the 
Agricultural Sector   

 
 Mrs. Mazie Merdel WILLIAMS-

MILLER, OD (Class of '76) - Officer of the 
Order of Distinction for dedicated service to 
Jamaican Culinary Arts      

        
We salute these Ole Farmers who have indeed 
distinguished themselves via their service to their 
fellow men. We hope that their example will serve to 
motivate other members of the fraternity as they 
pursue excellence in whatever vocational area they 
may choose. 

 
 
 

REVIEWS 
 

REUNION 2018 HIGHLIGHTS 
 
 

FOUR BAXTER BROTHERS HONORED 
 

 
 
OFANA Florida Region VP Doreen Danvers 
handing Plaque to the Baxter Brothers, while 
OFANA President Norma Jarrett reads salutations. L 
-R Ms. Danvers OFANA Florida Region VP, 
Stanley Baxter, Hezron Baxter’s Son & Wife, Dr. 
Lawfrord Baxter and Samuel Baxter. At the podium 
- Norma Jarrett OFANA President.  
 

 
 
OFANA congratulated the Baxter Brothers – 
Samuel; Stanley; Lawford and Hezron 
(posthumously); the only known siblings of four (4) 
brothers to have graduated from JSA, at the OFANA 
12th Annual General Meeting at the Rosen Centre 
Hotel in Orlando Florida. OFANA President Jarrett 
commended the brothers for their scholastic 
achievements while at JSA as well as since their 
graduation. We are proud of your professional and 
personal achievements as well as your genuine 
passion, to effortlessly give back to your 
communities and OFANA, Ms. Jarrett commented. 
 
 

OFANA INDUCTS HON. RUEL REID 
AS HONORARY OLE FARMER 

 

 
 
Hon. Ruel Reid (5th from right) flanked here (L-R) 
by Wendell Codner (Public Relations Officer), Jurist 
Taylor (Assistant Secretary), Renford Williams 
(Treasurer), Canute Sadler (Board Member at 
C.A.S.E.) Norma Jarrett (President), Maj. George 
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Kates (Chairman of the Board at C.A.S.E.), Dr. 
Derrick Deslandes (President of C.A.S.E.), Audrey 
Spence (VP Canada), Doreen Danvers (VP Florida) 
and Peterson Warburton (Secretary)  
 
 
 

OFANA INDUCTS A REVERED  
RETIRED JSA STAFF MEMBER AS  

HONORARY OLE FARMER 
 

 
 
Mrs. Dudley Wilson accompanied by her son -in 
law Mr. Greg Brewton, beams with pride, as 
OFANA President Norma Jarrett reads the 
salutation honoring her as an Honorary Ole Farmer, 
at the recent annual general meeting of the Alumni 
Association at the Rosen Centre Hotel in Orlando 
Florida. Mrs. Wilson is a revered long-standing 
employee of the Jamaica School of Agriculture, who 
nurtured numerous students attending the college. 
Mrs. Wilson’s daughter Dr. Angela Brewton was 
also in attendance to witness sentiments expressed 
by members of the alumni association.  

 
 
 

NEW EXECUTIVE SWORN IN 
 
On behalf of the New OFANA Executive, I say 
thank you for the vote of confidence you have 
demonstrated in selecting us to lead this your 
esteemed Alumni Association, OFANA. With this 
honor comes great responsibilities and sacrifices, as 

well as the wonderful opportunities to make a 
difference in the lives of so many deserving students, 
faculty and infrastructure at CASE. Your leaders 
have promised me, continued hard work, 
transparency and prudent leadership as we conduct 
business on your behalf.  
 
Your newly elected Executive Leaders are: Norma 
Jarrett- President; Renford Williams – Treasurer; 
Terrence Johnson – Assistant Treasurer; Peterson 
Warburton – Secretary; Jurist Taylor – Assistant 
Secretary; Wendell Codner – Public Relations 
Officer; Vice Presidents: Donna Bredwood – 
Georgia; Doreen Danvers –Florida; Audrey Spence 
– Canada; Jennifer Petgrave – Northeast.  
 

 
 
L-R: Renford WILLIAMS (Treasurer), Dona BREDWOOD 
(VP Georgia), Jennifer PETGRAVE (VP North East), Norma 
JARRETT (President), Doreen DANVERS (VP Florida), 
Audrey SPENCE (VP Canada), Jurist TAYLOR (Assistant 
Secretary), Wendell CODNER (Public Relations Officer), 
Peterson WARBURTON (Secretary) 
 
OFANA currently operates under the 2014 -5 Year 
Strategic Plan, and we are now formulating the 
Pillars for our next 5 years. I welcome you to please 
volunteer in this very important project that will 
pave the way for OFANA’s next five (5) years of 
growth and making a difference in the success of this 
your Alumni Association. Please contact me at your 
earliest, to make your contribution; volunteer on a 
committee and to become a member in good standing. 
 
I look forward to a productive 2 years of 
accomplishments and with God’s help continued 
profound positive changes in the lives of many 
deserving students at CASE.  
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I implore you to please visit our OFANA Website @ 
www.olefarmers.com and become familiar with the 
By - Laws and the SOP Documents therein. 
Membership application forms are also available on 
our website, please show your dedication by 
completing the application process. 
 
Let us be committed to continued cooperative 
collaborations, respect & transparency, as we 
continue to “Partner with CASE in pursuit of 
Excellence.” Thank you for your continued 
dedication to OFANA. 
 
God Bless You. 

 Norma Jarrett 

 
 
 
 

C.A.S.E. ZONE 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 
CASE is currently the largest producer of the MD2 
Variety of Pineapples in Portland. 
 

 
 
Monique Oates (CASE Public Relations and 
International Programs Director) light moment with 
Hon. Audley Shaw (Minister of Agriculture), Mr. 
Fenton Ferguson, MP (Opposition Spokesperson on 
Agriculture) 

 
 
See what else is happening on Campus -  

 https://case.edu.jm/web/  
 https://www.facebook.com/wedoagriculture/  
 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKUm

QeAh2UywP7J-g8U4NpA  
 
 
 
 
 

OFANA SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

Students attending C.A.S.E. are invited to apply for 
2018 – 2019 OFANA Scholarships by September 
30, 2018. 
Application Forms available for download at 
www.olefarmers.com . 
 
OFANA – partnering with C.A.S.E. in 
pursuit of excellence. 
 
 
 
 

OPPORTUNITY TO STUDY 
ABROAD 

 
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you 
can use to change the world”.  

Nelson Mandela 
 
Visit the link below to discover more opportunities 
that might be waiting just for you: 
 
http://scholarship-positions.com/  
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

FLORIDA FALL BALL 
 

It’s NOT Fall until Florida Ole Farmers host their 4th 
Annual Fall Ball. 

 
 

Florida Fall Ball – Saturday, September 22, 2018 
commencing 7:30 pm (dinner at 8:00 pm); CLUB 
19 at Pembroke Lakes Country Club, 10500 Taft 
Street, Pembroke Pines, FL 33026. 
 

 
 
Proceeds to help Fund Plant Tissue Culture 
Laboratory at C.A.S.E. / Scholarships for deserving 
Students attending C.A.S.E. 
 
As well, please support the Fall Ball Raffle. Tickets 
are $2.00 each (book of 6 for $10.00) 

 1st Prize - 3 days/2 nights Cruise for two to 
Grand Bahama Island on Bahamas Paradise 
Cruise Lines sailing from the Port of Palm 
Beach 

 2nd Prize - 49” Flat Screen Color Television 
 3rd Prize - Gift Card/Dinner for two at a 

Five-Star Restaurant 
 Plus Consolation Prizes 

 

……………………………………………………… 
 

NE HOLIDAY DINNER-DANCE 
 

 
 

The Official start of the Christmas Season for 2018 
will be marked by the North East Region’s 10th 
Annual Holiday Dinner-Dance at the Stamford 
Marriott Hotel & Spa 243 Tresser Boulevard, 
Stamford, CT 06901 to Saturday, December 08, 
2018. 
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Cash Bar available; music by ROAD 
INTERNATIONAL DISCO 
 

 
CLASS OF ’77  

STAND UP 
 
Mid-December 2017 made it ‘forty years out-a-
grass’ for the Class of ’77. Members of that Class 
are encouraged to mark that milestone by pledging 
$40.00 towards completing the Plant Tissue 
Culture Laboratory at C.A.S.E. 
 

 

 
If you are a member of the Class of ’77 and have 
not yet made your $40.00 contribution, it’s never 
too late. 
 
Graduates of preceding Classes please feel free to 
pitch in! 

 
Remember; 

 Without Government Farm School there 
might not have been a Jamaica School of 
Agriculture 

 Without the Jamaica School of Agriculture 
there might not have been a College of 
Agriculture 

 Without the College of Agriculture there 
might not be a College of Agriculture 
Science and Education today 

 
This is an opportunity to cement your legacy in 
the pursuit of excellence in Agriculture, by our 
people.  
 
Class of ’78 stand by! 
 

 
 
 

BACK A YAAD 
 

 
For the latest News from Home follow these links: 

 http://www.jamaicaobserver.com/  
 http://jamaica-gleaner.com/  
 http://rjr94fm.com/live.php  
 http://www.televisionjamaica.com/  
 http://www.cvmtv.com/  

 
For Sports from just about anywhere, try the free 
download below: 

 http://download.bringmesports.com/index.jht
ml?spu=true&partner=YLxdm003&pkw=live
%20cricket%20live&theme=cricket&gclid=C
KP3zvDU88MCFUIR7AodH3gA2w  
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OUR CHANGING PLANET 
 

 
 

The Latest Global Warming Facts and 
Our Shared Future Story 

 
"You cannot be called an alarmist if there really 
is something to be alarmed about." Unknown 
 
Because the above is true and it is always best to get 
the bad global warming (a.k.a. climate change,) facts 
and news out-of-the-way before the good news, we 
will start with the bad global warming facts first. 
Keep in mind as you read them that there is good 
news further down this page and, there is still hope 
we can find ways to slow, lessen and manage the 
many unthinkable soon-arriving global warming 
climate catastrophes that you are about to discover.  
The global warming facts that will define the quality 
of life and length of life for most everyone on earth. 
 
By late 2017, it became clear to our nonprofit 
organization that the world's leading global warming 
authorities (the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change IPCC) in charge of the 2016 
International Paris Climate Conference agreement 
had grossly misinformed the public about both the 
consequences and timetables of future global 
warming and, we had to do something about it. 
 
At the last international climate conference the IPCC 
failed to: 

 warn the public of both the actual severity of 
future global warming consequences  

 how soon these consequences will actually 
begin occurring. 

 

For years, the IPCC, governments and 
environmental organizations they influence have told 
the public:   

a. that global warming is still 
manageable (in the sense that we are 
currently and will continue to make 
steady and adequate progress in 
lessening global warming for the 
foreseeable future,) 

b. that global warming consequences 
will occur gradually, 

c. that global warming consequences 
will remain generally mild until about 
2100  

d. the very worst consequences of 
global warming will occur after 2100 
long after most of us living today are 
gone. 

 
Nothing listed above could be farther from the truth! 
In fact, the public has no idea that we have managed 
escalating global warming so incredibly poorly for 
the last 30 plus years that it has now 
become irreversible (for at least another 50 
years) with horrific consequences arriving far 
sooner than almost any of us are prepared to deal 
with.  

 
Published by Job One for Humanity a non-profit 

organization with a new plan for how to survive the 
global warming emergency.  

The plan is based on current science. It provided 
practical prioritized and effective action steps that 

one can start today 
 https://www.facebook.com/JobOneforHumanity/  

 
 
 
 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
 

Members at large would like to know the 
whereabouts of the following Ole Farmers: 

 Cleveland CLARKE (Class of ’79) 

 Aston REID (Class of ’77) 

 Anita WILLIAMS (Class of ’79) 

 Harris YOUNG (Class of ’77) 
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Anyone in possession of any form of contact 
information for the aforementioned is encouraged to 
submit same to info@olefarmers.com  
 

 

 

 

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 
 

 
Ole Farmer Alpheous ‘Tata’ HIGGINS (Class of  
‘71) faded in mid-June at home in Clarendon. 
Ole Farmer HIGGINS served the Ministry of 
Agriculture well for decades in the Borobridge, 
Aenon Town and Morgan Forest areas as:  

 Agricultural Extension Officer  
 Animal Health Assistant in the Veterinary 

Division 
The service of thanksgiving for his life and work 
was held at the Long Bough New Testament Church 
of God, Long Bough District, Clarendon on August 
18.  
…………………………………………………….. 
Ole Farmer Faba CHEN (formerly Roan 
CHAMPAGNIE - Class of ‘87) on Wednesday, 
June 13, 2018; ending a six-year battle with extreme 
medical complications. 
 
Ole Farmer CHEN, a graduate of: 

 Knockalva Agricultural Training Center  
 College of Agriculture  
 University of the West Indies - St. Augustine  

gave decades of dedicated service to Jamaica’s 
Sugar Industry as an Agronomist at New Yarmouth 
and Worthy Park Sugar Estates. 
 
The service of thanksgiving for the life and work of 
Ole Farmer CHEN was held at the Gospel Hall 
Church, Ham Walk, St. Catherine on July 28. 
……………………………………………………… 
 
Ole Farmer Sonja OSBOURNE-LEWIS (Class of 
‘78) faded on Monday, June 04, 2018 in her native 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 
 
Ole Farmer Sonja OSBOURNE-LEWIS was the 
consummate Home Economist. She gave four 

decades of yeoman service at the National, Regional 
and International levels as: 

 Instructor in Home Economics in St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines  

 President of the St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines Association of Home Economists 

 President of the Caribbean Association of 
Home Economists and was a Council 
member of the International Federation for 
Home Economics 

 Represented St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
Internationally at Netball 

 
The service of thanksgiving for the life and work of 
Ole Farmer OSBOURNE-LEWIS was held at St. 
Mary's Cathedral, Kingstown, St. Vincent on 
June 18. 
……………………………………………………… 
Ole Farmer Samuel BEASON (Class of ‘75) on 
Sunday, May 27, 2018 in Kissimmee, FL. 
 

 
 
Ole Farmer BEASON gave many years of dedicated 
service to the Veterinary Division of the Ministry of 
Agriculture prior to migrating to the USA. His 
mother, five daughters and a son survive him. 
 
The service of thanksgiving for the life and work of 
Ole Farmer BEASON will be held at Solid Rock 
SDA Church, Orlando, FL on June 28. 
……………………………………………………… 
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You all will be sorely missed: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mWm1NbF1Ikw
&feature=related 
 
 
YOUR PRAYER CAN CHANGE THINGS! 
 

If my people, which are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, 
and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear 
from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will 
heal their land. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 
 

 

 
 
 

SECURING THE FUTURE! 
 

STATE OF THE INSURED RETIREMENT 
INDUSTRY 2017 

 
Review & 2018 Outlook  
 
REALITY CHECK : IF YOU OUTLIVE YOUR 
ASSETS, WHO PAYS THE BILLS?  
At retirement, earning power shrinks  
Generally, Americans depend on three sources of 
retirement income:  

(1) Personal Savings            
(2) Employer Provided Plans  
(3) Social Security  

Even retirees with a large nest egg run the risk of 
depleting their assets.  
 

 
 
48% of Americans ages 45 – 70 have no financial 
plans in place to protect themselves against outliving 
their assets and the rising cost of healthcare should 
they live longer than expected.*  
*State of the Insured Retirement Industry: 2012 
recap and a 2013 Outlook, Insured Retirement 
Institute  
 
A FINANCIALLY SOLID INDUSTRY   
Record assets are driving solid revenue for VA 
issuers, as well as shrinking net amounts at risk in 
living benefits, while issuers of fixed and fixed 
indexed products are seeing strong sales. Insurers 
continue to diversify their offerings to avoid over 
concentration in any one strategy, and continue to 
diligently and effectively employ risk management 
strategies, such as the use of volatility funds with 
guaranteed income benefits. Risk management 
strategies help insurers maintain profitability, while 
continuing to offer valuable benefits to Americans 
saving for retirement, or using their assets to produce 
income in retirement. If interest rates rise in 2018, as 
many expect, disciplined hedging strategies should 
enable meaningful benefit enhancements.       
 

Article submitted by:  
Ole Farmer, Doreen Clemetson Danvers’74  

 
 
 
 

FOR SAFETY SAKE 
 
Prepare for a hurricane 
Make any preparations that can minimize injury and 
property damage. Households, utilities, and 
businesses should plan for disaster before hurricane 
season starts, or make any possible preparations 
when a hurricane is predicted. 
 



13 
 

Drinking water: 
Make a kit of supplies. Keep at least a 3-day water 
supply per person and for pets, too. What you can 
do to protect your household well. 
 
Water and wastewater systems: 

 Activities to help water facilities plan for 
emergencies and natural disasters. 

 Water resiliency planning tools for 
communities. 

Planning for disaster debris: 
Damage from a hurricane depends on the size, 
extent, and other factors. Damage debris can include 
destroyed structures, hazardous waste, green waste, 
or personal property. More about disaster debris 
planning 
 
This guide highlights the need for communities to 
plan ahead for debris cleanup after a major natural or 
man-made disaster, plus case studies. Read a 
printable version.  
 
https://www.epa.gov/natural-
disasters/hurricanes?utm_content=&utm_medium=e
mail&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_t
erm=#prepare  
 

From the EPA 
 
 
 

ACROSS THE DIASPORA  
 

A Quarter of the 2016 Olympic  
Men’s 100m Semifinalists 

were Jamaican 
 
Cast your mind back to Rio 2016 
 
Unsurprisingly, the Jamaican trio of Usain Bolt, 
Nickel Ashmeade, and Yohan Blake automatically 
qualified for the Olympic 100m semifinals. They 
were joined there, though, by a full B team of 
Jamaicans. Kemarley Brown, Andrew Fisher, and 
Jak Ali Harvey all were Jamaican-born, and all 
qualified---but representing Bahrain, Bahrain, and 
Turkey, respectively.  

Blake and Harvey went 1-2 in their heat, Bolt and 
Fisher went 1-2 in theirs, and Brown won his heat 
over Chijindu Ujah. So six of the 24 semifinalists---a 
full quarter of the field---were Jamaican. 
 
The reasons why are simple. Bahrain, Turkey and 
other countries have been paying athletes to become 
citizens (Turkey dominated the European 
championships with a full complement of free agent 
signings). 
 
And it's really, really hard to make the Jamaican 
sprint team. Fisher, Brown, and Harvey are three of 
the fastest men in the world, but Fisher and Harvey 
weren't even able to be the first Jamaican finishers in 
their 100m heats at the Olympics. Jamaican athletics 
head Dr. Warren Blake in a 2015 interview with 
the Jamaican Observer reported that the athletes 
"said it's getting difficult to represent Jamaica and 
they want the opportunity to represent because they 
are thinking of migrating to Bahrain and becoming 
citizens of that country." 
 
Ashmeade and Harvey were together in semifinal 1, 
Fisher and Bolt were together in semifinal 2, and 
Blake and Brown were together in semifinal 3. The 
top two finishers in each heat plus the next two 
fastest times advanced; there was one American in 
each semifinal, meaning a 100% American / 
Jamaican final was very much on the table. 
 

The rest is history. 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4gUW1JikaxQ
&feature=youtu.be  
 

From an article by Dennis Young  
reporting for FloTrack 

August 2016 
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………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

View more about our people: 
http://www.jamaicadiaspora.org/news/about-us/ 
 
 
 
 

NOW THAT’S FUNNY 
 
A kindergarten teacher was walking around her 
classroom observing her students drawing pictures. 
As she got to the senior in the class working 
diligently, she asked, 
“What are you drawing?” 
The little girl replied, 
“I am drawing God” 
The teacher paused and said, 
“But nobody knows what God looks like!” 
Without looking up from her drawing, the girl 
replied with a smile, 
“They will in a minute” 
 
 

INSPIRATION 
 

 
 

“God and Nature first made us what we are, and then 
out of our own created genius we make ourselves 
what we want to be. Follow always that great law. 
Let the sky and God be our limit and Eternity our 
measurement.” 

 

 


