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       OFANA Strategic Plan 
 

The current issue of Grapevine 
captures some of the images from 
OFANA’s 7th annual reunion event 
in Atlanta during the 2013 
Memorial Day weekend. The 
attendees had a great time and it 
was very refreshing to see the high 
level of camaraderie among Ole 
Farmers.  OFANA has achieved 
significant growth as well as many 
accomplishments since its 
inception in 2007, and the brand 
continues to grow.  
 

As typical, most voluntary 
organizations go through the 
classical organizational life cycle 
and as President of OFANA, I have 
interacted with the initial life 
stages described below. I have 
briefly captured the stages and 
believe that OFANA is now at the 
Young Adulthood to Adulthood 
stage of its life cycle. This is also 
the opportune time to build a 
strategic plan to manage the most 
important life stage of OFANA, 
which is Adulthood. 

OFANA Life Cycle: 

1. Conception: A group of 
people saw an advantage to 
voluntary come together 
and start an association 

2. Infancy:  The founders took 
charge and every job 
required more work than the 
founders could do 

3. Puberty: The organization 
grew steadily and 
entrepreneurial skills were 
gradually replaced by more 
professional and management 
skills 

4. Young Adulthood: Accepted 
management practices were 
implemented, including 
formalized personnel practices 

5. Adulthood:  The organization 
served the needs of its members 
and community with a record 
of significant accomplishments 

6. Late Adulthood: Diminished 
excitement, complacency and 
lack of a sense of urgency are 
setting in 

7. Old Age: The organization is 
losing its ability to cope with its 
environment and serve the real 
needs of its members 

8. Revitalization or Dissolution 

Our plan is to enter into 
Adulthood with a strong strategic 
plan for OFANA. The current 
executive as well as volunteers 
from the general membership are 
cooperating on building this plan 
and we will have it rolled out at the 
next annual meeting in Florida in 
2014. 

Most importantly, we will embark 
on an initiative to attract graduates 
from CASE in the general 
membership as well as at the 
Executive and Board levels. Create 
positions to empower new 
members, challenge them to help 
build an organization into the 
future that they see possible. 
Additionally, the strategic plan will 
become the organizational 
guidepost to which governance and 
decisions are based. 



  

So join us, give us a call and be 
part of the plan for OFANA’s 
future. No one person, or a select 
group of individuals, has a 
monopoly on great ideas. We 
welcome all ideas. 

 

WENDELL CODNER 

President 

wenfmc@hotmail.com 

 

 

REUNION REVIEW 

As we observe these memorable 
pictures from this year’s 7th 
Annual Reunion, let us give thanks 
to the lord for a very successful 
and entertaining event.  

 
 

 

Day 1: Meet and Greet 
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Day 2: Fun Day 

 

 

Day 2: Fun Day 

 

Day 2: Fun Day 

 

 

Day 2: Banquet 
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Day 3: Church Service 
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Day 3: Brunch 

 

 

Day 3: Brunch 

 

 

Day 3: Lyme at Bally’s 

 
Want to see more? Follow this 
link: http://sdrv.ms/16zN21T 
 

To all participants, the planning 
committee and all who have 
contributed to make this reunion 
the success it was I would like to 
express my sincere gratitude on 
behalf of the Georgia Region and 
the Executive Board for your 
support, camaraderie and 
fellowship. 

Let us now focus on the next 
reunion and set our goal to bring an 
Ole Farmer who has not 
experienced the magic of reunion 
spirit into the fold. 

Thanks again to each and every 
one and God's speed 

. 

 
 

"BR" Banton 

Vice President,  
OFANA GA Region 

 

 

OFANA 
SCHOLARSHIPS 

Students attending C.A.S.E. are 
hereby invited to apply for 2013-
2014 OFANA Scholarships.  

Visit www.olefarmers.com to 
download an application form.  
 
‘OFANA: - supporting the 
enlightenment of education in 
pursuit of agricultural excellence’. 
 
 

OUR WEB-SITE  

Any Ole Farmer may submit 
articles or items of breaking news 
either directly or via email to 
info@olefarmers.com.  
Members in good standing may log 
in to the secure "members" only 
portal for access to financial 
information and photographs of 



  

recent events. 
 

Anyone can make a donation by 
clicking on the PayPal "Donate 
button”. For more information 
please logon to 
www.olefarmers.com and try it 
now. 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP   

Please remember to bring your 

OFANA Membership up to date. 
Together we Ole Farmers are 
making a difference in the lives of 
our people. Not yet a member? For 
as little as $2.00 per week, you can 
be a paid-up member. Download 
an application form now using the 
link below:  
http://www.olefarmers.com/forms/
.  

Also follow us on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
207036532652382/ 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

 
NE HOLIDAY DINNER-
DANCE 
Saturday, December 14, 2013 
marks the official start of 
Christmas in Stamford, CT when 
the North East Region hosts its 5th 
Annual Holiday Dinner-Dance at 
the Sheraton Stamford Hotel. 

SOMETHING FISHY 2013:   
On Friday, August 30, 2013 all 
roads lead to Holy Sacrament 
Episcopal Parish Hall, 2801 N. 
University Drive, Cooper City, FL 
33024 (opposite the southern end 
of Davie Road Extension) when 
FLORIDA OLE FARMERS 
proudly present 'SOMETHING 
FISHY 2013' (a traditional 'Family 
Fish Fry Affair') 7:00 pm – 1:00 
am. 
 
 

BACK A YAAD 

‘Jubilee for ‘63’  
Members of the Class of ’63 
marked their ‘Golden Jubilee’ 
with a slate of activities including:  

• Church Service at Phillippo 
Baptist Church in Spanish 
Town, St. Catherine 

• Family Fun Day in 
Linstead, St. Catherine 

• Banquet in Kingston 

• A ‘Lyme’ at the 61st 
Annual Denbigh 
Agricultural Show, in 
Denbigh, Clarendon (the 
oldest, largest and most 
dynamic Agricultural 
Industrial and Food Show 
in the English Speaking 
Caribbean).  

The group is very grateful for 
the support of Ole Farmers at 
large, who travelled from near 

and far to join in the festivities. 
 

OLE FARMERS CAN     
DO ANYTHING  

OFANA salutes the following: 
 
OFANA congratulates Ole Farmer 
Janeen McNISH (Class of ’79), 
lecturer in the school of Tourism 
and Hospitality Management at the 
University of Technology, Jamaica 
(UTech) on the May 29, 2013 
launch of her book, “Celebrating 
the Culinary Wonders of 
Cassava”. 
 

 
 

The book, co-authored  by Sheerin 
EYRE (Dietetics and Nutrition 
Lecturer in the College of Health 
Sciences - UTech) and Ceretsie 
ROWE-CAMPBELL (Lecturer in 
the School of Hospitality and 
Tourism Management - UTech and 
chef extraordinaire), culminates a 
National Cassava Campaign 
initiative led the Caribbean 
Agricultural Research and 
Development Institute (CARDI) in 
collaboration with UTech to: 

• Increase production of roots 
and tuber crops in the 
Caribbean in keeping with 
the FAO’s vision of “a 
world free from hunger and 
malnutrition where food 
and agriculture contribute 



  

to improving the living 
standards of all, especially 
the poorest, in an 
economically, socially and 
environmentally sustainable 
manner.”  

• strengthen the cassava 
value chain and increase 
consumer awareness and 
acceptance of various 
cassava products 

• celebrate a culinary cassava 
journey around the 
Caribbean islands 

Speaking on behalf of the three 
authors of the recipe book, 
“Celebrating the Wonders of 
Cassava”, Ole Farmer McNISH 
gave an overview of the five year 
intensive research journey that 
culminated in its publication and 
launch and thanked Martin 
HENRY , Manager for Projects and 
Operations in the School of 
Graduate Studies, Research and 
Entrepreneurship (SGSRE) for his 
encouragement to pursue the 
research project and extended 
thanks to other partners within the 
University who assisted on the 
journey.  Ole Farmer McNISH 
noted that “the whole world 
including Jamaica is facing a 
serious food challenge and 
UTech’s response to this challenge 
was to make a cross-faculty power 
house research team representing 
the University’s finest expertise in 
Food Science/Experimental Foods, 
Traditional Culinary Arts, Dietetics 
and Nutrition to create a recipe 
book utilizing cassava.”  She 

pointed out that the primary goal of 
creating this recipe book is 
therefore to promote local and 
regional consumption of cassava 
and its value added products. 

 

Ole Farmer Terrence ‘TJ’ 
JOHNSON (Class of ’80) has 
been producing some of Jamaica’s 
finest ’kids’ at his Savannah Goat 
Ranch in Westmorland. Anyone 
looking to upgrade their herd with 
high quality purebred and graded 
Nubian and Boer goats need to 
look no further than ‘TJ’s’ 
Savannah Goat Ranch. 

 
Ole Farmer Everett STREETE 
a.k.a. EVER-G (Class of ’78) 
maintained his great form at the 
2013 Reggae Awards in Hampton, 
VA where he was again named 
‘Favorite Artiste’.    

.  

Enjoy our Brother’s music at 
www.evergmuzik.com or 
www.myspace.com/evergm1 
 
Watch him in action at: 
http://www.reverbnation.com/ev
erg 

 

Ole Farmers, our wish for you is 
success without boundaries in all 
your future endeavors.  

WELLNESS CHECK 

The Importance of Sleep: Six 
reasons not to scrimp on sleep 
 
A 2006 survey found that more 
people are sleeping less than six 
hours a night, and sleep difficulties 
visit seventy-five percent of us at 
least a few nights per week. A 
short-lived bout of insomnia is 
generally nothing to worry about. 
The bigger concern is chronic sleep 
loss, which can contribute to health 
problems such as weight gain, high 
blood pressure, and a decrease in 
the immune system’s power, 
reports the Harvard Women’s 
Health Watch. 
 
While more research is needed to 
explore the links between chronic 
sleep loss and health, it’s safe to 
say that sleep is too important to 
shortchange. 
 
The Harvard Women’s Health 
Watch suggests six reasons to get 
enough sleep: 
 
1.      Learning and memory: 
Sleep helps the brain commit new 
information to memory through a 
process called memory 
consolidation. In studies, people 
who’d slept after learning a task 
did better on tests later.  
 

2.      Metabolism and weight: 
Chronic sleep deprivation may 
cause weight gain by affecting the 
way our bodies process and store 
carbohydrates, and by altering 
levels of hormones that affect our 
appetite.  



  

3.      Safety: Sleep debt 
contributes to a greater tendency to 
fall asleep during the daytime. 
These lapses may cause falls and 
mistakes such as medical errors, air 
traffic mishaps, and road accidents.  
 

4.      Mood: Sleep loss may result 
in irritability, impatience, inability 
to concentrate, and moodiness. Too 
little sleep can also leave you too 
tired to do the things you like to 
do. 
 

5.      Cardiovascular health: 
Serious sleep disorders have been 
linked to hypertension, increased 
stress hormone levels, and irregular 
heartbeat.  
 

6.      Disease: Sleep deprivation 
alters immune function, including 
the activity of the body’s killer 
cells. Keeping up with sleep may 
also help fight cancer.  
 
Sleep well and be well! 

 

WHERE ARE THEY 
NOW? 

Members at large would like to 
know the whereabouts of the 
following Ole Farmers: 

Floyd BROWN (Class of ’79) 

Radcliffe KING (Class of ’79) 

Aston REID (Class of ’77) 

Anita WILLIAMS (Class of ’79) 

Harris YOUNG (Class of ’77) 
 

Anyone in possession of any form 
of contact information for the 
aforementioned is encouraged to 
submit same to 
info@olefarmers.com  
 

GONE BUT NOT 
FORGOTTEN  

 

Ole Farmer Audley Lars 
CLUNIE (Class of ’60) passed 
away Saturday, August 03, in 
Pembroke Park, FL after years of 
confinement to a wheelchair due to 
a stroke. Ole Farmer CLUNIE 
gave dedicated service to the Sugar 
Industry and Agricultural 
Extension Service then moved on 
to the Life Insurance Industry. He 
later operated his own citrus farm 
in Newport, Manchester before 
migrating to the United States in 
1987. He returned to Jamaica to 
work with the new Jamaica Orange 
Company from 1992 to 2001.  

 
 

A service of thanksgiving for his 
life was held Tuesday, August 13, 
at the Joseph A. Scarano Pines 
Memorial Chapel, Pembroke Pines, 
FL. 
 
Ole Farmer Devrel 'Barrel' 
AUSTIN (Class of ’79) passed 
away in North Carolina on Friday, 
July 28 after a long struggle with 
diabetes.  
 
Ole Farmer Dr. Lloyd LOGAN 
(Class of '61) passed away 
Thursday, July 18 in Ontario, 

Canada where he resided since 
1967. The Home going service of 
thanksgiving for the life and work 
of Ole Farmer LOGAN was held at 
the Highland Funeral Chapel, 10 
Cachet Woods Court, Markham, 
Ontario, Canada on Sunday July 
28.   
Ole Farmer Horace BARKER 
(Class of ’60) passed away in 
Summerville, NJ on Monday, June 
24, 2013. Ole Farmer BARKER’s 
decades of service to Agriculture 
started as an Artificial 
Insemination Officer at Bodles 
Research Station. He later 
transferred to the Agricultural 
Extension Service, did stints with 
the St. Thomas and St. Catherine 
Land Authorities; was seconded to 
the Jamaica Development Bank 
and returned to the Agricultural 
Extension Service where he retired 
in 1995 as CEO of the St. Andrew 
Branch of the Rural Agricultural 
Development Authority 
(R.A.D.A). He continued to serve 
during retirement with the Ministry 
of Education developing school 
gardens. A service of thanks giving 
for the life and work of Ole Farmer 
BARKER was held at the Church 
of Reconciliation, Bridgeport, St. 
Catherine on Saturday, July 06. 
Interment followed at Dovecot 
Memorial Park, St. Catherine. 
 
Ole Farmer Volney BRAMWELL 
(Class of '43) passed away Friday, 
June 7 after decades of dedicated 
service to the Agricultural 
Extension Service, the Banana 
Board and Project Food Farms 



  

before retiring as Executive 
Agricultural Officer for the 
Portland Land Authority. The wake 
for Ole Farmer BRAMWELL was 
held at Folly Oval, Port Antonio, 
Portland on Friday June 21 and the 
service of thanksgiving for his life 
and work was held at the Port 
Antonio Anglican Church, Port 
Antonio, Portland on Saturday 
June 22. 
 
Ole Farmers, you all will be 
sorely missed:- 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=mWm1NbF1Ikw&feature=rel
ated 
 
 
 

  CONDOLENCES 
 

OFANA extends sincerest 
condolences to: 
     

Ole Farmer Daniel "Mawga 
Man" MILLER (Class of ‘81)  
whose mother Mrs. Florence 
MILLER passed away Thursday, 
July 4. The home going service of 
thanksgiving for the life and work 
of Mrs. MILLER was held at the 
United Brethren in Christ Church, 
York Town, Clarendon, on 
Saturday, July 27. Interment 
followed in the family plot. 

 
Ole Farmers Charmaine 
HEPBURN (Class of ’78), Collin 
HEPBURN (Class of ’76) and 
Edward HEPBURN (Class of 
’71) whose mother Gretel 
HEPBURN passed away on June 

13. The thanksgiving service for 
the life of Mrs. Gretel 
HEPBURN was held at Kings 
Gate United Church, 49 Hope 
Road, Kingston on Saturday, June 
29. Interment followed at 
Meadowrest Memorial Gardens, 
Spanish Town, St. Catherine. 
 

The HEPBURN Family had this to 
say;  
“We want to thank everyone in 
the Ole Farmer community for 
showing so much love and support. 
Words cannot express how deeply 
we appreciate your endless 
outpouring of love and kindness. 
 
You all were there for us during a 
difficult time, as our mother 
recently passed. There is something 
truly special about the community. 
We are honored and privileged to 
be affiliated with such a magnificent 
group of people. We know God will 
bless you all, the way you have 
blessed us.”  
 

Ole Farmer Humphrey "Iron 
Bar" LAWSON (Class of ‘79), 
whose father Noel LAWSON, 
passed away on Sunday, June 9. A 
wake was held at 9 Roseberry 
Drive, Arcadia, Kingston 8, 
on June 21 and a service of 
thanksgiving for the life and work 
of Noel LAWSON was held at 
Romans Funeral Chapel, Dunrobin 
Ave, Kingston, on June 22. 
Interment followed at Dovecot 
Memorial Park, St. Catherine. 
 
Ole Farmer Ruby LECKY-
MORRIS (Class of ’78) whose 
mother Joyce LECKY passed 
away on June 3. The funeral 

service was held on Saturday, June 
22 at Trinity Christian Center, 
12054 E 183rd Street, Artesia, CA 
90701. Mrs. LECKY’s remains 
journeyed home for interment in 
Portland, Jamaica. 
  
You remain in our prayers. 
 
 

FOR YOUR SAFETY 

‘Tis the Season to be cautious’.  
As climate change becomes 
increasingly evident, do not be 
caught napping.  
 
Plan, prepare and mitigate. 
Follow this link to safety during 
storm season: 
http://www.fema.gov/  
(your federal tax dollars at work 
for you). 
 
 

INSPIRATION 

In recognizing the humanity of our 
fellow beings, we pay ourselves 
the highest tribute. 
                              Thurgood Marshall 


