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FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 

        
 

A case for greater OFANA 
involvement at CASE 

 

Good things happen when you 
make sure that good things happen. 

 

On Saturday January 25th Balford 
Banton, Vice President, Georgia 
region and I participated in the 4th 
Annual Founders’ Day celebrations 
at the College of Agriculture, 
Science & Education (CASE) in 
Passley Gardens, Jamaica. We 
were also there to present the 
OFANA annual scholarships. 
Although it was a good occasion, 
we were nonetheless disappointed 
that we only presented 2 
scholarships to the 2013-2014 
scholarship applicants. 

 

I am reminded of the story of the 
three men on the construction site 
who were asked to describe their 
jobs. The first worker described his 
job as working for 8 hours for a 
paycheck while the second worker 
was very proud of his skills as the 
best stone crusher on the site. 
However, the third worker offered 
a much broader view of the 
description of his work.  He was 
there to build a cathedral. He was 
the clock builder, not a time-teller. 
We have an opportunity to help the 
CASE students to be cathedral and 
clock builders by helping them to 
matriculate and apply for the 
OFANA scholarships. 

 

This brings me back to the opening 
sentence of this column, which is 
to make good things happen.  I 
believe that all members of 
OFANA and all Ole Farmers can 
assist in spreading the word in the 

CASE community that OFANA 
scholarships are available to 
qualified students. Support the 
current administration in getting 
the word out to the students and 
encourage them to apply. The 
faculty, especially the Ole Farmers, 
has a similarly significant role in 
telling students about the 
scholarships. I was told that CASE 
has a population of around 1,000 
students, 800 of which reside on 
campus. The OFANA Scholarship 
Committee should therefore be 
inundated with applicants so that 
they can make award decisions 
from a broader pool. 

 

It was the great Canadian hockey 
player, Wayne Gretsky who once 
said: “You miss 100% of the shots 
you never take”. Don’t miss out of 
an opportunity of a scholarship to 
enable your education. In the end, 
and in a very competitive world, 
the best equalizer is an education.  

 

So visit www.olefarmers.com and 
download the scholarship forms at 
http://case.edu.jm/html/wpcontentu
ploads/2014/01/OFANAScholarshi
p-Application.pdf. Please forward 
these links and help in making 
good things happen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WENDELL CODNER 

President 

wenfmc@hotmail.com 

 
 

 



  

OUR WEB-SITE  
 

Any Ole Farmer may submit 
articles or items of breaking news 
either directly or via email to 
info@olefarmers.com.  
 
Members in good standing may log 
in to the secure ‘members only’ 
portal for access to financial 
information and photographs of 
recent events. 
 
Anyone can make a donation by 
clicking on the PayPal "Donate 
button”. Try it today; save your 
receipt: 
 

 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
 
Membership is open to alumni 
of: 

• College of Agriculture, 
Science and Education 
(1995 to present) 

• College of Agriculture 
(1981 – 1995)  

• Jamaica School of 
Agriculture (1942 – 1981) 

• Government Farm School 
(1910 – 1942)  

 
Please remember to bring your 
OFANA Membership up to date. 
Together as Ole Farmers, we are 
making a difference in the lives of 
our people.  
 

For less than $1.95 per week, you 
can be a paid-up member.  
 

Not yet a member? Download an 
application form now using the 
link below:  
http://www.olefarmers.com/forms/ 

OFANA 
SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

On the recommendation of the 
OFANA Scholarship Committee, 
Scholarships were awarded for the 
Academic Year 2013 – 2014 and 
were presented during Founders 
Day celebrations as follows:  
 
 

 
 

The OFANA General 
Scholarship of $1,000.00 to 

Dwight ALLEN 
 

 

 
 
The Dudley Johnson Memorial 

Scholarship of $1,500.00 to 
Natancy MORRIS 

 

 
OFANA affirms its commitment 
to excellence in Agriculture 
through support for education.  
Students pursuing higher education 
in Agriculture related disciplines at 
C.A.S.E. are hereby invited to 
initiate preparation to apply for 
2014 – 2014 OFANA 
Scholarships.  

Visit www.olefarmers.com to 
download an application form.  
 
 
 

C.A.S.E. CORNER 
 

 
4th ANNUAL FOUNDERS’ 

DAY  
 

The 104th anniversary of the 
founding of the Government Farm 
School was commemorated by the 
CASE Alumni Association with 
the staging of the 4th Annual 
Founders' Day celebrations, 
January 24 – 25, at the College, 
Passley Gardens, Portland.  The 
celebration commenced on Friday, 
January 24 with the presentation of 
cutting-edge research and 
development papers on aspects of 
Agriculture, Science and Education 
at a "Research and Development 
Technology Symposium" 
 

Activities continued on Saturday, 
January 25, with the cutting of 
104th Anniversary Cake, 
recognition of the 2014 
"Distinguished Ole Farmer of 
Excellence" Dr. Hon. Rev. 
Garnet Brown, O.J, C.D., J.P., 
presentation of donations to the 
College and the presentation of 
OFANA scholarship awards to 
deserving students. Due 
unfavorable weather, the sporting 
activities were curtailed.  
 

Webster McPHERSON, JP 
President of the CASE Alumni 
Association had this to say: 
“I hereby convey sincere and 
heartfelt gratitude and 
appreciation to all Ole Farmers 
who supported the activities of 
Founders' Day 2014 which was 
celebrated Friday, January 24 
and Saturday, January 25, in 



  

particular Ole Farmers Wendell 
CODNER and Balford 
BANTON of the Ole Farmers 
Association North America, Inc. 
(OFANA) who journeyed from 
the USA to fellowship with us as 
well as to donate two 
scholarships to deserving 
students at the College.” 
 
 
 

OUR FOUNDING 
FATHERS 

 

Part 1 
 

Rt. Rev. Enos NUTTALL, 
Bishop of Jamaica 1880 – 1916; 
First Archbishop of the West 
Indies 1893-1916 came to Jamaica 
in 1862 as a missionary in the 
Methodist Church and was 
ordained a priest in the Anglican 
Church in 1866, was elected 
Bishop of Jamaica at a special 
synod held in July 1880. He was 
consecrated in St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
London, in October 1880.  
 

 
 
He was 38 years old at the time of 
his consecration and went on to 
dominate the life of the Anglican 
Church for the next 36 years, 
serving as Bishop of Jamaica as 
well as Archbishop of the West 
Indies. 
 

There was a rapid expansion in the 
number of churches founded under 

his watch especially in the parishes 
of Kingston and St Andrew. 
Churches such as St. Jude’s, St. 
Matthew’s, St. Luke’s, St. 
Patrick’s and All Saints were all 
built during his tenure. His focus 
was, however, not entirely on the 
saving of souls for the after-life. 
He among several other church 
men of his day felt and advocated 
that religion and education were 
inextricably linked. Accordingly, 
under his leadership, the church 
pursued with much greater 
missionary zeal a programme of 
education among the black 
population which they had begun 
prior to the date of emancipation. 
Archbishop NUTTALL 
championed the cause for 
government to shoulder the cost of 
education as an essential part of 
duty to provide education for the 
masses, not as patronage, but as an 
entitlement for their status as 
citizens and taxpayers. This type of 
political activism resulted in the 
establishment of a Board of 
Education which enjoyed the 
cooperation and supervision by 
both the government and church in 
the operation of a system of 
education.  
 

The Anglican Church started 
Cathedral High (which was later 
merged with Beckford and Smith 
High to become St. Jago High) St. 
Hugh’s High and St. Hilda’s High 
during the Nuttall era. In 1876 the 
church initiated efforts to establish 
a local Church of England Training 
College, which resulted in the 
founding of St. Peter’s College, on 
lands near Cross Roads in St. 
Andrew in 1893. 
 

By 1892 Bishop NUTTALL 
founded an industrial school at the 
Hope Plantation in St. Andrew 
with a nucleus of 20 boys 

transferred from the Shortwood 
Industrial School. This incidence 
marked the initial process for the 
founding and development of Farm 
School, as it was at that time the 
government decided to remove the 
Industrial Schools from under the 
supervision of the Police 
Department and place them under 
the Inspector of Schools.  
 

At the 1897 synod of the Anglican 
Church Archbishop NUTTALL 
declared that education was the 
modern path to progress by all 
races. He stated that education 
must be wide-spread, efficient and 
practical as circumstances will 
permit, since the modern world of 
competition demand an intelligent 
and educated workforce which can 
also contribute to the maintenance 
of social stability. In his 
deliberations the colonial powers 
were exhorted to spend less on the 
police department and more on 
education as the control of crime 
was a major concern in the society. 
 

In November 1899, a team chaired 
by the Archbishop of the West 
Indies, Reverend Enos NUTTALL, 
was appointed by the governor of 
Jamaica, Sir A.W. Hemming with 
the task to establish an Agricultural 
Department and an Experimental 
Station based on a resolution 
adopted by the Legislative Council 
May 30, 1899.  The components of 
the Department of Agriculture to 
were to include; The Department 
of Public Gardens, Government 
Laboratory, Agricultural Society, 
Experimental and Teaching 
Stations. 
 

It was agreed to have the Station 
located at Hope in close proximity 
to Hope Gardens, the Boy’s 
Industrial School and the proposed 
Government Laboratory.  The 



  

Experimental Station personnel 
were to be responsible to provide 
instruction in the agricultural 
sciences and arts to youths who 
plan to become planters, to be 
actually involved in manual 
agricultural labour, instructors in 
elementary schools as well as 
training secondary school boys to 
be in charge of estates.  Such  
secondary boys to be exposed to 
subjects such as chemistry, plant 
and animal physiology, geology 
and instead of classical studies to 
be involved in the practice of 
animals and plants husbandry. 
 

Archbishop NUTTALL died May 
31, 1916 at the age of 74. 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW?  
 

The C.A.S.E. Faculty of 
Agriculture in addition to a 
Diploma in Agriculture, an 
Associate of Science Degree in 
General Agriculture and Veterinary 
Science now also offers: 

• Bachelor of Technology in 
Agricultural Production 
and Food Systems 
Management 

• Bachelor of Science in 
Agricultural Education 

• Bachelor of Science in 
Animal Science 

• Bachelor of Science in 
Plant Science 

on the main campus and via 
satellite locations in: 

1. Brown’s Town, St. Ann 
2. Ebony Park, Clarendon 
3. Montego Bay, St. James 
4. Old Harbour, St. 

Catherine 
5. Ramble, Hanover 

 

See what else is happening on 
Campus - 
http://www.case.edu.jm/html/   
 

 
 

 
 

AROUND THE 
REGIONS 

 
Northeast Region 5th 
Annual Dinner Dance 

 
The North East Region’s 5th 
Annual Holiday Dinner-Dance 
was held on the rescheduled date 
of January 4, 2014 due to the 
inclement weather in December. 
The event, despite its 
postponement, was well attended 
and the organizers are very 
appreciative of the support from 
within the region as well as well-
wishers outside the region. 
 

The net proceeds from the event 
were $4,500, which brings the 2-
year contribution of $14,500 
from these events to the 
scholarship fund. Many thanks 
go out to members of the region 
who enabled the success of the 
event. Special thanks to Jennifer 
Petgrave and Natty Paul for 
heading up the raffle. Thanks 
also to Cornell Cain for donating 
the 3rd prize and to Sharon 
Heath for organizing the 50:50 
raffle. And special thanks to 
Norma Jarrett for her continued 
strong leadership of the region. 
The 2014 Dinner Dance will be 
held on December 13th at the 
same location, the Stamford 
Marriott Hotel & Spa, 243 
Tresser Boulevard, Stamford, 
CT 06901 at 9:00 pm. 
 

Ole Farmer John SAYERS (Class of 
’63) who should have been honored 
by OFANA on December 14 for his 
outstanding contribution to education 
in Jamaica was instead honored at a 
ceremony held at the Stamford 
Marriott Hotel & Spa in Stamford, CT 
on Sunday, December 15, 2013.  
 

 
 

Several of his past students in 
attendance conveyed their deep 
appreciation for the guidance, 
coaching, mentoring and 
inspiration that they received from 
Ole Farmer SAYERS while at the 
Jamaica School of Agriculture.  
 

 
 
 

Ole Farmer SAYERS having 
graduated from the Jamaica School 
of Agriculture studied abroad and 
returned to the college where he 
distinguished himself as a caring 
and respected lecturer in 
Communications and other related 
disciplines from 1975 to 1982.  
http://jamaica-
gleaner.com/extra/pdf/20140109.p
df  
 

Wendell Codner,  
OFANA President Region 
Organizing Committee 

 
 



  

GEORGIA REGION 
ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP 

RAFFLE 
 

The drawing took place Saturday, 
December 07 at Clifton’s Jamaican 
Restaurant, 426 W. Broad Street, 
Fairburn, GA. 
 

 
 

• 1st Prize – 40” Flat Screen 
Television to Cindy 
CHURCHILL of Georgia 

• 2nd Prize – 10” Tablet 
Computer to Mack 
McHUGHS of Alabama 

• 3rd Prize - $50.00 Gift 
Certificate to Colin 
BURRELL of Maryland  

 

The region would like to thank all 
participants in the raffle and look 
forward to your continued support. 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
 

Texas Region Raffle on April 01, 
2014. Proceeds will go to the 
OFANA Scholarship Program. 
Members support would be highly 
appreciated. 

 
 
 

 

OFANA 8th ANNUAL 
REUNION 

 
OFANA  promises a truly 
memorable experience at its 8th 
Annual Reunion, to be held 
Memorial Weekend, May 23 – 
25, 2014 in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 
& Environs. 
 
Contribution: $98.00 per person 
 
 Preferred Accommodation by:  

 
Quality Inn Airport / Cruise Port 
South  
2520 Stirling Road, Hollywood, 
FL 33020, Tel: (954) 922-1600  
Booking Code: LOFANA – see 
link below 
http://www.comfortinn.com/ires/en
-
US/html/ArrivalInfo?hotel=FL243
&srp=LOFANA&pu=no   
 
Your extra special rate of $59.00 
per night if booked by May 01, 
2014 includes:  

• Ft. Lauderdale International 
Airport Shuttle Service 

• Deluxe Continental 
Breakfast 

• High Speed Internet and 
Business Center 

• Onsite Self-parking 
 
Luxury options within .25 mile(s) 
include: 

 
  

Best Western Plus Ft. 
Lauderdale Airport South Inn & 
Suites,  
1900 Stirling Road, Dania Beach, 
FL 33004, Tel: (954) 926-7300;  
E-mail: 
gconstantino@irasgroup.com    
 
$89.00 per night if booked by 
April 19, 2014 (10 rooms 
available) 
 

 

 
  
Hilton Garden Inn Ft. 
Lauderdale Airport-Cruise Port   
180 SW 18th Avenue, Dania 
Beach, FL 33004, Tel: (954) 924-
9204  
Booking Code: OLEFRM (see link 
below) 
https://secure3.hilton.com/en_US/g
i/reservation/book.htm?execution=
e1s1   
$99.00 per night if booked by 
May 02, 2014 (10 rooms 
available) 
 

Make your reservations early and 
take advantage of the savings. 
Your summer starts here. South 
Florida - So much to see, so much 
to do; so little time! 
 
 
 

NE HOLIDAY DINNER-
DANCE 

 

The Official start of the Christmas 
Season for 2014 will be marked by 
the North East Region’s 6th Annual 
Holiday Dinner-Dance at the 
Stamford Marriott Hotel & Spa 
243 Tresser Boulevard, Stamford, 
CT 06901 to Saturday, December 
13, 2014. 



  

TRAVEL TIPS 
 
Below are a few travel tips which 
we hope you will find useful: 

• Airline Tickets bought on a 
Monday evening are 
generally less expensive 

• Flying on Tuesday, 
Wednesday or Thursday is 
generally less expensive 

• Car Rental outside the 
airport is generally less 
expensive 

• Maximize use of airport 
shuttle / rail service where 
available 

• Most hotels offer relatively 
inexpensive laundry 
options that allow travelers 
to pack lighter 

 

 
BACK A YAAD 

 
 

JSAS Silver Anniversary 
 

The Jamaican Society for 
Agricultural Sciences (JSAS) will 
be celebrate its 25th Anniversary  
with a Church Service at 
Providence Methodist Church, 
132 Old Hope Road, Liguanea on 
Sunday, March 16, 2014, 
commencing at 8:30am. 
 

EXPO JAMAICA 2014 – 
KINGSTON, JA 

  
JAMPRO is collaborating with the 
Jamaica Manufacturers’ 
Association (JMA) and the 
Jamaica Exporter’s Association 
(JEA) on hosting EXPO Jamaica to 
be held April 03 – 06, 2014 at the 
National Arena, Kingston. 
JAMPRO’s responsibility is to 
recruit international and local 
buyers and link them with local 
suppliers/exhibitors, in order to 
explore trade opportunities and 

ultimately secure sustainable 
business contracts. Details are 
available on the EXPO website 
www.expojamaica.com.jm  
 
 

‘Jubilee for ‘64’ 
 

With the Class of ’63 having 
blazed a trail in 2013, Members of 
the Class of ’64 seek to follow suit 
with their own celebration in 2014. 

 
 

‘News from Home’ 
 

For the latest News from Home 
follow these links: 

• http://www.jamaicaobser
ver.com/  

• http://jamaica-
gleaner.com/  

• http://rjr94fm.com/live.ph
p  

• http://www.televisionjama
ica.com/  

• http://www.cvmtv.com/  
• www.agrilifefoundation.o

rg   
 

WELLNESS CHECK 
 
Fight Stress with Healthy 
Habits 
 

Healthy habits can protect you 
from the harmful effects of stress. 
Here are 10 positive healthy habits 
you may want to develop. 

• Talk with family and 
friends.  
A daily dose of friendship 
is great medicine. Call or 
write your friends and 
family to share your 
feelings, hopes and joys. 

• Engage in daily physical 
activity.  
Regular physical activity 

relieves mental and 
physical tension. Physically 
active adults have lower 
risk of depression and loss 
of mental functioning. 
Physical activity can be a 
great source of pleasure, 
too. Try walking, 
swimming, biking or 
dancing every day. 

• Accept the things you 
cannot change.  
Don't say, "I'm too old." 
You can still learn new 
things, work toward a goal, 
love and help others. 

• Remember to laugh.  
Laughter makes you feel 
good. Don't be afraid to 
laugh out loud at a joke, a 
funny movie or a comic 
strip, even when you're 
alone. 

• Give up the bad habits.  
Too much alcohol, 
cigarettes or caffeine can 
increase stress. If you 
smoke, decide to quit now. 

• Slow down.  
Try to "pace" instead of 
"race." Plan ahead and 
allow enough time to get 
the most important things 
done. 

• Get enough sleep.  
Try to get six to eight hours 
of sleep each night. If you 
can't sleep, take steps to 
help reduce stress and 
depression. Physical 
activity also may improve 
the quality of sleep. 

• Get organized.  
Use "to do" lists to help 
you focus on your most 
important tasks. Approach 
big tasks one step at a time. 
For example, start by 
organizing just one part of 
your life — your car, desk, 



  

kitchen, closet, cupboard or 
drawer. 

• Practice giving back.  
Volunteer your time or 
return a favor to a friend. 
Helping others helps you. 

• Try not to worry.   
The world won't end if your 
grass isn't mowed or your 
kitchen isn't cleaned. You 
may need to do these 
things, but today might not 
be the right time. 

 
 

 GLEE 
 
A stork landed for Ole Farmers Dr. 
Ernie SMITH and Leone 
HINES-SMITH (Class of ’81) 
with their first grandchild, Kaemal 
SMITH Jr. (in time for Christmas) 
 

 
 

Persons wishing to extend personal 
congratulations to Grandma and 
Grandpa may call 876 367 6363. 
 
 
 

GET WELL SOON  
(by any means necessary) 

 

Remember the following in your 
prayers: 

Professor V.G. STANLEY (Class 
of ’57) suffered a stroke over the 
Christmas Holidays. He is home 
and recovering progressively. 
 

 
Kevin ARMSTRONG , son of Ole 
Farmer Winston ARMSTRONG 
(Class of '75) and nephew of 
Delrine ARMSTRONG (Class of 
’79) who spent time in the 
Intensive Care Unit of a Virginia 
Hospital in critical condition over 
the  Christmas Holidays. Today he 
is up and about and back at 
work. 
 
 
Ole Farmer Baldwin FRANCIS 
(Class of ’80) is scheduled for 
orthopedic surgery in mid-
February. We hope his procedure 
goes well and for a speedy 
recovery. 
 
Can your prayers change things? 
Yes they can! 
 
 
 

WHERE ARE THEY 
NOW? 

 

Floyd BROWN (Class of ’78) has 
been spotted in the US Virgin 
Islands (contact information 
pending). 

Members at large would like to 
know the whereabouts of the 
following: 

Cleveland CLARKE (Class of 
’79) 

Radcliffe KING (Class of ’79) 

Aston REID (Class of ’77) 

Anita WILLIAMS (Class of ’79) 

Harris YOUNG (Class of ’77) 

Persons in possession of any form 
of contact information for the 
aforementioned are encouraged to 
submit same to 
info@olefarmers.com  
 

 

GONE BUT NOT 
FORGOTTEN  

 

Ole Farmer Dennis FFRENCH 
(Class of ’81), who was robbed (to 
include his licensed firearm) and 
shot outside his home in Old 
Harbour, St. Catherine, late 
evening February 11, 2014 while 
opening his gate. He and his wife 
had just returned home when 
robbers pounced. He was 
pronounced dead at the hospital. 
Mrs. FFRENCH was not harmed. 
The incident is under investigation 
by the St. Catherine Police. 
 

 
 
After graduating from JSA, Ole 
Farmer FFRENCH went on to 
study at Prairie View A&M 
University. At the time of his 
death, he was a Senior Agricultural 
Economist with the Dairy 
Development Board of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries.  
 

A Memorial Prayer Vigil was held 
on Saturday February 22, by the 
OFANA Texas Region. 
 



  

The service of thanksgiving to 
celebrate the life and work of Ole 
Farmer FFRENCH was held at the 
Andrews Memorial Seventh Day 
Adventist Church, 29 Hope Road, 
Kingston 10, on Sunday, March 
02.   
 
 
Ole Farmer Owen DIXON (Class 
of ’64) passed away on Monday, 
January 13. Ole Farmer DIXON’s 
decades of service to the Jamaican 
Agricultural Sector was capped by 
a long stint with the Livestock 
Division at ALCAN Jamaica 
Limited. The service of 
thanksgiving for the life and work 
of Ole Farmer DIXON was a 
private family affair. 
 
 
Ole Farmer Devon NELSON 
(Class of ‘79) passed away 
Thursday, January 09 at the 
University Hospital of the West 
Indies while undergoing treatment 
for an adverse reaction to 
prescription medication. The 
thanksgiving service for the life of 
Ole Farmer NELSON was held at 
Gateway Assembly Church of 
God, Bath, St. Thomas on 
Saturday, February 01. 
 

 
You all will be sorely missed: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
mWm1NbF1Ikw&feature=related 
 

 
 

FOR YOUR SAFETY 
 

ATM Skimmers are devices that 
criminals place over or on ATM 
machines to steal your card 
information, including your pin 
number. While the tricks used by 
these thieves can be complicated, 

there are a handful of simple 
methods to properly protect your 
financial information: 
 

• Choose your ATMs wisely.  
Look for ones that are 
within bank perimeters, 
well lit and/or on busy 
streets. If possible, try to 
always use the same ATM, 
since it will be easier to 
identify abnormalities. 

 
• Hide your pin!  

Even though you may be 
alone, that doesn't mean 
you are not being watched. 
Modern day skimmers now 
also hide little cameras to 
register you inputting your 
PIN. If you take the simple 
precaution of covering your 
hand while inputting your 
information, you'll help 
prevent the criminal from 
getting this information. 

 
• Look for abnormalities.  

Most skimmers have to 
attach their skimming 
machine over the real ATM 
using simple adhesives 
since they often have to 
quickly remove the device. 
Check the machine to see if 
the input device wobbles or 
seems unattached. If it is, 
use another machine. Also 
look for out-of-place 
cameras and keypad 
overlays that can also 
capture your pin number. 

 
• Report the abnormalities.  

If you card is not returned 
after the transaction or after 
hitting "cancel," 
immediately contact the 
financial institution that 
issued the card. 

 
• Check your accounts 

regularly.  
To decrease the chances of 
cyber criminals running 
away with all your money, 
check your accounts 
regularly and immediately 
follow up on any suspicious 
activities. 

 
 
 

HELP WANTED 
 
The Office of the Services 
Commissions of the Government 
of Jamaica has a slew of vacancies 
to fill. Maybe you or someone you 
know can help; check it out using 
the link below: 
http://www.osc.gov.jm/vacancies.h
tml   
 
 
 

ACROSS THE 
DIASPORA  

 
‘Fire on Ice’ 

‘Feel the rhythm, feel the rhyme, 
get on up, it’s bobsled time.’ 
 

In a real-life story that will 
unavoidably be dubbed “Cool 
Runnings 2,” the Jamaican bobsled 
team qualified to compete in the 
2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi, 
Russia thanks to funds raised via 
the power of the internet at 
virtually the last minute.  

 

 



  

http://www.jamaicabobsleighteam.
com/  
 
Word is the Jamaica Olympic 
Committee is also making a serious 
bid to field an Ice Hockey Team at 
the 23rd Winter Games, scheduled 
to take place in Pyeongchang, 
South Korea, February 09 – 25, 
2018. That team should include 
Joel SAMUELS, son of Ole 
Farmer Dr.  Winston SAMUELS 
(Class of ’74); who is still on a 
high from clinching the 2013 Mid-
Atlantic Collegiate Hockey 
Championship with Virginia Tech. 
  
 

 
 
Congratulations to Jamaican-born 
powerhouse reggae-fusion song 
bird Tessanne CHIN (28) who 
convincingly won season five of 
NBC Television’s The Voice on 
Tuesday, December 17 after a 
series of stunning vocal 
performances.  
 

Support from our community was 
quite evident and in the end 
apparently overwhelming. With 
mega-star potential unleashed, 
Tessanne returned to Jamaica 
December 20 to waiting throngs of 
well-wishers, then back to the USA 
to participate in the Rose Bowl 
Parade in Pasadena, CA on New 
Year's Day.  
 

Look out for album releases from 
this rising star. 

Montego Bay High School 
Alumni NY Chapter hosts their  
Annual Dinner Dance, Saturday, 
March 22, 2014, 8:30pm 
Astoria World Manor 
25-22 Astoria Boulevard 
Astoria, NY 11102 
Contact: Nadine Moulton (847-
372-9853)  
 
 
Mid-Atlantic Chapter of Edwin 
Allen High School to host 50th 
Anniversary Spring Gala on 
Saturday, April 05, 2014 at 
Verdi’s of Westbury, 680 Old 
Country Rd, Westbury, NY 11590 
(Tel: 516 334 4552). Admission - 
$90.00 per person (prizes & 
surprises). Special honorees will 
include Michael DYKE (Coach – 
EAHS Girls’ Track & Field Team). 
For further information call Ole 
Farmers Collin BURRELL (301 
466 4137) or Arthur BRISCOE 
(516 729 2549) or visit 
www.eahsaa.com   
 
 
Holmwood Past Students 
Association NY Chapter presents 
their Penn Relays Fundraiser 
Saturday, April 19, 2014, 10:00 
p.m. – 3:00 a.m. at C. W. Mixon 
New Life Center, 112-50 
Springfield Boulevard, Queens 
Village, NY 11429 
 
 
Ms. Valene FRANCO, the niece 
of Ole Farmer Dr. Hylton 
GORDON (Class of ’78) is 
running for a spot on ‘the bench’ in 
Forsythe County, NC. We can 
appreciate that we are ONLY as 
strong as our bench, so to get her 
elected her ‘camp’ will host a 
fundraiser at the Radisson Hotel, 
New Rochelle, NY on Saturday, 
April 05, 2014, 8:30 pm - 1:00am.  

Contribution - $150.00 per person.  
For further information please visit 
www.valenefrancoforjudge.com. 
 
 
 

INSPIRATION 
 

It is better to lead from behind and 
to put others in front, especially 
when you celebrate victory when 
nice things occur. 
 

 
 
You take the front line when there 
is danger. Then people will 
appreciate your leadership. 
                             Nelson Mandela  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


